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ble, and his very good Lord , Robert 
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Chartly,Bourgcher and Louaine, Knight of 


the honorable Order ofthe Garter,Maiſter of the 
Horſe, Generall of her Majeſties Ordinance 
and Munition,one of her moſt honora- 


ble priuie Counec!l,and Earle 
Marſhall of England. 


@ Gyffordwiſheth increaſe of all trae honour in this 
 life,and eternal felicitie in the life to come. 


£533. Eſus Chriſt the King of 
#2! Kings, betrothed him- 
| L&! [clfe to bis Charch of 
SG2 od time : (hee i5sbecome 
DA] LES)! his ſpouſe whom hee lo- 
RO Ernn <2 weth deerely. The marri- 
age ſhall be at the generall indgement in the 
end of this world, when it ſhall be ſolemni- 
zedwith great ioy and triumph, asitis 
written : | heard as the voice of agreat 
multitude , and as the voice of ſtrong 


 thundrings,ſaying,Hallelv-iah :for our 


Lord Godalmighty hathraigned.Letvs 
be glad and reioyce , and giue glogy to 


| him-:for the warriage of the Lambeis 


come , and his wife bath madc herlſelle_ 
A-4 _ ' reads 
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heauen. The like doth hee 


The Epiſile Dedicatotie. 


ready.Rewel.;9.verſ.6.7. Inthe meane 


time , while fhee 15 4 pil.rime heere Vpon | 


earth there i: (accorairg to the ancient mas 
mera Lone-ſong betweene them,which king 
Salomon framed and penned, not eviaed by 
humane wiſedome, but by the inſpiration of | 
the heauenly ſpirit. As it is a ſong betweene 
the tweo chiefe lates, the higheſt Lord and 
the greateſt Lady, Jo doth it comtaihe the 


greateſt myfteries, the moſt {wet and com- + | 
fortable dofirine , and is therefore worthi- 


ly named the Song of Songs.1n it this Bride- 
groome and his Bride doe highly extoll and 
praiſe each other. To ſet forth his excellent 
dignitie his riches and glory, with all theſe 
ſweet things that flow onte her from him, 
ſhe doth brirg tn al the ſtatelieſft, the richeſt, 
the goodlieſt and the (1 rs chm, under 

i praiſing her 
beauty , andher dcleciable ſweetnes, From 
hence doth ſpring the great aelizht and plea- 
ſure which the one taketh in the other where 
they doe (4s it were) onfold the vebement 
pa(s10ns of their loue,with that ſernent de- 
frempich he hath to be moſt neerely toynea 
onto bin eto dwel with him for euer. Alſe 


vere ave many goody tokens paſſe between 
ins them: 


'of all. The Kings and Emperours 


TheEpiſtle Dedicatorie. 
them : for he beffoweth wpon her very ricy 
tewels and heauen/y ornaments ts decke and 
to beauttfie her withall : and (he acaine ren- 
dreth unto him the ſweet fruits of her lone. 
Adereouer ber frailties, her imperfections, 
and her onkind dealing at ſometimes 1o- 
wards her welbeloued.are not omitted, nor 
the ſore afflictions ,which by that occaſion ſhe 
dothendure. And finding that his lone ts 
wot fledfaſt nothing altred nox diminiſhed 
by her frailty and vnantifulues towards 
him , ſhe is themore enflamed to ſecke after 
him, and tocyane his preſence and protectt. 
on,while ſhe is heere below in the midſt of [0 
many crueil enemies. Many ether ſpeciall 
things there be which 1 dee heere omit 1 doe 
offer this booke vnts your Lorsfbip, not that 
1 efteeme my ſlender laboures inexpoundns 
z , worthy to come into your honourable 
hands: but for the excellent worthineſſe of 
the matters therein contarned. The Princes 
ana Nobles of the earth are delighted to 
heare' of matters which are ſtately, magnifi- 
call and of great glory: becauſe great thin 
do become great ones. Here are thiSgreateſt 
of this 
world, e{pectally in their chiefe ſolemnitics, 
| 3 48 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
£5 in the dayes of ther Coronation, or at the 
marriage of their ſonnes and danzhicrs dof 
ew 4 greater vlory in riches aud delicate 
pleaſure: but if we compare them with the 
glory, the riches and pleaſure of this Bride- 
groom and his Bride they fhall be found to be 
. but beggarky traſh. For what are earthly car- 
carnall , and tranſitory things , compared 
with the things which are ſpiritual, hea- 
uerly and cuerlaftimg ? Alſo if great matters 
aclight men, which appertaine nts others, 
how much more the greateſt, which concerne 
themſclues? For who is the Birde in this 
Song that is ſs deare onto Chriſt , opon 
whom ſo many oruaments ana gooaly iewels 
are beftowea? Verily the whole Church, but 
Jet (othe whole, as euery faithfull ſoule is 
the ſpouſe decked and made beautiful; for 
ſoglorious an husband, The blinaneſje and 
14d folly of the worldis here to be woudred 
at. Behold the wiſedome of the fleſh which 
_ gloricth init ſelfe. If one ſhould forſake an 
infinite treaſure of pearlegy precrous ſtones, 
aud lay hold of a heape of droſſe 4 for (ome 
glittering (hew making choyſe of it, allmen 
would haue bim+ in deriſjon. The foo- 
lifhnes of the wiſeſt worldlings is much grea- 


ir, 
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ter , while they ſo ſet their hearts won 
earthly riches, carnall delights , the pompe 
and glory of this world and are ſo drowned 
in the oncleaxe luſtes andpleaſares of ſinne, 
that they neglect the heanenly treaſure , the 
rich tewels, and comely ornaments,ſpirita- 
all ivy and glory mhich the Bridegroome leſus 
Chriſt beſtoweth pon his ſpouſe. Thereis 
20 care in ſeeking after them: they delight 
to haue their bodies [et forth and made glo- 
rtous withgoodly attire, not caring how they 
arfile the garments of their ſoult or what fil- 
thy and ſtinking rags of vices it be cloathed 
withall 1 do not ſpeake this. as though a man 
could not haue both the glory of this world, 
and that glory which is from aboue:for ki 

Dauid had both the one and the other:ſo had 
Salomon , with many other kings Nobles of 
the earth. But wyhere any are [o ouerwhelmed 
and enen drowned inthe guiſe of uaine de- 
lizhts,and ſo reſt in theglory of this world as 
a thin g to beglorted tnthat they cannot ſetk 
after t he heauenly glory, there is the fooliſh- 
ne. lt is momaruatle that the holy Ghoſt ter- 
meth thegreat wiſe menof this world footes : 
for who ſeethnot how ſodainly all vaniſheth 
away as aſhadow that is heere below? King 


q 3 
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Danidin pa «16,glorieth that God was the 
portion of bis inheritance,and ſaithhe bad « 

» faire heritage. But by e&& by hegiutth thanks 
to God that gaue him counſell,yea euen by (e-* 
cret inſpirations in the night, for if God had 


not taught him,he could wener haue made [0 

00d achoiſe when he was come to age,refu- 
{cd to be called the ſonue of Pharaohs daugh- 
ter,and choſe rather to ſuffer aduerſity with. 
the prejle of God, then to enioy the pleaſures 
of ſirnes for a (eaſow. Efteeming the rebuke 
of Chriſt greater riches then the treaſures of. 


Eeypt:for be had reſpect onto therecompence 
of the reward. Heb.11.24. 25.26, Tour 


Lerd(hip .is taught of God to follow theſe, 
and to make the like choiſe, as it doth mani- 


feftly appeare by your ſingular louc and care 


to aduance his glorious Goſpell : which ma- 
keth me to hope that my rude boldnes ſhall 0- 
taine pardon. The moſt high God , increaſe 
and ftabliſhyour Honour, nt only on earth, 


men. 


Your Honours moſt du- 
tifull co commaund. 


| George Gyffard. 
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but alſs for euer inthe highheauens. eA- 
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' SERMONS 
VF PON THE 

Song of Salomon, 
| The Gif Sermon. 
CHAP. 1. 
| 1 The Songof Song which was Salonione, 


z Let him kifſe mee with the kiſſes of hii 
wonuth : for thy lone is better then wine, 
2 Becauſe of the ſanonr of thy good ointment 2, 
thy name it as anormment powred ont : ther- 
forethe virgins do lone thee. | 

Draw me,we will runne after thee: the 

king bath brought me into his chamber, wee 

wil be ylad andreionce ivthee,we willremem® 

ber thy loue more then winegtbe righteenralee 
lone thee. 

5 Iamblacke O danghters of Ternſalem, 

=. but 
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but comely asthe fruits of Kedlars and as the 
crurtaines of Salomon, WO 

| 6 "Regards yee mee, "#1 Fbecanſe I ap 
blacke, for the Sunne hath looked vp0n me: 
the foune? of my mother were angry with mee, 
they made mee the Keeper.of thewines, but [ 
hept not mine owne vine. 

Shew? mee,O thou whom 1B) foule loxerth, 
where thou feedeſt, where thou lyeſt at nooxe : 
why ſpauld 1 bee as fhee that turneth aſide to © 
the flockes of thy company, 


q Efore that Tenter int» 
7 the handling of cheſe 
Wa) wordes which I haue 
NY now rcad ynco you; 
27] It ſhall not be amiſle 
* to ſpeakeafew things 
Ein generall, rouching 
this ſong,that you ma 
firſt lIooke vpon it, asvpon a Sodlyeich 
peece of warke, but foulded vp,and then 
afterwards haueitynfoulded and fpredde 
before your eyes,to the viewing ofcuery 
part thereof. Heere bee divers perſons 
brought invttering their parts in it, but 
eſpecially.two, which are louers, betro- 
thed each vnto the other, This is ſo 
| cleare 


Song of Salomon. 
Cdeareand fo cuident by the wordes thar 
none can denye it. It is then wichoutall 
controuerfic, a ſong betweene a Bride 
groome and a Bride, or a ſongof be: 
trothings, for it was the manner in- clde 
time, to hate marriage ſongs 2nd {nes 
ofeſpouſals.” Truct 1s, that this Bride. 
K100meand this Bride are not named 
by any proper names in all this ſong : bue 
yer itis out of all controuerlie, and as_ 
cleare a; the Sunne, who'they be, by that 
dcleription'which is mede of chem: For 
hee is deſcribed to þeea-Kinsg, and of that 
glory and tnaiefty which no mortall crei- 
cure hath : aid her beauty and glory alſo 
is ſet foorth to bee ſuch; as far ſurmoun- 
ecth all the ptory ofchisworld. Then of 


neceſlitic it doth follow, that this Bride= 


groomeis Teſts Chrift the Redeemer; 
and Sauiour of the World, and this bride 
is his Church, Theſe bee-:thetwo vehe» 
ment louers, which are here brought in. 
The holy Scriptures in -othet places doe 
vie theſe ſpeeches of ' Chrilt and his 


- Church, as that they are betrothed, and 


ver.9. Andthe day ofindgement iscal- 


ſhall bee married. Forthe Church is cal= 
led the Bride,the Lambes wife, Reuel. 21; 


B 2 led 
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led, The day of their marriage, Rev. 19,v.5 

Alſo Ib the Baptiſt, when-ſomeare dif 

pleaſed that Chrift ſhould haue more ho- 

nour then hee, framerh this anſwere vnto 

them eucn from this Song,ſaying, He that 

hath the Bride ts the Bridegroome : but the 
friend of the bridgroome which ſtandeth &- 
heareth him reiojceth greatlybecauſe of the 
bridegroomes woice, Iohn 3. yer.29 where 
you may ſec how hee calleth Chriſt the 
Bridegroome, his Church the Bride,and 
himſelfe the Bridegroomes friend. Chriſt 
calleth himſelfe the Bridegroome, Marke 
3+ It wasthe ancient manner, that the 

parties which ſhould bee man and wife , 
were betrothed, and then after ſome di. 
ſtanceoftimethe marriage was ſolemni- 
zed, Betweene the time of their betro- 
thing, and the marriage day, tokens of 
loue and kindnefle, did vic topaile be. 
tweenethem : but when they are marri- 
ed, the wife is receyued into the fociety 
of her husband, to be partaker with him 
_ ofall his richesand poſſeſſions. The Lord 
Teſus hath betrothed himſelfe to his ho- 
ly Spouſe the Church,euen from the time 
of his promiſe made vnto Adam and Fre, 
The jeed of the woman ſhall breahe the Ser* 
; | pents 


o 


Song of Salomon. F5 
pents head,Gen.3. The marriage between 


chem ſhall bee folemanized at the day of 
 tudpement,as I noted before, Reuel, 16.7, 


[ \ The n ſhall ſkee be reccy ucdto dwel with 


him in che heavens, and bee partakers of 
his riches and glory, | 
In the meane time, while ſhee is heere 
in this world,hee ſheweth great kindnes 
towards her, comforteth, ſupperteth and 
defendeth : her, beſtowing alſo many 
goodly gifts and ornaments vpon her,and 
ſhe again for her part rendreth the tokes 
of her loue towards him 2 and this Song 
ſetteth foorthall cheſe things which doe 
patſethus betweene them. Butyou muſt 
notethas all their ſpecches is vnder an _ 
Allegorie, for when each of them dooth 
prayſe the beauty and comelinelle of the 
other, looke whatis bcautifull, comely , 
or [fately vnder heauen, it is brought in 
for to expretſe the ſame, And to repres 
ſent the ſpiricuall and heauenly ornas 
me: tsand iewel: which he beſtowerhvp- 
on her,1nd the fruits of her loue which ſhe 
rendreth vnto him for the ſame, here are 
reckoned vpall the ſweeteſt, the richeſt, 
and the molt precious thinges that are 
t,und among men, Thereis but one 
| | B 3 bride 
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bridegroome,and one bride: for all the 
ele& from the beginning ofthe worlde 
vnto the end,doe make but one holy Cas 


tholike Church, being all coupled toges - 


ther by bne ſpirite, to make one bodie, 
whereof Chrilt is the heade, but yethere 
are divers perions brought in beſides in 
this ſong,lometime ſpeaking, and ſomee 
cimeſpokenvnto. Yea thebiide ſpeaketh 
now andthea of her mother, ard of her 
little liſter. 

Here we muſtnote, that it was the 
manner of olde,that the bridgroome had 


young men to bee his companions, and 


ſo this bridegroome ha:h his compani- 
ons or friends, not onely the holy An- 

els wkich miniſter vnto him for the ſcr- 
vice of his Church, eb.i, butalls the 


. Prophets, the Apoſttes, and all f:ictfull 


Paſtors and tezchers, as /oba the Baptiſt 
tearineth himſelte one of his f:jends, Alſs 
the bride hadvirgiks co be her.compani- 
ons, and wichtheſe this Spouſe of Chritt 
is ſaide to bee all ſoaccompanicd: Theſe 
are called thedaughters of /er-ſaleme And 
touching the other matter that ſhee hzth 
mother and a fifter, that may ſceme 
{omewhat harder to be vnderftood : for 
her 


ALE 


en. 


| Song of Salomon. 7 
her mother is the true. Church, and her 
liccle (iſter alſo is the true church, and. yer 
but onetrue church : how may this bee? 
This iscalily anſwered: for it is the man- 
reer in the Hebrew tengue to call the- 
whole the mother, and the 'partsof the: 
whole are called daughters and liſters, 
Then marke this,thatalthoughthere bee. 
but one vniuerſal chorch, yer becauſe the 
ſameis neuer whole in the world at one: 
timezthe whole Church ivpon carth is 
fayde to haue a mother; for ſhee is but a 
part of the vniuerſall Chureh. And then 
further, the Church vpon earch in Sa/o- 
2761s time did conliſt ofthenation of the 
Tewes: The Church ofthe Gentiles was 
not as then come, which is called her lit- 
tle ſiſter. Thus much may ſuffice ron- 
ching this ſong in Generall, and now let 
vs come to the words ofthe Text, 
Theſe ſeuen verſes which I havere:d 
vnto yoa,are firlt to be diuided intotwo 
parts, whereofthe one is the general] ti 
tle or inſcription of chis whole booke 
contained in one verle: the othec isthe 
firſt ſpeech ofthe bride expreſſed in fixe 
verſes following. As touching the title, 
itdoth ſhew vatovstwa things: namely 
B 4 that 
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thatit isa Song of Songs, and that King 
Salomon did frame it, and write it. The 
former ſpeech may bee expeunded two: 
wayes, as to ſay,it isall but one ſong,and 


' yerit containeth init diuers ſongs. A 
ſong of ſongs, cuen a ſong that cenlilteth 


of diuers ſongs,thatis one way.Qr rather 
after the vſuall phraſe ofthe Hebrew tong 
a ſongof ſongs,it is as much as to ſay, the 
principall or moſt excellent ſong of all 
others. Thisticle then is given to com- 
mend vnto vs the worthineſle of it, to the 
end that we may eſteeme of it according- 
ly; but let vs ſce how farre the compart« 


_ ſon reacheth;that is, with what ſongs it is 


compared, whether it bee ſaid to bee the 
molt principall of all the ſongs, which 
arein the holy Scriptures,or of thoſe onc- 
Iy which King Salomon made : for hee 
madea thouſand and five, 1. King. 4, 
Now as this word (which) in eur Engliſh 
tongueis vied without difference ofnum- 
ber er Gender: ſois the word aſter in 
the Hebrew tong, that ſignifierh (which) 
in our tongue. Then if wee ſhould tran- 
ſateic intheplurall number,and ſay thi's, 
the ſong of ſongs which were Salomons, 
thecompariſon ſhould be but in this mas 

net 


Song of Salomon. = 
ner;this is,the moſt principal;or the moſt 
excellent ſong of all choſe thouſand and 
fue ſongs, which were Salomon; : bur if 
wee takeit inthe lingular number, and 
fay thus : the ſong of 4 ſongs, which was 
Salomen:,then doth the compariſon {land 

enerall,” asithee ſhould ſay, this fon 
which Salomen made,is the chiefe,and the 
moſt worthy ſong of all other, which are 
{ctforthin theholy Scripture. And this 
latter I'cake to be right. 

There are many Pſalmes and many 
ſon2sin the ſacred Bible, which doe ex- + 
ccll all other ſongs that haue beenein the 
world, and no@neof chem bur is yery 
precious: yet this ſong excelleth them 
all : for ifa man vnderftand itzhe ſhall be 
forced toconfclle,that there is not the like 
ſweetnelle and comfort in any ſong,.Sce» 
ing then that the Holy Ghoſt hath chus 
prayſcd it vnto vs, letvs giue al diligence 
to attaine to thetrue ſenceand vnderſtan - 
ding of it, that wee may haue the vie of it 
to our toy and comfort,as of amolt preci- 
ous iewell. And when weereade tharit 
was Se{mons, wee are notto.[tayin the 
m3n? but wee mult confider that he was 
a Prophet, and ſoin this worke, but the 
inſtru- 
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inſtrument and pen ofthe holy Ghoſt. 


Ic is not the wordgthen ofa man(though 


hee were the wiſelt man) but the Worde 
of God, and with ſucha minde wee are 
to receyueit, Thus much touching the 
title orinſcription, 

Let bimkiſſe mee with the kiſſes of his 
»onth,ec, The Bridedoth beginne this 
worthy ſong, and (as you ſee) ſhee cri- 
eth out with a wenderfull delite of her 
loue Chriſt to haue his preſence,and to be 
embraced ofhim,and te dwell with him: 
For all her ſpeech in theſe fixe verſes ten= 
deth to chat one thing, fauing thatin the 


fift and (ixt verſe ſheedoth takeaway an 


obieQion which may be made apainft her 
namely, that ſhee is blacke, and therefore 
nothing meete to be the Spouſe of ſuch a 
one as ſhee ſpeakethof, But what? ſhall 
weetake it then, that the Church doth 
firſt ſeeke after Chriſt, becauſe hee is firlt 
broughtin afcer this vehement manner, 
cryingoutto be with him 2 Doth not the 
holy Scripture teach the contrary, and 
ſay plainely, ee lone him, becanſe be loxed 
vifirf? x,Joh, 4.verſe 19. Yea,and if you 
marke well her ſpeeches,you may ice that 


itis his loue towardes her gone before , 
wiiich 


em be St Pe a wt 5 co 


pe 
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which draweth her thus carneſtly to ſeeke 
after him, Shee had && his loue,and faich 
itis better then wine: Shee had found 
theſweetneile of his graces and heauen- 
ly gifts, and therefore (as ſhe confelleth) 
doth loue him ; Hee had lether ſee what 
rich treaſureghee hath layde vp in tore 
for her,and that enflameth her with a bur- 
ning deſire to bee ieyned with him, And 
now touching her mannerof Phraſe, Ler 
him kiſſe me with the kiſſes of his mouth : we 
{ee that this beginning is according to 
that Allegorie, vnder which the whole 
ſong is Written, | 
Truelovers which are betrothed, and 
haue promiſed marriage each to the 0- 
ther, do with kifles exprefle their Ioue ; 
The Church then being betrothed vnto 
Chriſt, vnder this geſture of lovers, ex- 
prefleth herardent delire of a necrer pres 
ſence cf him her Spouſe;that he may em= 
brace ker, and give her yet greater tokens 
of his love, yea bee ioyned molt neerely 
vnto her for euer, Where loucis hot,there 
be'greart paſſions in the mind, & the ſpces 
ches which doe expretle che ſame, are pa- 
theticall, Euen ſo heere this holy bride, 
tatz chaſte and pure Virgine, breas 
ken foorth into her ſpeech , with 
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with an exclamation,which is full of paſſi-_ 


ons, not of naturaFÞaſlions, but ot ſpiri- 
tuall louc and zeale, with which ſhecis in + 
flamed,and euen asit were with an im- 
.patience, defireth a ncarer coniunRion 
with Chriſt, G 
But ler vs come yet more neecrely into 
 theexamination of her words, and more 
fully to ſee her affeRion, You lee that ſhe 
dothvehemently delirenotonely to bee 
kitled of her ſpouſe,bur alſo as ſhee ſayeth 
With the kiſſer of his month. Here you mult 
marke well, why ſheecalleth them the 
kilſes ofhis mouth; for this is nota ſuper- 
fluous ſpeech. Qutcfhis{mouth procee- 
deth thatſacred word,which is the Inftru 
ment whereby ſheeis ioyned vnto him: 
 Forby theliveiy Oracles hee calleti her, 
hee lightneth her, he worketh faith in her, 
hee armeth her againſt her enemies, hee 
feedeth her 1 yea,to ſpeake briefly, hee 
conuaieth all his graces, and all good 
things into her,cueby the ſame his word, 
No maruell then though ſhee bee enfla- 
med with the deſire of rhe kitſes of his 
mouth, | From herice itis, that Dazed 
doth {» highly commend the holy doc- 
erine of the Lord,that ic is perfeQ,, pure Ge 
To, infalli- 
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Song of Salomon. Iz. 
infallible, and offuch worthy operation 
and effesin the DelFucrs,thn fayth 
it is moreto be dclired then gold, yeathe 
much fine gold, {weeterthen the honey, 
or the honey combe, P/a/. 19. But was the 
holy Spouſe at any time without the 
Word ? for ſhee ſeemeth tocrieforthac 
which ſhee had not, Jo | 

Chriſt did kilſe his beloued Spouſe 
with ſome kitles of his mouth, cuen from 
the beginning ; for hee did betroth him«+ 
felfevnto herby his word, hiscouenant, 
and promiſcs,cuen at the firſt. But marke 
how in his holy wiſedome hee hath diſ- 
poſed the matter, fo as hecommeth nee- 
rer and necrer,as it were by degrees,cuen 
vntothe full and perfet coniunfion, 
Adamand all the holy Fathers before the 
floud had his Word and Covenant by 
which he did aſſure them of his loue and 
fauour ynto eternall ſaluation, Hee res 
nued his promiſe with Abraharn, Iſaac, 8: 
Jaacob. Andafterthat the Children of 


mm 


{ 1/-aelwere come outof the bondage of 


Eoypt, he did morefully deliuer hislawes 
and ordinances vnto them by 2eſes: but 
as yetall things were vnder figures and 
ſhadowes. <CMeſerand all the Prophers 


did 
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did foreſhew;that in the fulneile of time 
the Bridegroome himſelfe would come 
in his owne perſorand fulfill all thinges. 
Then commeth the cleare light of the 
. Goſpel), and this is one of the kiſſes of 
his mouth, which ſhe ſo vehemently des 
fireth. All the Patriarkes, Prophets and 
holy ones, did wonderfully long to ſee 
the Bridegroome manifeſted in the fleſh, 
And therefore Chriſt eclleth his Diſciples 
fayingz Bleſſed are the eyes that [ce that 
ee ſee: For 1 tell your; that mauy Prophets 
aud Kings hauc deſired to ſee theſe things 
which you (ce, and hanenor ſeene them: and 
t0 heare thoſe things which you beare, and 
hane not heard them, Luk. 10, ver. 24. 


. - Thisis (asI1 fayd) oneofthe kifles of his 


mouth, which the holy Spoule did ſo ye. 
hemently deſire. And ſhe did know, thae 
there is yeta necrer kifle of his mouth, & 
that is, when hee ſhall ſay, Come yee ble/- 
ſed of my Bather, inherite the Kingdom, ec. 
Math. 25. And for this.is now her moſt 
earneſt deſire: For as Saint 7ob# witneſ+ 
ſeth, the Spirite and che Bride ſay, Come, 
Reu.22.17.At thereceyuing of this kille , 
ſhe ſhal be ivined ith bimfor euermore: 


& therfore ſhe defireth this day aboue all 
other . 
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other. Here then we may ſee, that while 
thisholy Virgine,the Lambes wife is here | 
below vpon the earth, yet her heart is in 
the heauens, her ioy is with her beloued, 
vnto whom ſhe defireth to beioyned, Is 
this thetrue- Church 2 What ſhall we ſay 
theti of them} which are fo worldly mins 
ded, that they never long after theſe kiſs 
ſes of the Bridcgroome ? Are their af- 
tetions ſet yporr heavenly things, as S. 
Paulrequireth'? Col, 3. Beloned, Let 
euery mantrie himſelfe : If yefeele the de- 
ſire to be ioyned with Chriſt -by. a true 
and lively faith, which is ingendred by 
his word, euen as it were by the kifſes of 
his'mouth,and that yce longto bee with 
him in the heauens, bleſſed are yee,world- 
lings haueno ſuch longing, 

Tt followeth, For thy lene us better then 
Wine: In theſe words ſhee rendreth arca- 
ſon of that her :moſt vehement deſire', 
which ſhee hath to be ioyned with him, 
The ſumme oft is, that. his loue wher- 
with hee hath loued her firlt,is ſo ſweete 
and comfortable, as that it is beyond 


all compariſon: ſhe ſayth it is better then 


wide, and wineisa yery precious; thing, 
which is , ( as the ſcripture fayeth ) 
gwen 
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And becauſe wineis as a principall thing 
in banquets,it is here putfor all the dain- 
ty, delicate, ſweeteand comfortable, or 
coftly things in the world, which the grea- 
teſt kings doevſc in fealtesand banquets; 
Sweet anddainty they bee indeede vnto 
the carnall man :_ and while the children 
ofthis world doe ſeeke yery greedily to 
fill and (luffe themſelues with the fame, 
repoling their chiefe felicitie and comfort 
therein :. the holy Spouſe ſheweth plaine- 
Iy that ſhee deſpiſeth theſe earthly dain- 
cies, and thatthe loue of Chrilt is' ſweeter 
ento her then they all. Thedelicate pers 
ſons which follow their pleaſures, and 
havetheir fine mulicke and their ſweete 
wines,findenot ſuch delight and comfore 
in their banqueting, asſhee doth in the 
loue of her ſpouſe Teſts Chriſt, They 
you ſce how her ſpeech ſtandeth, ſhee 
crycth out with delire-to bee with him , 
rendring thisreaſon,that hisloue is better 
ynto her, thenall the ſweete and dainetic 
chings that Princes haue heere in the 
world. 195 
How commeth it that this loue of 
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given to comfort mans heart. P/al. x04. 
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ſpeaketh in the plurall number,thy loues, 
becauſc his loue is the principall of all. 
Ic 38 fro hence,that ſhe knoweth he would 
giuc himſelfe for her, that hee mighe fan« 
Qifie her, 'and clenſc her by the waſhing 
gf water through rhe Word,thathe mighe 

-might make hex vnto hiinſelfe a glorious 
Church,nothauing ſpot or wrinckle,&c. 
Eph. 5.ver.25.26.27, The whele num- 
ber ofthe Ele& were in themſelues,vnger 
the thraldome of finne and condemnati- 
on, and ſhould all have goneto hell, bur 
thac as Saint /ohy fayeth, hee TJoued vs, 
and waſhed vsfrom our fins in his bloud, 
and made vs Kings and Piieltsro Gad his 
Father, Reu. 1,ver,5.6.1s not herc a ſweet 
loue, whichis better (as ſhe fayety) then 
wine? This loue did 27-ſes feele through 
faith, and it cauſed him to refuſe to bee 
called the ſonne of Pharaohs daughyer, & 
choſe rather to ſuffer affliftion with the 
people of God, then to enioy the pleas 
ſures of finne for a ſeaſon, eſteeming the 
rebuke of Chriſt greater riches, then the 
treaſures of Egvpt, Heb,r 1. This loue 
did Saint Paul (who before was .a blip 
phemer anda perſecutor)feele the {weet- 
nelle of it, and it cauſed hin, as a man 
C Eruct- 
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had forgiuen her ' many finnes, And 
doubtletle, cuery foule which through 
a true and lively faith doth apprebend 
the forgiuenetle of ſinnes in his.bloud, 
cryeth out, Let him kiſſe mee with the 
kiſſes of hs month, far thyloueis better then | 
Witte, | þ 
. . Tt followeth, Becanſe of the ſauonr of | 
thy good aiutmentsgthy name if as anojntment | 
powred.ons, therefore the virgins doe loue 
thee. In this verſe ſhe rendretha reaſon, 
why her, hartis ſo ſetypen him,and why 
ſhee dpth.loloue himythatin compariſon 
of him fhcerenounceth all the glory and 
riches,and pleaſures of this world,vtterly 
deſpiling them as.droſſeand vanity. Her 
reaſon; fdrawne from the excellency of |. 
her bcloued: that he is full of ſweet things © | 
by which bee doth perfume her, and ſo 
maketh her ſweet, alſo, ' For that which 
EO giveth 
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Song of Salomon. 19 
giueth the ſweetelt ſauour, maketh a man 
coicouet moſltafter it. Her ſpeech wheres 
with ſhe ſetteth forth the commendation 
of his ſweetnetle, is framed according to 
the figures ofthe Law. God comman- 
ded 7ofes to make a precious ointment 
and therewith to annoint the tabernacle 
and the miniſtring vellels, alſo Aaron && 
his ſfonnes, Exod. 30, And as it 13in Pla, - 
132, Is 

This ointment was powred ypon the 
head.of Aron, and wentdowne to the 
skirts of his cloathing. Hereby was figu- 
red the annointing of the Sonne of God, 
our Lord Ieſus with the holy Ghoſt, ac- 
cordingas it is written, The ' /pwit; of the 
Lord is vpon meybecanſe hee hath annointed 
wee, Ela 6 x,Heis therefore Chrilt, euen 
the Lords annointed, he inour nature , 
that is in the Manhood, as the head ouer” 
the whole church, hath receyuecd the ful-- 
neſle of all graces, as ic is written. that 
God gaue not the ſpirit to. him by mes- 
fure, Tok. 3.v. 34. And thatitpleaſed- the 
Father,that in him all fulnes ſhould dwel, 
Col.1.19. Hereis then the vetlell,which 
as therich treaſurie isfull of all heauenly 
and moſt ſweet graces, enen the man 
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20 Sermons wpen the 
Teſus Chriſt. But marke how the Bride 
doth proceed further in this matter, If a 
kweete oyntment be cloſed vp in a velleil 
i: remaineth ſweet within it ſelfe,. and 
within the vetlcll, rhe ſauour of it is liccle 
feit tothoſe tharcome neare it,but when 
It is powred forth, then che ſweetnetl 
thereof doth {pread and perfume all. W 
reade in the Goſpellofa woman which 
hada boxe of very coltly ointment of 
fpikenard,and ſhe brake the boxe,& pous 
red the ointment vpon the head of Ieſus 
_ as he fate at table, Marke 14 ver. 3. and 
the houſe was filled with the fauour 
of the ointment, John 13. ver. 23. So 
marke how fhee ſpeaketh here, Ar the (a> 
wonr of thy good ojntments, thy rame s as 
an ointment powred out: Or by this ſhee 
ſheweth, that the Bridegroome her welbe- 
loued doth not as a cloſe vetlcll keepe in 
to himſelfe thoſe ſweet graces wherewith 
heis annointed, butthat they areio deede 
powrcd forth ypon her,to annoint her,6c 
to make her ſweetealſo, The graces of 
Chriſt which are here called his ſweete 
ofnrments; are powred forthindeed, and 
doe ffywefrom him the head into all parts 
ofhis myſticall body, that isto fay, vpon 
ES. all 
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all the members of his Church, which 
being made partakers ot his annointing , 
and called Chriſtians : as it is written, Of 
his fulneſſe wee all receyue,cuen giacetor 
grace, Toh. j.,ver.16, But marke now how 
his name is an ointment powred forth 2 
He fulfilled all righteouſnes,Math, 3 ver. 
15. He offered himſelfe by his erernaM 
ſpicic witiiout ſpot vnto God, Heb. 9. 
ver. 74. He hath by his lacrifice of him- 
ſelfe,cuen by the bloud of his Crolle, ap« 
peaſed the wrath of his Father, and made 
reconciliation for the (ins of the world : 
He doth cloath al his Ele& with his own 
holineſlc,he doth ſlay finne in them, and 
repleniſheth them wich the vertnes and 
graces of his ſpirite y thus is his name as 
a precious ointment powred out, And 
therefore ({ayth ſhe) the Virgins do loue 
thee. | 

When Chriit erucified is preached, 
when the vertue and power of his death 
and reſurrection are ſhewed, when all his 
gracezarediſplayed,and layde open, then 
is,a8it were, the boxe ofthe good oynts 
ments broken, and his nzmeſs as an oint- 
ment powred foorth,then isthere a moſt 
tweet ſauour, which cauſeth the Virgines 
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to love him. Thus you fee that the [weet- 


nes 0ihis graces and heauenly gifts pow- 
red forth vpon her, haue enflamed her 
heart with this vehement loue and delire 
to bee with him, Al men are by nature 
vncleane,filthy, ſtinking and loathlome 
but all doe nor ſo well perceyue it,onely 
the regegerate doe come to the true ſenſe 
of tne tcloms {auqur of their ſinnes, & 
feeiei 
oyntments, and theſc are they that doe 
lovehim, | 

But how isthis? that ſhee fayeth Vir- 


ins docloue him? Is thereany other vir- 


gin that doth love Chriſt belides her elf ? 
Is net ſhe alone his Spouſe,and theonely 
chalt and pure one? Who then bee theſe 
virgins that ſhe ſpeaketh of ? They be her 
daughters, they be her companions,they 
be her {elfe : for though ſhe bee but one, 
it weereſpet the whoie body,yet becauſe 
ſhee contilteth of many, euen of ll the e- 
leR; ſhee ſpeaketh alſoof her cite as' of 
many. She is a chaſt virgin, and every 


fanhful foule is 2<þaft virgin ynco Chritt, | 


Sajnt Pand ſaychghe was teal us ouerthe 
Church of Corigth with a godly iealow: 
lie; .totilkavye (fayih hee) coupied yall 
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cooneman, to preſent you a chaſt virgin 
vato Chriſt, 2. Cer.r1:ver.2, Theſe yir- 
ins bee all the chaft worſhippers of God 
Reu. 14-ver.4. Theſe onely doe {mel! 
the ſweete ſauour of Chrilt. The world. 
I:ngs whomthe Scripture *calleth-adulte-" 
rers and adulterereſles, I2m.4. ver.q. be- 
cauſe they doe þy gining their herrt to 
the world,euen to.yncleane luſts of the 
fleſh,commit fpirituall whoredome a- 
ainft God;are drowned and onverwhel- 
| med abi: - > 9 of filthy vncleanneſle, 
and cannot {mel[the ſweet ointmments of 
Chrilt : and therefore they doe not, nor 
cinnot louehjm. ates | 
In the next verſe ſheſayeth; Draw m4, 
wee wil: runue after thee: the Kino kath 
bratoht mee into hi; Chambers, wee will bee 
olad ard reiojce in thee, wee will remember 
thy lane morethen wine, the richteons doe 
Lyne thee,” Here ſhe vitereth Rill her ye- 
hement affeftions, anddetfiretobee with 
her Chriſt, in divers ſpeeches; which wee 
will handle brieflyas they lie.Wee haue . 
{eene by her former ſpeeches, that by his 
loue towards her, and by the ſweetenclle” 
of his graces powred forth ypon her, ſhee 
is ſoinflamed wi: h + apa hingand with 
3. a ene 
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the deſire of being ioyned vnto him, that 
in heart and mind, and affeftion fhee 
mounteth vp aboue the heauens, deſpi- 
fingall chingz here below vnder the ſun, 
eyther riches, pleaſures or glory ,as meere 
traſhand vanity. Her* brid:groome is 
farre beyo1d themall in price and digni- 
ty, heeis her onely treaſure and ioy:: this 
(I ſay) wehaue ſcene by her ſpeech, and 
new is itcome tothis, that ſhee ſayerh ; 
Draw mee, wee will runue after thee? A- 
Jas good virgin, hath ſhce ſo greatadefire 
torunne afcer himgher only ioy in whom 
ſhee knoweth is all felicicie, and doe not 
her legs ſerues Doth her ſtrength fayle? 
or doth thee faint in the race? Doth ſhee 
defire moſtyehemently, and: yet cannot 
exforme? Yeaverily itis euen ſo, This 
is her eſtate. Shee doth plainely confeile 
her frailety,and the feeblenes ofher knees, 
that ſhee cannot runne after him, except 
he draw her. What ſhould bee the reaſon 
ofthis ? Surely her race is vpward, and 
| ſhe hatha burden vpon. her that preſſeth 
her downe: ye all the virgins, all ber 
daughters, all her companions have 
their loaivpon them. 
Though chey loue Chriſt, yet they 
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cannot continue their race afrer him any 
falter then hee ſhall draw them, If hee 
_ ceaſe. dra.ving, they give ouer running 
If fou will demaund what it is which 
doth ſo burden and preſſe down,ſo clog 
and hamper the feet, and make the knees 
ſo feeble: The holy Ghoſtduthtell you 
ifyou willreade, Heb, 12.ver.z, The 
ſpirit and grace of God deth draw, but 
the corruption of eur naturein euery one 
doth euen (trive to quench the Spirite 3 
Therefore the holy Apoſtle ſayerh, the 
fleſh luſteth againft che Spirire, ſo that 
you cannot do what you would, Gal.5+ 

The ſame dotine hee teacheth,Roe+ 
maines 7. And Chriſt Ieſus fayde to 
his Apoſtles: The Spurit is willeyg, but 
the fleſh is weake, Math, 26.ver, 41.And 
no man (faythhe) commeth vnto mee, 
except the Father that ſenr me,doe draw 
him, Io. . Marke well this Prayer of the 
holy ſpouſe:fertherby yeu may ſee plaln- 
Iy how contrary ſhee is to that belde 
and impudent trumpet, the Where of 
Bbel, cyen that 1dolatrous Church of 
Rome, which maintainceth with ſharpe 
arguments, euen with fire and Foerd, 


that men haue free Will and pron, 
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of themſclues , being once aſlifted by 
' grace,to runne vnto Chriſt, 

" The filthy harlot condemneth this 
holy virgin ef herelie, becauſe ſhee will 
not herein ioyne with her, Indeed, that 
wicked whore ſayth,that mans will is fo 
enfeebled, that without grace it can doe 
nothing, but preuented,and holpen,and 
asit were, ſet on foote by grace, fhee 
faythzit can and doth performe all things, 

- *Marke (I ſay) how the Bride doth heere - 
gainefay her: for ſhee had receyued grace 
fhee hadrunne,and doth runne,and cra- 
uicth his'graces that ſhee may runne ſtill , 
yea,and that ſhee may runne faſter, and 
runne to the end, It is not then(brethren) 
as thoſe falſe ſpiritsdo beare men'in hand 
chat man is' but maimed and halfe dead, 
and being ſer vp,and ſupported by grace, 
can runne then of himſelfe. Nay, there 
muſt be 2racevpon grace;ſtill even tothe 
end. Hereupon the faithfull ſoules fees 
ling how they bee (till cuen yoaked with 
the remnants of ſinne,and crying day and 
nightvntothe Lord Teſus to quicken the 
and to ſtrengthen them, and' ro draw the 
by his linely word andholy 'fſpirite, that 
they may runneafter him, do farre differ 
from 
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thoſe proud hypocrites which glory in 
themſelues, thar they can runne, and con 
duc what they luſt, _ | 

Ir followeth, 'The Ke breught Fee 
mtohis chambers, &c. T be words which 
follow,doe ſhew thar this vlauſc ſhould ra- 
ther beetranſlated thus: When: the king 


ſhall bring meecinto his Chambers : for 


ſhee ſperketh of aioy and gladaes which 
ſhall follow thereupon. This'is out- of 
duubr, . that hee had before this time 
brought her into his chambers : for ſijee 
{ſpeaketh of athing with which ſhee was 
not vaacquainted, » For'ſech heream>3n! 
men that did betroth themſelues;doe wil- 
lingly make known vnto them,co whem 
they are betrorhed, what riches, and trea- 
ſuresthey have in ſtore for thera ropolietle 
when th: y ſhall come co be-their: wiues - 
So our Lord Tefus Chrilt, having; betro-. 
thed himſclfe vnro his Ghurch, had from! 
rime to time, even from the becinning 
led herinto his chambers, and' ſhewcd: 
her what treaſures, riches and glory hee 
bath layd vp for hcrin the heaueos Kings 
haue the greateſt creaſureg vppon earth; 
and the richeſt arnamenrs inttFeir chams 
Lers: This King that heſperketh of, is 
| the 
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the greateſt of all Kings, and all the ri- 
ches of the Kings of this World, are but 
- droſſein compariſon ofthoſe which he 
hath Ilayde vp, and reſerueth in the 
heaucaly manlions for his beloued 
Spouſe. 

True it is, that ſhe hath had but a glim- 
mecring of them,and therefore ſtill coues- 
teth to ſeethem more fully : & her brides 

room hath opened them vnto her more 
lly at ſome time then at other, He ledde 
her into the chambers in the time of the 
Law, andopencd his treaſures vnto her, 
to ſhew her the riches and glory of his 
kingdome,which ſhe ſhallinherite with | 
him:but chis he hath done more fully vn. | 
der the Goſpecll, ſince he was manifeſted 
inthe fleſh , and moſt fully it ſhall bee 
done at the day of the marriage, when he 
ſhall receiueher home vnto him to dwell 
with him in the heauens for cuer, , But 
here it may be demaunded, how hee lea- 
deth herintohis chambers, that is, into 
th e heauens, while ſhe isyet in the carth? 
Y ou muſt ynderſtand that this leading 
 Isſpiricuall: hee doth give vnto her an 
eye of faith,by which ſhe beheldcth the 


inuilible heauenly riches and tr m_— | _ 
| ICs 
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life. His word layeth them open, and his | 


ſpiric giueth che ſight, asthe holy Apos 
eſcyth: The ee bath not ſeene, and the. 
zare hath not heard, neyther bane entred m- 


'  rothe hartof man the things which Ged hath 


prepared for them that loue him,but God bath 
renealed them wnto v5 by his ſpite; 1, Cors 
2.9.10. you ſee then thatit is the holy 
ſpirit, by which the Bridegroome lea- 
deth the Brideinto his chamber, to ſhew 
what thinges hee hath prepared for her, 
which fpiric dealeth not withoutthe word 
Then behold what is added, F- wil revoice 
and be pladinthee,cc. Here is ſpiritual ioy, 
here is mirth and gladnetſe which follows 
cthvpon theſight of the heauenly treae 
fures, Take a virgin which is betrothed 
vnto fome grezt Prince,and lead her{inta 
his chambers,and fhew vnto her all his 
rich ornaments andglory; — her, 
that all is kept for her, wil it not makeher 
to reioyce.and be glad?will not her mind 
be much affeRed with the loue- of ſuch 'a 
husband ? This virgin is Iedde into the 
heauenly chambers, and there is ſhewed 


vnto her the glory and the' riches 


of the Life to come , which thee 
hall keepe and polleſſe : how is ” 
"oe 


3 
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poſliivle then, but that ſhe ſhould be cuen 


xepleniſked with ioy and gladneſſe? How 


can it be otherwiſe, but that ſhee ſhal mE- 


tion his loue(as ſheſaich)more then wine? 


Is there any thing in this world, which 
will not ſeeme vile vnto her in compari- 


* ſon 2 Yea, will not ſhee (thats to ſay, e- 


ven all the righteous) loue him, magnifie 
him, extoll and prayſe himzand his loue ? 
Some of the children of this world,when 
the Goſpell ispreached, are a little l1ght- 
ned,anddoeasit were, peepe in at the 
doores of theſe Chambers of the Bride- 
groome; and hauealictle dimme fight of 
the riches and glory, - andare alittle mo- 
ucd therewith for thetimevnto- ioy and 
gladnefle: but the pleaſures and cares of 
this world, which aredeepecly ſeated in 
their heartes,doe put out all again. Their 
faith, their hope, and cheir joy in heavens 
iy things doevaniſh, and they lay hold of 
things tranſitory, 


y . 


Beloved, let vs take heede that wee 
be net ſuch, let vs not ia our vacleannes' 
ftand without to peepe in-at the deores,! 
andawayz burtletvsendeauour to bee of 
theſe pure. vir-ins, and ſo with our holy 
motier be led into the chambers,that wee: 

| may 
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may throughly view the heavenly. treas 
ſures Tayde vp, and bee aſſured that they 
be keptforys,and foreioyce, (as S, Peter 
G yeth) walk a, J, © ay ones and glorious $ 
IT, Pet.1,verſ.4-5. . for then ſhall wee 
mention his loue more then wine, then 
fhall we deſpiſe all things here below,and 
we ſhall loue him. Well let vs come now 
ynto her next ſpeech, | 

Iam blacke, O dangbter! of leruſalews., 
but comely , &c. New ſhee com- 
meth to take away the obieAion, whick 
may, bee, made againſt her after rhis 
manner, It falleth out ſemetimes, that 
ſome doe loue them, which doenot loue 
chem againe, Thou art wrapt with a ve- 
hement loue, but is not towardes ſuch'a 
one ascareth not for thee ? forthou ſetteſt 
him forth tobe. a glorious king, ſorich, 
and fo full of iweet things,as that nothing 
vnder heaven js-any thing comparable 
vnto him, Thou art not fitrs bee the wife 
of ſach an one: how ſhould helouethee? 
for thou artblacke, Is itnot mecte that ſo 
goodly a king ſhovld haue a right beauts 
full .Queene? How canſheceanſwer this.# 

She doth anſwer it fully. Firſt, confeſſih 
that ſhee is blacke indeed. 1 know that | 
| Re”. 
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am blacke,but yet withall I am comely: 
JT amwell favoured. Then fheevieth two 
compariſons : the oneto ſhew her blacks 
nefle,the other to ſet forth her comelines- 
Touching the firſt compariſon, our trans 
flation fayth, As the fruits of Kedar : but 
the words are, As the tents of Kedar.T hey 
were men which in hote countries kept 
cattell,and remouing from placeta place, 
dwelt in boothes and tents. The other 
compariſon is in theſe words, As the cur- 
$4ins or the, bangings of Salomon.Now ;wee 
mult know that in beth theſc there is a fis 
puratiue ſpeech: for by the tents and rhe 
curtaines are vnderſtood thoſe that dwell 
In chem. As ifſhee ſhould ſay, I am blacke 
Indeed, as the men inthe tents of K edar, 
whichareſunne-burnt;but yet I am com» 
Iy, as they that dwell in the Court of Sa- 
lomon: For theſe curtaines are all the 
hangings, yea by themis vnderſtood all 
the whole glory ef Sa/omonr Court. Wee 
rcadcin the holy Scriptures,that there was 
no glory inthe world comparable to the 
' glory of King Salomon. +> 
_ The, Queene of. Saba wzs aſtoniſhed 
when ſhee beheldit. Ifthe ſpiritual come 
linefſcand beauty ofthe Spouſe of Chrilt, 
now 
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how in thetimeof her frailety and im< 
perfection, bee comparable with Salomon 
in al his royalty,yea do exceed hin; whar 
fhal her beauty bee,when all her blcknes 
ſhall bee taken away, and Chiilt ſhall 
waſh her,and make her a glorions church, 
not hauing ſpotteor blemiſh,Cph.$. 
But now where as ſhee confelleth that 
ſhee is blacke, is ir not ſome caule ro ems 
payre her dignity, ot may ſhee notiultly 
for the ſame bee the leſſe eſteemed ? No 
for ſhee doth anſwere to that, ſhewing 
that her blackneile is nor native; it is nor 
according to her ſpiricuall birth; it is acci- 
dentary, it is but for time; ſhee is but 
funne burnt ; Looke not vpon mee (fayerh 
ſhee) that 1 am ſomenhat blacke, for the 
(wane kath ſhined ppon me; End 
A notable place to teach vs to take 
heede how we eſteeme the Church 6f 
Chriſt : for many: haue deſpifed her, res 
proached and forfaken her, becauſe ſhe is 
blacke. Ir harh been their veter deſtruc- 
tion, that they could not tooke inte her 
_ Inward beauty,and put a difference be. 
tweene her preſent elidteof frailety and 
imperfection; & that perfetbeanty vnts 
which fhee ſhall come, This admonition 
D which 
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which ſhee giueth, is right neceſſary at 
all times for her weake daughters, leaſt 
they be offended, aud torſake her for her 
blackges: butthere is then an other que- 
ſhonariſeth': why ſhould ſhe be Sunnes 
burnt? If ſhee bee fo great a Queene, the 
darling of a moſt high and glorious king, 
what occailon hath ſhee to empayre her 
beauty? To this ſhe anſwereth;that ic isa 
cruell violence,and a ſpitcfull iniury offes 
red vnto her, and that by ſuch as of all os 
therought leait ſo ro deale with her, Shee 
vſcth this fimilirudeas if a young beauti- 
full virgin dwelling in her mothers houſe 
had-churliſh and rough fellowes to . her 
brethren, whoin anger thruſt-her our at 
doores to keepe the vines, and ſo hee is. 
compelled to beein the ſunne,and to bee 
ſunne-burnt, And fo ſhee ſayeth,7bat ber 
mothers ſonnes were angry with her, aud 
made ber the Keeper of the'vines. It is a 
moſt cleare caſe that the boly. Church, 
and all her perfeeſt children doe want 
ofthe perfe beauty while they line here, 
and are ſomewhat blacke,partly through 
Gnnes, which dde remaine inthem,and 
partly through affliftions. I neede not 


ſtand toproue this, being a matter fo cui- | 
$BP R ; de nt. 
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dent. But herein is ſowe difficulty, who 
they bee whom ſhee calleth her mothers 
ſonnes. Some haue taken it that ſhee.cals 
lethoriginall finne, even all the concu- 
piſcences ef the fleſh, which are in all the 
cle from the wombe, her mockers ſons: 
for by theſe ſheeis forced to commit ma- 
ny ſinnes which dimmeher beauty, and 
to omit the doing her duty in part for 
her own: vine, ſhee ſayth- thee did not 
keepe, wherein the true beguty conliſteth. 
All his istrue, and according to. that 
which Saint Paw! ſpeaketh of himſelfe, 
Rom.7. © 

But I doe not ſee how concupiſceni* 
ces can becalled the ſonnes of her mo. 
ther,forin this ſong ſhe calleth che church 
that was of former time her mother. Shee 
doth not (as I take it) ſpeake of any mo- 
ther bur one. I take it therefore rarher, 
that ſheecalleth the depenera:e childreti 
her mothers ſonnes. They bee borne in 
the Church, they bee deſcended of the 
holy ones, they bon by outward profeflie 


' en the children of the true - Church 


but ſhee calleth them not the ſonnes of 
God,znor yet her brethren, far they bec 
very baſtards and degenerate children: | 

D 2 Suck 
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SUch were the wicked Priefts 2nd falſe 


P ropkets in the time of the Law , ſuch 
ave beene all the Heretikes,popiſh Pre- 
lates,and fefs of idelatrous and ſuperſti- 
tious orders vttder the Goſfpell, All theſe 


haue arrogantly challenged to themſelues - 


the honour and dignity of Gods church, 
and with wrath and fury have offered vios 
lence vnto the true ſpouſe of Chriſt, wher 
ef ſheehere complainerh, 

Tc would. bea matter ouer long and 
tedious for me to rehearſe whar perſecu- 
tions and afflitionstheſe thauelayde vp- 
on the Church, and what deſolations and 
deformities they haue brought vpon her : 
True it is,thae God by theſe hath afflited 
and chaſtiſed his cheſen pcople for their 
finnes. Then wee fee why ſkee is fome- 
what blacke,and it ſtandeth ys vpoen that 
wee takc heede wee deſpiſe her not for 
the fame. Howfſocucr ſhe ſeemeth to the 
eyes of the world, to bee bafe and farre 
vnrncete for ſuch a bridegroome, yet is 


ſhee beautifull in hiseyes,and hee will rid 


her,and ſet her free from all infirmittcs, & 
from the violence of her cruell foes,he wil 
make her to fhine in perfe&t beauty and 
glory,yea ſhee ſhail be bright as theſunne 

| In 
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in the Armament- 
Now ſhe turneth her ſpeechagain vn- 
to her beloued (that it may appeare hee. 
regardeth her) praying moſt earneſtly 
vnto him, that hee will ſhew her where 
hee feedeth, and.where hee ceuſcth his 
flocke tolye downe atnoone (for ſo the 
wordsare to betranſlated) ſhewing that 
if hee doe not,ic would not befor hisho- 
nour,nor for her gCod, For the ſenſe of 
this, firſt you know that Chriſt is the 
great ſhepheard, and therefore the church 
on earth ſecketh onely after him to bee 
fedde : For when ſheecalleth vpon him 
to ſhew her where hee! feedeth his ſheepe, 
It isto this end, that hee will feed her 88 
f eef<d the lockes of former times;for ſhe 
knoweth that there is bue one true ſhep= 
heard,who feedeth allhis ſheepe with the 
ſame paſture: ſhee Icoketh for no whole- 
ſomefcole vnlcile it bee with the aun+ 
clent Churches. Then next, 1t was the 
mmner of the ſhepheards in thoſe hote 
Countries to d:jue their ſheepe in tho 
heate of the day, vnto a placeof ſhadow 
where they might lye downegand refreſh 
them in that time ofthe parching heate, 
The bride crauethinancly of him whom 
| Dy ſhee 
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ſhee loucth molt entirely , that hee will 
ſhew vnto her the place where hee cau- 
ſeth his locke ro Iye downe at noone. 
The ſumme of her requeſtis,that he wil 
not onely as her great ſhepheard, feede 
her with his wholeſome food of life, bur 
alſo that he will refreſh her, as it were in 
the ſhadow, when the Sunne ſhincth 
hoteſt, that is, when perſecutions, be the 

ceateft. For by the parching heate ef the 
| may meant the heate of perſecution as 
our Sauiour teacheth, Math. 1 3. A molt 
worthy placeto be noted, that the true 
Church doth not onely depend vpon 
Chriſt Ieſus alone for her foode,reiefting 
all doftrines of men, butalſois in che 
raiddeft of the hoteſt perſecutions, refes 
ſhed by him. Whea tyrants doe rage,you 
would thinke that the poore' Church was 
neglefed of him, as moſt wretched, and 
molt miſerable: bur it is nething ſo: for 
euen then doth he refreſh her in his com- 
fortable ſhadow: for thef2ithfull recey - 
ving the comforter whom hee ſ{endeth , 
Tobn 16. Doo reloycein afflitions, Rom. 
F-ver. 3, And when they haue trouble 
in the world, they have peace in Chritt, 


power 
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| power ofthe Lord, vnto thoſe whom hee 
feedeth. | EE 

| Men are afcaideto-profelle the goſ- 
pell, becauſe ofthe crucll perſecutors,and ® 
' fo they do account it a ſatety to flye from 
Chrilt ; the holy Church is contrary,ſhe 
deth not ſecke, how ſhcee may deale cos 
uertly, and ſo auoyde'perill,but openly 
approacheth vnto Chrilt, knowing that 
hee can,and will refreſh her,. euen when 
the Sunne ſhineth hoteſt. Let 'vs then, 
ſeeke with our mother, and-cleaue vnto- 
Chriſt, for hee hath a layer, at noone hee 
willrefreſh vs,and make vs inthim to ' lie 
downe in peace, euen in the middeft of 
the burning flames, All che holy Martyrs 
which ſuffered for the Goſpell doe teſtis 
fie theſe this thing : Why ſhould wethen 

bee afraide? Then touching the reaſon , 
which ſhee addeth, that if hee doo not. 
ſhew her where hee feedeth; and alſo re 
freſh her 1n the heate, ſuch is her frailety. 
| that ſhee ſhall decline and ioyne ' with 
falſe Worſhippers;and that would not be 
; to his honour, nor to her good, why 
(feyth ſhee) frond I bee as one that twr- 
neth aſide to the flockes of thy companions? or' 
88 it may well bce tranſlated, as one that 


W'4 pit- 
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pircheth or ſpreadeth her Tent by the 
flockes of thy companions. T hat the 
faithfull doe worſhippe God- arizht in * 


© ſpirite and truth ; ohy 4. and doe nof 


toyne with idolarers, they hayejt not of 
themſclues, but from hence, that they 
bezll raught of God, 1obn 6, verſc 45. 
But if ſhee ſpeake heere of idolatrous 
flockes , vnto whome ſhee ſhall curne, 
if Chriſt donot teach her, then the Ma- 
ſters of falſe worſhippe are called the 
companionsof Chriſt, is not that a digs 
nity over great for ſuch wicked men ?for 
anſwere ynto this, wee mult note that 
ſheedoth not call them, ſo giving vnto 
them thereby any dignicy, but rather no- 
ting thereby what wicked viurpers they 
be. For Chriſt is the onely Maſter, the 
onely fhzpheard, the onely Teacher of 


. the true worſhippe of God ; and 2ll ſuch 


as fet vp a worſhippe and adeqtine of 
their owne, aduance theraſclues even 
to be his companions, Such a compani- 
on isthe Pope, forhee doth take vpon 
him. toframe a Religion, and (tandetly 
© maintaine thatit is of equal[ auchori- 
ty with the religion of Chrilt. 
But wee aretaught heereto ſceke vn. 

| to -.: 
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to the Lord Ieſus, that hee may ſhewe 
vnto vs where hefccdeth his flocke,that 
wee may ioyne With che ſame, and bee 

fedde by him, and 1o kept, thatwe 
decline not to the flockes of 
ſuch companions. The 
Lord glue vs that 
grace, Amen. 
Let vs 


pray. 


Gich 
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The ſecond Sermon. 


"CHAP. L 


8 Ifthou kyow not,O thou fayreft among, 
women,get thee forth by thefteps of the flocks 
ard feede thy Kids by the tents of the ſveps | 
ſhearas.. | 

9 I hauecompared thee my loue, untothe | 
troupe of horſes in the Chariots of Pharach, | 

10 Thy cheekes are comely with rowes of | 
ftones and thy necke with chaines, | 
' 11 Wee willmake thee borders of polde , 
with ſtuds ef filuer. | 

12 While the King was at his repaſt, my 

ſptkenard gaue the ſmell thereof. 

13 My welbeloned is as a bundle of myrrhe 
wnto meghee ſhall lodge betweenetay breaſts . 

14 My welbeloned ts as a cluſter of Came | 
phire unto mee inthe vines of Eugeate. | 

15 My loue, behold, thou art fayre, be. 
hold thou art fayre, thiue eyes axe hke the 

Aouess | 


16 My 
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16 My welbeloned, behold thou art fayr® | 

ard pleaſant alſo our bed i greene. ; 

'- 17 Thebeames of our houſe are Cedars, 

the rafters are of Firrh. 


&| wee ſhall heare what 
2: the Bridegroome fay- 

eth, for he anſwereth 
in foure verſes, and then each doth coms 
mend the 6ther by courſe. Her laſt re- 
queſt which ſhe made vnto him was rhis: 
that Hee would ſhew her where hee feedeths | 
and where hee eauſeth the flacke to lye downe 
atuoone. And vnto this hee doth frame 
his fi: {t ſpeech in moſt kind and (loving 
manner, thus: If thou know not(layth he) 
O thou fayreſt among women. The veric 
forme ofhis ſpeech dooth ſeeme to im« 
port chus much : That it is a ſtraunge 
thing, that ſhe doth not know where hee 
feedeth his flocke : for hath hee not from 
cnc beginning fedde his Church, ſo as the 
church 
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church hath knowne how and where he 
hath fed her? yes doubrlefle, bur yet the 
falſe teachers have oftcotimes fo prevailed 
and haue ſo cenfidencly challenged rg 
themſelues the name and title of the true 
Church, and thetrue knowledge hath 
beene oftentimes ſo darkened, that the 
poore ſheepe of Chrilt haue nor. knowne 
almoſt which way to turne them, beeing 
in dangerof joyving themſclues to the 
flockesofthoſe companions, but that they 
kauc had their refuge in flying vntoChriſt 
to be taughtthe truth by him, Partly ins 
deed (as it cannot bedenyed) by negli- 
gencethoſe things come to palſe : bur 
Chrilt unoe np probe her with thar, 
but dothVery readily inſtrut herzas wee 
ſhall ſee in that which followeth. Then 
farcher that he calleth her, The fayreſt 4- 
_ wamen, you may {ce how bear.tifull 
and comely.ſhee is in his fight. Howſoe- 
uer ſhee ſeemeth in her owne eycs to be 
blacke(asall the faithfull are priuy to their 
 owne deformities)and howſoeucr others 
doe deſpiſcher while they doe eſtceme 
her to bee voyde of beauty * yet vnto 
Chriſt ſheeis the fayreſt of a!l other, 
Great flockes there hauc becne in the 
. World 
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World of fundry profefſions, and good- 
ly glory, and externall ornatnents they 
haue beene decked withall : but cheyt 
beauty in the eyes of the Lerd is nov 
ching comparable to the beauty of his 
Spouſe, whois baſe in outward ſhew , 
but yetby her ſpirituall ornaments fhee. 
excelleth them all , ſo that hee calleth her 
The fhyreſft among wome ne TED 

This is a wonderfull comfort vnto c- 
ucry faithfull ſoule, when the Divell in 
timeof temptation ſhall ſuggeſt after this 
manner : "Thou art ſpotted and defiled 


with many linnes and offences: thou art 


foule, thou are blacke, thou art deformed: 
how ſhould the moſt holy and glorious 
Lord leſugdelightitichee? Confider thy 
ſelfe, what reaſon haſt thot) tothinke that 
thou ſhalt bee married vnto him 2 Yea 
what ſhould perſwadethee, that hee re- 


gardeth thy prayers? that the voyce of 


Chriſt is this : © chow fayref? among + wo- 
men, What would ye hauc more? whe we 
are ſofull of deformitics, yet fayre in his 
eyes.But how thenziechat which is blacke 
fair in theeyes of Chriſt?No verily,for he 
ciapproue nothing that is ynclean,bur he 


beholdeth che beuty of his ſpouſe,ſofar as 


ſhe 
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is regenerate & decked with yertues:and 
as for her blacknes and deformitics, they 
ſhall be -wholy taken away, So hee bes 
holdeth her juſtified and fanRified in 

himſelfe. ' 

And thus much touching his kinde 
ſpeech: and new let ys ſee whar aun - 
ſwere hemakethvnteher requeſt. Shee 
doth entreate him ofall loue to ſhew her 
wherehe fecdeth his flocke, that ſhe may 
ioync her ſeclfe there to be fed with them, 
ynder him, and by him her onely ſhep- 
heard. And marke what hee biddeth her 
doc;that ſhe may obtaine her deſire heere- 
in. Goe forth ({ayde he) by the fteps of the 
Plocke, and feede thy kiddes by the Tents of 
the ſbepſheards. Is this' the way. to finde 
him where hee ſeedeth, and where hee 
cauſeth his flocke tolye downe at noone? 
Is this a ſufficient aunſwer to her requeſts 
yes doubtlefſe : Chrift aunſwereth her 
delire to the full : Letys therefore confi- 
der the ſenſe ofhis words: for they in- 
ſtruct vs in a molt weighty matter. Some 
doctranſlate them thus : Seeiwg thow know- 
eft not, O thos fayreſt amoug women, get 
forth, flay not inthe frotfeppes of that flecke , 
and feedethy Kids aboue the tents of other 
i fovep- 
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frepheards. Agifhe ſhould willherto came 
away from thoſe fleckes of his compani- 
ons, a8 ſhee called them, and. not walke 
in their wayes : for albeit they in theyr 
blinde denotion pretend! te worthippe 
God, yetindeed they worlkipge Diuels, 
And ſeeingthe doQtrines and religions 
of thoſe companions bee from mans in- 
ucntion, and ſo areof the carth here be- 
low, yea cuen from the pit of hell: ſhee 
mult feede her kids abouc the tentes of 
thoſe other ſhepherds, ſhe mult lead them 
inte the heauecnly paſtures, 

Thisis a godly ſenſe, but I doe not 
ſeehow the wordes will beare it in- this 
place. Indeed the prepolition gue/figni« 
fGeth indifferently,aboue, vpen,or befide, 
as to lay,abouc the tents, or beſides the 
tents. But in the other words there is a 
very eclipſe, -when the words are plain= 
ly ſer downe thus, Goefeorth in the fteppes 
of the flocke,to ſay, Goe foorth, fay met, or 
walke not in the fteppes of the flecke. And 
moreouer we are to notethat in her yche- 
ment:{uite ynto Chrift, hee would ſhew 
ker where hee feedeth : fheefayth : 
foonld:1. bee as one that turneth aſide to the 

 flockes of thy companions i Shee layth not > 
4 | ene 
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the flocke. Thefalſe worſhippers be ma- 
ny flockes, and ſo fhee calleth theta: for 
they differ in their Religion catch from o- 
ther. 
If Chrift then had ſpoken of rhoſe, 
he would haue called them flockes,as ſhee 
did, and notaflocke. Hee would haue 
fayd, Goe forth,Walke not in che fleppes 
choſe flockes which thou ſpeakeft ofs 
The true Church indeede conlifteth of 
many ſeverall flock*s,if we reſpe the di- 
ucrlity oftimes and places : but if weres 
ſped the vnity of heir faich, and how 
they be made one miſtical body of Chrilt 
they bee all but one flocke. Againe wee 
finde intheholy Scriptures that Hypoe 
crites and counterfeyte worſhippers are 
called Goatcs; yeagthey be euen heardes 
of \wine, or rather of Wolues, and ſuch 
like crucll beaſts, we inde them not cal- 
fed: ſheepe,as the Lordspeople are called 
Now in this place the words do ftand 
thus: Go forth in'the ſteps of the ſheepe: 
I eake ie therefore yery clecre, that hee 
ſpcakcth of the people of God, ſaying, Ge 
foorth im the flepr of the ſheepe If thout wilt 
Fade mee where I doe feede my Hoops 
4 that 
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thatthou mayeltioyne with them to bes 
come oe flocke, goc forthin their ſteps, 
and feede thy Kids by the tents of the 
ſhepheards, PE 

 Hereis the way for all the faichfull to 
finde where the great. ſhepheard of the 
ſheepe, our Lord leſusfeedeth his flocke: 
then ler vs conſider diligencl.c of it, that 
wee may fellow bi; direftion. It is the 
Church which maketh her prayer,that he 
would ſhew vnto her wherehe feedeth, 
What flocke doth hee feede beſides the 
Church Isnot ſhee his onely flocke 2 
What other ſhcepe then are thoſe whoſe 
Reps ſhee mult trace to inde where hee 
feedeth? Indecdethe Church is but one, 
and Chriſt feedeth notie other flocke bes 
fidesher> but you muſt obſerue that this 
is the prayer ofche Church eaer vppon 
earth : Shew mee, O thou whom my ſonle 
leneth,where thon feedeſt, And there be 
which were vpon ezrth ir fortner time . 
which are goneout ofthe World.Theſe 
arethe ſheepe in whoſe ſteps hee willeth 
her to gveforth, and by the Reppes of 
theſe ſhee ſhall come to finde where the 
wholeſome paſtureis. : 
The caſe ſtandeth thus : There 18 
| 7 but 
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bur one true faith, one holy Religion,&c 
worſhip of God,onepure deQtrine, one 
ſpiritu@ food or paſture for all that come _ 
0 life, | 
Alchough it hath not beene de,iuered 
atall times alike, or vader one forme: for 
Fathers vnder the Law had all vader 
figuresand ſhadowes, which the Goſpell 
layeth open clearely. Hereupon it fol- 
loweth,that when there ariſe SeAmaſlters, 
Heretikes andfalſe ceachers, which draw 
flockes of Diſciples afrerthem, and:cach 
company boaſteth that they bee the true 
Church, and:now' the faithfull in the 
middeſt of theſe confufions,crie eut ynto 
Chriſt, to ſhew them where he doth feed: 
his piretion is this:Goe forth in the ſteps 
of the ſheepe, looke into the wayes ofthe 
ancient Churches, looke what dodrine, 
and what religion they profciled, looke 
what ſhepheards fedde them, ioyn your 
ſelues to the tents ofthe ſame ſhephearps, 
and feede in the ſame paſture. Here then 
bee two things chicfly to be conlidered: 
whichalſo muſt not be parted a ſfunder, 
the ſteps of the ſheepe,and the tents ofthe 
ſhepheards : for there is a great controver- 
lic betweenevs, and the Rowiſh church : 


They 
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Theycall vs Schiſmatikes, and we ſtand 
to maintaine that they be the Synagogue 
of Antichriſt,the great whoreoſ-Babel;the 
 mcthor of whoredomes and abominatis 
ons of the earth, an idolatrous trumpet, 
To the triall we come, they crye' out for 
the {t-ps ofthe zuncicnt flockes; and the 
tents of the ancient ſhepheards that fedde 
them,and ſa doe we, ©: ; 
Herein we do:conſent tbut yet when 
wce cone to the point, we differ as far as 
I'ght and darknetſe: For whereas. wee 
looke vnto the ſteps of 4braban, 1ſaacks 
and /aceb ,and other holy men,whom the 
Scripture commendeth, weelooke. vnto 
the faich, the doctrine and the religionof 
Hoſes and the Prophets, yea of the Apes 
files and Martyres of Chriſt Ileſus; wee 
looke how they worſhipped, and' how 
they lived, as the ſacred Hiſtories of the 
Bible doe ſet foorth vnto vs: for if the 
word of God did not teltifie ofthem, how 
ſhould wee know their ſteppes to bee the 
 ſepsof Chrilts flock? Alſo we lopke who 
were the ſhepheardsynder Chriſtin aun- 
cient time, euen che Prophetsand the A+ 
poſtles, wee looke vnto their tents, and 
by them wee ſecke for paſture. Wee 
B'3 laoke 
Fd 
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looke only vato the written word which 
18 deliuered vnto vs from God by them + 
for their wricings are as the ſhepheardes 
tents ereted,and there only is the whole» 
fome foode, there bee che greene paſtures 
there wee joyneour ſelues vato the true 
ſheepeof Chriſt : This is our courſe, as 
Chriſt here willeth, The Papiſt will 
noe of this : but they will let pafle the 
ſteps of Abraham, 1ſaach and Tacob, of the 
Parriarkes and Prophets of the Apoltles, 


andother hely men, of whom the Word : 


of God bearcth witneffe: they will not ; 


allow that the writings of the Prophets 


and Apoſtles ſhall bee the tents of theſe ; 


Hold notthatto be the onely wholeſome / 
paſture, with which” they feede Gods *' 
people. Andthey will haue men looke 


to the ſteps ofcertaine. Popes, Cardinals, 


Monks,Fryers,6 a degle offuch vermine J 


which for the ſpace of fome hue or lixe } 


hundred yeares hath crawled vppon the 


earth. They ſend vs to the decrees of Þ 
Popes and Popiſh Prelates, and to their | 
owne conſtitutions, there wilt they haue | 
the tents of the ſhepheards tobc,and the | 


Wholcſome paſtures, What a blindenelle | 
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Song of Salomon. 
is 1c in all thoſe which canot ſee that theſe 
bevery theeues'& murtherers? For when 
Chriſt willeth vs to go foorth by the ſteps 
ofthe ſheepe,&c to feede by the tents of the 
ſhepheards , what ſheepe meaneth he, but 
thoſe whom he hath giuen ceftimony vn- 
toby his word, that they were his faich- 
full worſhippers? Where ſha]l wee ſeeke 
the Church butin the holy Scriptures of 
the Apoſtles and Prophets ? When hee 
ſpeaketh of the tenrs of the ſhepheardes , 
which fed and guyded thoſe auncient 
flockes, whom ſhall wee take them vo be 
but onely thoſe whom hee hath declared 
to bee his ſeruants?euen the holy Apoſtles 
and Prophets? Then marketheſe Popiſh 
ſeducers, They teach many [trange doc- 
trines, contrary to the dodrine of the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, cuen doctrines 
of Diucls; 

They worſhip Idels,and have a thou« 
ſand ſuperttitions:and when they ſhould 


_ prouethe chat me may come toioyh with 


theancient people of Godzand ,to feede 
by the tents of thoſe faithfull ſhepheards: - 
they ſtand by the way fde,Gc tel men that 
they will proue their doQrine & worſhip. 
by ancient ſhepheards and ſteps of the 

© 4 ſheepe 
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ſheepe, and leade them vnto by-lanes vn- | 
to their owne Companies,” and murcher . | 
them : For they haue rcothing to proue 
their dotrine «nd worſhip but theirown 
authority. Sucha Pope, {a many Cardi- 
nalsand Biſhops did decree this, and that 
they cannoterte, therefore wee muſt be- 
leeue it, Heereizall their proofe, But let 
vs leaue theſe wicked companions, and 
hearken againe what Chritt fayccth now 
further vnto his beloued Spoule. 

Wee haue ſcene how vehement her 
deſire is in ſeeking after him,and now he 
ſheweth how much the ſame pleaſcth him 
for the commendation which hee giueth 
ynto her;is drawne from thence. Bur ſee 
now vnder what compariſon he-praiſeth 
her. I haze likened thee 19y Lowe (fayeth 

he) witothe trorpe of borſes, which 15 in 
i the Charicts of Pharaoh. Thy cheeks s are 
Mz \comely wth rowes of (tones, and thy necke 
with chainer. A troupe of horſes, becing 

thehorſes alſo ofa mighty King,and fur- 
ol niſhed for the wars,decked-with rowes of 
| precious [tones vpon their cheekes, 2s the 
| manner ofthe Egiptians.and other coun* 
tries was, and chaines of golde about their 
neckes, was a very goodly light, pow 
VA- 
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ynto thoſe hee compareth his Spouſe, 
with her ſpiricuall decking and orna- 
ments, as it were rowes of goodly precis 
ous ſtones and chaines, 

Bur further, you muſt note, that the 
treupe of horſes in the Chariots of Phas- 
rach were [treng, cheerefull, prompt,and 


ready tothe war: and herein the Church 


is compared vnto them, It may be ſaid 
is this holy virgin as a troupe of horſes to | 
the warre? er is ſhe for warre ? Yea, ſheis 
called the Church militanc, that is the 
Churchcyarring, The enemies againſt 
whom ſhee warreth are mighty. They be 
principaliciesand powers, they .-bee the 
rulers ofthe darkenes of this world, Her 
warre is again(t all the Diuels of Hell: 
thee ſeeketh vnto Chriſt, ard hee hath ar» 
med her with fſpiricuall armour to van- 
quiſh them all, Vnto this battell ſhee is 
prepared, ſhee is adorned, ſhe is prompt 
and ready, ſhee is full of fortitude and vas 
lourzthe troupe of horſes in the chariots 
of King Pharaeh,are not comparable vnto 


| her. Ww 


They beltrong and ſwifr,and ready to 
the barrel, but they be bur fleſh. They be 


deckedand {c: forth with rowes of preci- 
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ous ſtones vpen their cheekes, and with 
gold chaines about their neckes, thelc bee 
things corruptible. Her ftrength is {piriru- 
all, and againſt ſpirituall enemies ; her 
ornaments which are likened vnto rowes 
cf precious ſtcnes,be alſo ſpirituall, And 
ſhe is commended for her fortitude which 
he hath armed ker withall, even that ar« 
mour of God, as Saint Paw! calleth it, E- 
pheſ. 6. We ſee then thatall that long af- 
ter the Lord Telus, looſe not their labour 
in ſeeking vgito him :tor he deckeththem 
with heaucnly ornaments, maketh them 
valiant and [troog in his owne power to 
bght, ard to prevayle againſt the night - 
eft enemies, euen the Diuels of hell. Let 
this ſtirrevs vp to ſecke after him continu- 
ally. Heis our ſiecngth and fortitudeghee 
380ur refuge and detcnce,through him, as 
Saint Pax!ſayech, we are more then con- 
querours. And vling the gracesand gifts 
well which he beſtoweth vpon vs, wee 
ſhall receyue more; for marke what hee 
promiſeth in the words chat follow, ee 
will make thee borders of golde with ſtuades 
of filucy. ET 
You ſce that theſe words are a premiſe 
and indecd :$ it i; manifeſt, a promiſe of 
fUr- 


n 
C 


NM. *: oP "v.40 0-5 :.064 bs Wy 


Song of Salim 57 


| further rich ornaments. She is richly dec- 


ked already, but her decking ſhall bee 
yet more, She ſhall haue the moſt excel- 
lent ornaments of golde and (ituer,which: 
wrought together doe {et forth each o- 
ther. Indeed by theſe,the heaucnly graces 
of the holy Ghoſt are l1gnified. But who 
are they whichſhall make and pur vpon 
her theſe goodly iewels? for hee tayth not 
I will ea, 401 but Wee will make thee 
borders of golde, with ftuas of filuer, Who 
are they whem the Bridegroome here io- 
neth with himſelfe in this, worke? Are 
they his friends, the holy Apoftles & Pros 
phets? Indeed they as inftruments haue 
decked and beautified the Church, with 
the rich & coſtly ornaments which were 
deliuered vnto them for to put ypon her, 
and therefore it may aftera ſort be ſpoken 
of them. | 

Bur more fully it is tobee vaderſtood 
of the three perſons in the glorious Trini- 
ty, the Father, the Sonne, and the holy 
{Ghoſt : for all thefe doe decke and beau- 
tine the Church. The Feather hath gnuen 
his Scnne t@ bethe Saujour of the world, 
and with him, or rather ia him all good 
clipge. The Sonne hath wrought all 
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righteeuſnefſe, and finiſhed all things 
which concerneourredemption. And 
the holy. Ghoſt maketh vs> partakers of 
the ſame, 

Thus you ſee what a promiſe is made 
vato the Church : fe hath gaedly rich 
tewels beſtowed vpon her, and more 
coftly ſhe hall haue, euen vntill ſhe come 
to the full and perfe& beauty,which ſhee 
ſhall haue in the heauens, Let vs then 
take comfort in this promiſe, and ſet our 
hearts conſtantly and zealoully to ſeeke 
the LONGIEUS itisa thing ſo pleaſing in 
his fighr, haſt chou receyued fpirituall 
decking in thy ſoule ? Sceke Chriſt, and 
thou ſhalt haue more;for heere is a pro- 
miſe. _ 

Now the Church ſpeaketh againe, ſet- 
ting forth by three compariſons the ex- 
ccllent ſweetnes of Chriſt Ieſus, her moſt 
louing Spouſc, namely, of Sprkenarde, 
Camphire and Myrrhe, But there is fome 
hardaetle in the firſt ſentence of her 
ſpecch, whichis thus tranſlated, While the 
King was at his repaſt, -my ſpthenarae gane 
ae [mellthercof That which 1s trafifla« 
ted bis repaſt, may bee taken his ſeetmggtor 
the maner was in banquets to fit round: 
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ſo the word is vied more generally. The 
ſenſe may be taken two wayes : far if we 
take it after our tranſlation, then ſhe ſpea- 
keth ofthe King with her banquet heere 
vpon earths Chriſt is ſayd to feaft and 
banquet with the godly while they liue 
here. For thus hee ſayeth, Behold 1 ſtand 
at the doore and knocke, if any beare my 
w2yce and open, 1 will come ana ſuppe with 
him, and hze with mee;Reu, 3.ver. 20. If 
weetake it thus, while the King is in his 
ficting, that is, while hee yet ſittethin the 
heauens, then is therea ſecret compariſon 
co the ſetting forth ofhis wonderfull and 
vnipeakable (weetnes, As itſhee ſhould 
{ay,cuen now whilethe King my welbe - 
loued is ficting in the heauens, compatled 
about with hi holy Angels, and I heere 
vpon theearth below, there is a' wonders 
full diſtance betwecnevs,8& yetthe ſweet 
{auour of him commeth vnto mee; yea, I 
doe {ſmell his ſweetinetle, euen asit were, 
the precious ſpikenard, Myrrh and Cams 
phyre. 

How great is his {weetnes that c0- 
meth vato mee through this diſtance? 
How ſweet and delighifome ſhall he bee 
vato mee, when 1 {hail dwcll with hin 

| in 
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in the heanens? But it flatly gaineſayeth 
this ſenſe which followeth, it wee take 
the words,as they be in our En2liſh tran 
ſlation, namely thus, my Spikcnard gauo 
the {ſmell thereof. For then the Church 
commendeth her owne ſweetnes,by ſays 
ing, My Spikenard gane the ſmell thereof ; 
Doubtletle ſhe piayſeth herethe ſweete- 
nelle of Chriſt, and therefore ſeeing the 
words doe indifferently beare ir,becauſc 
the letter wbich isthe aftixe ſonxtime 
formeth the adieQiue, I take itto be the 
righter way to tranſlate it thus :That which 
8 of Spikeuarde gaue the ſmull thereof. For 
as I ſayde by Spibenard, WMyrrhe, and 
Camphiregſhee ſetteth foorth how ſweete 
Chriſt is vnto her. : 

In thenextyerſe ſhe likeneth himvn - 
to a bundle of Myrrbegand fayeth, that hee 
foall remaine between her breaſts, In our 
ſpeech a bnndleis of ſome waight ; but 
the word which is heere vſed, lignifieth 
notonely ſuch a bundle. , but alſo any 
little bunch of flowersor ſwectes that are 
bound rogether:ſhe compareth him ther - 
fore vntoa bunch of Myrrhe,or noſegay 
(as we call it)ſuch as they be to make of 
the ſyectelt Bowers, which Cs? 
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did {ctin their boſomes betweene theyr 
breaſts, and ſo they haue the ſweet fauour 
chriyerie eheir noſe. So this holy Vir- 
gin, the Spouſe of Chritt, feeling her 
welbeloued to bce ſoſweet vnto her ſay- 
eth,thit hee 1s as a bunch of ſweet myrrh, 
and chat ſhee will fet him in her boſome, 
eucn betweene her breaſts, and there hee 
ſhall remaine;thac ſhee may alwaycs ſmell 
his ſweetnes, . 
In the third place ſhe ſayetb, Hee ir to her 
4 a cluſter of Camphire, or of Cypras,a ve- 
ry ſweet thing : and euen as the ſweeteſt of 


_ that kinde, which grewin the vines of 


Engedie, Is Chriſt Ieſus as the Bridehere 
fayern ofhim? Is heſo replenifhed with 
ſweetnetle, that euen from the high hea- 
uvens hee perfumeth the whole world with 
moſt excellent ſweet ſmell? How is it the 
ehat che Spouſe ſaycth,it isvato heres Doc 
none ſmell this ſweetnes but ſhe? Doubt. 
lefle the Church only hath the right fenſe 
how ſweet the Lord is, Shee cuen all the 
EleR, the redeemed 2nd fanQified in 
Chriſt, doe feele the free remiflion of ſins 
and reconciliation to God,from whence 
ariſeth a ſweete peace and ſpirituall ioy; 
through fakch ſhe apprehEdetb _ why > is 
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fanRifier, hee is fixed in her heart, euen 
in her breft, and ſo he maketh her conti- 
nually to feele his ſweete ſauour. The 
children of chis world doc ſmel the ſweet 
ſauour of many earthly chings, and doe 
very much delight therein : but the ſweets 
nes of Chriſt they doe not ſimell. This is 
no marucll : for let the ſunne ſhine never 
ſo bright, yet hee that is blinde percey— 
Acth icnot, And lethim that is without 
the ſenſe of ſmelling come among ſweet 
ſauours, yet hee ſmelleth noching. The 
Lord Ieſus is preached,and as it werethe 
boxe of precious oyntment powred forth 
Into the world, ſo that the whole ayre is 
as it were, perfumed wich his ſweet fas 
your : but many are ſo ({tuffed with euill 
fauours,cuen with the ftinking ſauours of 
carnall lufts, which yet fſeeme moſt des 
lightfome vato them, as that they canner 
ſmellany ſpirituall Fweetnefſe. When the 
faithfullare even rauifhed in miad with 
the: ſauour of him that commeth vnto 
them, thoſe other are nothing moued: 
They favour the things which are of the 
fleſh,and net thethings which arcef God 
Here isa place then, by which cuery one 
of ys may tryc himſelfe, whether we bee 
in 
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inthe right way or not: you ſceplainely 
what the mother ofall Gods children fay- 
th, how {weete Chriſt is vato her, aud | 
how her heart j8cuen ſetypon him, ſhee . 

Gxcth him in her breaſt, that ſhee may 


continually be refreſhed with his {weete» | 


nefle : Thisis the ſtate of cucry true Chri- 
ſtian ſoule. Then if thy heart be ſetvypon 
the cares and pleaſures ofthis worrld, if 
thou bee earthly minded, bewayle thine 
eſtate;for what ſhall it ausyle thee for to 
boaſt of Chriſtianity,when thou ſhalt bee 
_ found to bee but a ceunterfeic Chriftian £ 

But ifthou findeſt that being ſtinking & 
loathſome to thy ſelfe, and that the Lord 
Icſus doth perfume thee with his ſweets 
neſle,ſo that thy heart for loue efhimgdes 
ſpiſcth vncleaneluſts and carnall pleaſurs, 
aſpiring vnto the heauens where thy trea- 
ſure, and thy iey is, thenart thou moſt 
happy It is with thee as the holy ſpouſe 
here ſpeaketh, 

And know this that if thou wilt fixe 
Chriſt, eucn as ic were a bunch ef ſweet 
Myrrhein thy breaſt, thou haſt none o- 
ther way to doe it,but by.meartation m the 
bely word of God day and mpht : Pal, r.For 
why is it that Dawdfayth of the __ 

: WGr 


% 
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word of God, that is # more to ber drfired ; 
then golaezyea then mach fine golde, ſweeter | 
theti the honey, or the boney combe, Pal, | 


79, But that through the word hee fete 
all the fweetnes from Ehriltzderiued vnto 
him, : bet 
The words in themfſelues can bee but 
Words, and not fo rich, her {o fweet:but 
as they bee the eonduic pypes, or as ie 
were certaine vellelsor inſtruments, by 
which the heavenly riches are conuayed 
into our hearts,they be more to be delired 
then gold, and ſweeter then honey. We 
2pprehend Chrilt Ieſus, 6 are engraffed 
Into him through a true 2nd liucly faith : 
That faith (as the holy Apoſtle teacheth) 
commeth by hearing,and hearing by the word 
of God. Rom, 10. It js notthen poſſible 
for theſe men to feeleany ſweet ſmell of 
Chriſt Ieſus our bleſſed Lord, which feele 
no fwectnes if the lively oracles of Gad: 
They may haue certaine fantaſies and 1- 
maginations 2 but asfor any power of 
Chriſt,for mortific-tien of finne, or for 
quickning vnto verrues, there is none at 
all. They bee not perfumed, Chriſt is 
not vnto them as a cluſter of Camphire: 
or 28a bunch of Myrrhein their boſome » 
wy 
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ed 
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! neyther doth his ſweetneffe come ynco | 
them,as Spikenard, Let vs beloucd, bee . | 
| careſull to differfrom ſuch, by feeling | 
that which the Bride fayeth here. | 
In che next wordes rhe Bridegroome 
| ſpeaketh againe, commiending aad pray- 
ſing, and chat very highly, the beauty of 
his Bride. Behold then art fayre, my Lone; i 
( fayecth hee) Brhold thou art fayre, thine | 
e9e5 are as the dones. It is the whole defire 
of the Church to be well fauoured;com* 
Iy and beaurifull in the eyes of Chriſt, If 
hee accept of her, it is all in all, what can 
ſhee delire more ? A lingular ioy it mnt 
needes be then vnto her, to vnderftand 
for certainty that ſhee is beauriſull indeed 
in his ſighe. And therefore the Lord to 
cheere her,doth pronounce in manner,as 
you haue heard, that ſhee is fayre, And 
now for the manner of his ſpeech,he ſays 
eth, Behold thou arr fayre,c5c. The Scrip- 
tureyſerh this word behold, when it will 
ſtirrevp the mindes of men to conſider 
ſome rare, ſome excellent or wonderfull | 
matter. As Behold a virgin ſpall bee with 
thild;&c. Behoidthe day of the Lord, &c. | 
So then by this manner of ſpeech, Chriſt : | 
here declareth,that the Church his ſpouſe | 
F is 
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is exceeding beautifull in his fight, Thea | 
further, toamplifie the matter, ſee how - ! 
hee doublcth his ſpeech , ſaying, Be- | 
held thon art fayre,wy loye, behold thou art 
AYYCs 
9 This isto fhew that her beauty in 
deede doth excell. for it doth expreflc a 
vehemeney of mind, when the ſpecch is | 
ſo doubled, If we ſpeake ofa man whick | 
wee take tobe ſtarke nought, wee do not | 
if wee vtter our mindto any, ſatiſke our | 
. ſelues by faying, he is naught: bue wee | 
will ay, hee is naught, hee 1s naught. And 
fo by doubling the ſpeech, wee would | 
haue known that we take him to beexcee |: 
ding naught,cuen ſuch as weecan hardly | 
exprefle with words, Inlike maner when | 
wee will exprefle therare excellency of |. 
any thing, wee vie toſay, it is excellenc, 
it is excellent, Euen ſo eur Lord Icſus 
Chriſt ſayth heere to his Church, Behold 
chow art fajre my loue, behold thou art fayre: 
declaring thereby that ſheeisnot onely 
fayre,but wonderfull fayre and glorious 
in his ſight, Letthe world fudge of her 
how they will,eſteeming her as baſe and 
deformed (forthe world cannot bchold 
theſpirituall beauty and heauenly orna- 
ments 
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! ments) yet ſhee is precious and. goodly 
7 before the Lord, Wee may triumph in 
{ this,cucn ſo many as vnfainedly lone the 


Lord Ieſus : that weeare ſo comely and 

plealing in his eyes, Butit may bee fayde- 
is there notalumpe of linne? Are there _ 
not many foule ſpots and defarmities in 


! the molt faithfull ſoules while they live 
© heere ? Is that which is polluted and, de- 
| filed wich finne,beautifulland comely im 
* the eyes of the Lord Iefus? Can any 
” thing be ſofayrevnto him whichis full of 
blemiſhes? To this I anſwere, as before 
! lanſwered,chat che Lord Teſus beheldeth 
' thevertuesand comely graces wherewith 
- his þeloued Spouſeis decked: hee doth 
- notregard her ſpots and deformities, be- 
Cauſe bee will waſh them all away,iand make. 
' ber a gloriont Church to himſelfe not haning 
ſpot or wrinckg, Ephel. 5. What may more 
| encourage vs then this to come vnto 
Chriſt ? The Diuell will tell thee chus? 
What doeft thou ſecking after Chriſt 2 


hee is high,. beautifull and glorious, he is 
moltinoly and pure, Thoudoelt bur loſe 
thy labourzhee will not regard thee which. 


 artſinnefull, ſpotted and deformed. 


Wouldeſt thou bee ioyacdynto him : 
 & Þ | Ceaſe 
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Ceaſefrom calling ypon him,vnles thou! 
mighteſt be better welcom vnto him, To? 
repell all ſuch temptations of the enemy {| 
Remember what the Lord faycth heere 
vnto his Church, Bebo/d thow art fayre my 
Lome,beholdthou art fayre. For looke what 
hee ſpeaketh to the whole Church, heef 
ſpeaketh vnto enerysfaithfull ſoule. Is} 
there faith, is there repentance, is there} 
true loue,zeale, humility and meckenes?# 
Although there be remnants of corrup-# 
tion,anda mixture of divers infirmities ,* 
yetthisis not taken away, Beholade thou! 
art fayre my lone, behold thou art fare, 
Finde out then thoſe ' ornamenrs in thy 
ſelfe,and though they bee not perfedt or ': 
full,yet be ſurethey be in truth,aud come * 
boldly vnto himyſo louing a Sauieur,and - 
reioyce in his Ioue. | 
That clauſe whi ch followeth, doth 
yet further extoll her beauty, when hee | 
ſayeth, Thine eyes are like the denes, The + 
chicfe beauty isin the face: for let there be | 
neuer ſogood ſhape and proportion, if | 
there be not a well favoured face, all is * 
loft. Againe, in the face, the eye is very | 
much, eyther for beauty or 'deformity. - 
Now the douec hath a goodly cye,6 ther- 


fore | 
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thoull fore in great conumendation of his ſpouſe 


a, To 
My : 
1Cere 


# Chriſt ſayth, That her eyes are like dones 
| 5es. Furthermore,the eye of the Doue is 


ſimple and chalt* and therefore in this 


re 5 compariſon Chriſt doth befides thebeau- 
whath ty fer forth alſo the chalt ſimplicity of his 
heeff Spouſe. The chalticie of virgins is much 
Is7 tobeconnmended, and a thing requiſite 
here# forall Chriſtians to pellelle their veilel in 
nes?# helines. This 1 ſpeake of the bodily chas 
Up- f ſicie, But there is alſoa ſpiricuall chaſticy, 


a 


Sy 
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ies ,* in which the church is fayde to be achaſte 
hou: and pure virgin vnts Chriſt:as there isa 
well ſpiricuall whoredome often complained 
thy 7 of, and cendemned in the ſcriptures:then 
- or || as in marriage the Bridegroome doth 
me | muchdelight in the chaſticy and ſimplici- 
nd | ty ofhis Bride fo thefaichful foule being 
' married vnro Chriſt, there is chaſtity re- 
th quired. Shee may not follow after others, 
ee Or commit whoredom with them :; but 
he - ſhee muſt keepe her loueher faith,and her 
be | affeftion wheleand entire towardshim 
if alone. | 
is They that embracethe dodtrines and 
y \ religions of men, worſhipping flecks&e 
: ones, yeadiuels,haue not doues eyes, 
r- | they be not chall,but doe commit abomi- 
. F 3 nable 


Ly © da. 
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nable whoredome, as the Word of God! 
doth chargethem. Such as embrace this) 
world arecalled Adulterers and Adnltereſſes | 
Tam. 4. ver. 4, then their eyes benotas the 
eycs of the doue. They makeriches their 
God: for they haye ſer their hearts vpon 
them. And thercfore Saint Pas/ ſayeth , | 
chat Coreton/ness? $Jolatrie,Col. 3.veric $.Þ 
Hee then that will bee beautifull in the | : 
ſight of the Lord, muſt haue dones eyes ; 
' hee muſt with the lingle eye of faith wore | | 
ſhip himin Spirite and truth, cuen as hee | 
preſcribeth in his holy Word: hee mull | : 
louc him and [tay vpon him,and not vp- |: 
on riches. | 
What then are the eyesof the church? | 
That indeed may bee demaunded, The | 
eze(as our Sautour teacheth Math, 6.) 7c 
the light of the bedy. And without the eye | 
there is nothing but darkenes in the bg* |: 
dy, Theeye then ofthe {oule is the light 
ofthe ſoule, andthat isa trueand lively | 
faith, Where faith is not, there is no- | 
thing but darkenes, and by faith wee be. 
hold God, But without faith,(as i itis writ- | 
ten, Heb.it. /r is wupoſſible to pleaſe God, \ 
The delight then which our Lord God | 
taketh 1n his ſeruants is in the beauty of 
this 


thiseyeoffaich, Lee vs then Iabourday+ 
ly for encreaſc of the holy faith, that wee 
may be more and more beautifull; for the 
beauty thereofſhall neuer decay, Thus 
wee ſec how the Bridegreome hath prays 


| ſedhis Bride,and now ſhee rendercth the 


like to him, Behold cho art fayre my wel- 
beloned and pleaſant, alſo eurbed is greene« 
Ttis very truethat the Bride is fayre, hee 
telleth ſo which cavnor lie: but ſhee 
reſteth not in her owne beauty, which 
neyther ſhee hath ofher ſel fe, neyther yet 
{s it the greateſt, For firſt ofall, this is 
clears, that ſheehathall h@ beauty and 
ornaments from him, Itis hethatwaſberh 
her, and maketh her glorions,Ephel. 5. A- 
gaine, though the beauty. and glory of 
the heauenly new Ieruſalem bee excee- 
ding greatzasit is ſet ferth,Reuz31.yer.che 
glory ofthe Bridegroome cxceedeth itfar 
for heeis the fountaine ofall glory and- 
beauty, And therefore ſhee returneth 
this prayſeypon him, that hee indeed is 
_ and comely, Whocan ſetforth the 
glory of Chriſt? who can deſcribe his 


- beauty and comelines? There is in him, 


er as Saint Pan ſaycth, There dwelleth in, 
him all falneſſe ofthe Godbeadboatly, Col. 2. 
F 4 ==. 
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verſ,g. All thefai hfull even the fandi- 
fied doe gloricin their beauty: but yet 
ſo, as they know they hae all from hm, 
and ſo indeede as they glory onely in him, 1.. 
Cor,1i,verl. 31. Behotd thou art fayre my 
Felbelowed aud comely. Vnto this fountain 
then, who is made vnto vs of Ged, wilſe- 
dome,righteouſnefle, ſanAification, and 
redemption,wse are to haue recourſe, This 
molt glorious beautic ef the Lord is not 
ſeene, nor feltef any but the faithfull. The 
world hath no benefite thereby:and ther- 
fore the World hath no toy ner delight to 
praiſe him. | 
Were it notfor the moR excellent beu- 
tieof Chrilt, the church had heen in cui 
caſe. Then ſhe addeth, 4//o ourbed is green. 
She is a virgin, and yet thei the mother 
of all Gods children : for lg uſalem from a- 
boue({aith Paul) 1's freeqwhich is. mother of 
vs all,Gal. 4. ver.26. So many as hauc 
God their Father, hane the church their 
mother. When the faith then, exr bedde is 
greene, ſhee ſpeakethy of procreation in 
that heauenlie and fpirituall birth The 
greenenelle dath fignifie flouriſhing and. 
- freſh ſpringing of thoſe goodliec plants , 
which are borne of God. 
I nee1 
Þ 
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T need net ſtand here tolhandle this doc- 
trine ofregencration, how theeleRt are 
begotten of God inthe new birth,by the 
immortall ſeede, cuen by the word of 
truth - and that this birth is in Chriſt; 
for wee often deale in thoſe points,there 
fore a word or two of that which remai- 
ncth. 

The beames ofour houſe are Cedars, the. 
rafters are of Firrhe. Whether this bee the 
ſpeech ofthe Bride alone,as it may ſeem, 
or whether it be vetered by them both, it 
is not much materia} to bee (tood vpon , 
Here is commended their houſe which 
they dwellin: and che commendation is 
f: oin the matter which itis buile of, euen 
Cedars and Firrhe. Theſe kindes of wood 
are durable and commodious otherwiſe : 
That Word which 1s tranſlated Rafters, 
Is rather to be taken for gallerjes,or good- 
lie walkes, which were wont to bee ypon 
the tops of Kings pallaces. Bur what is this 
pallace? It is to be taken for theheauens, 
in which they fhal for cuer dwel together: 
| ſuppoſe rather that it is meant of an 
houſe, while ſhe is yet inthe world: what 
houſe then? ſurely the Church her ſclfe 
1sthe Temple of che liuing God, Eueric 
+ faith* 
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faithfull ſoule is the habitation of Chrift, 
And therefore the hely Prephet in the 
Pſalme, calleth vpon men to open the 
dorcs of their heart ro receiue jn Chriſt: 


Life vp your heades,yee gates, and bee yee 
kft vp yee enerlaſfting ! > and the King 


of glory ſhall come in,Pial. 24. And thus 
wee hauchad, as I may ſay, once Song 
betweene theſe Loucrs. Let vs pray. 


bk 
oy 
| 9 
| | 
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The thezrd Sermon. 
CHAP. 11. 


1 a7 the roſe of the ficlde, ana the Lillie 
of rhe yalleyes, 

2 Like aldlic among the thorner, ſo 15 my 
loue among the daughters, 

3 Like as the appletree ammg the trees of 
the forreſt, jo is my welbeloned among the 
ſernes ; wnder his ſhadow I had delight, aud 
» ſate downe, and his fruit was ſweete onto my 
mouth. 

4 Hee brought mee into the houſe of wine 
aud lone was hu banner outer me. 

5 Stay mee with flagons, andcomfort mee 
with apples, for I am ſicke of loye, 

6 His left bandis ynder My head,and his 

right hand doth embrace me. 
7 Icharge you,O daughters of Jeruſalem 
by therees,and by the hindes of the field, thag 
yeeſtwrre not vp, nor wake my loue untill foe, 


pleaſes if 


F 
- 
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F this bee called the Song of Songs, 
not onely forthe excellency, bural- 
fo as ſome ſuppoſe, ic may becauſe ir 
=doth containe 1n ir divers ſongs:then 
have wee finiſhed one Song in the former 
Chapter, and here wee have another * in 
this Chapter. The Bride did beginne the 
former, and now let vs ſee which ofthen? 
doth beginne this Song, The Pronoun 
(aw) which fignifiethin our tongue, 7, 
is cotamon both to man and wemin, as 
I man, or I woman,ſo that it cannot bee 
decided by the forme of ſpeech, whether 
of them ſayerth, 1 am the roſe of Sharon , 
and the Lillie of the wallyes, Moreauer,the 
Lord Teſus and his Church are both of 
them fweet,fayre, comely,and beautifull : 
yea fo ſweet,and ſo exceeding beaurifull, 
thac all the ſweeteſt roſes,and whiteſt iilli- 
esin the worldare not comparable vnto 
them. : 


8 


If hee bee called the Roſe and the 
Lillie, ic is melt truc heis ſo. Andif the 
, Church belikenedvnto them,ir is a firce 
compariſon, Can itnot then (may ſom 
ſay) be gathered which ofthem ſpeaketh 
this? ycs verily itis our of doubt, that 
Chrilt ſp:aketh cais of himſeite,ſaying , 7 
an 


Song of Salomon. © 97 
I am the roſe of Sharon, and the lillle ofthe 
wa/leyes. Hee doth in this ſet forth his 
owne pravſe. che Church doth not ſpeak 
it* forthen ſhee ſhould prayſe her ſelfe, 
which isnot mecte, If you will ay,may 
| Not y; C hurch prayſe her ſelfehow then 

doth Chrilt prayſe himſelfe? This is caſts 
ly aunſwered : Chriſt Ieſus is the foun- 
taine of all goodneſle, he is worthy all 
prayſe,and may rightly prayſe himſelfe, 
as hee doth inthe Goſpell ſay, That hers 
the bread of l fe;&+ hes thelight ofthe world. 
The Church hathall her holinetlſe and 
beauty from Chriſt, ſhee may not pray ſe 
her ſelte. No man is to prayſe himſelfe,Pro. 
17,V.2- If any man ſhall reply,that the 
Church did:in the former Chapter prayſe 
her ſelfe,ſaying , That fſvee is blacke, but 
netcomely,e+c. I anſwer that ſhee wasfor= 
ced thereunto, leaſt by thoſe that take 
occzlion tro depraueher,the weake might 
ſtumble, & be made to deſpiſe her. Saint 
Pau] (as you know) was conſtrained to 
prayſe himſelfe. lealt his doQtrine ſhould 
bee d-faced, 1, Cor.11. Thefalſe Apes 
{Hes which ſought all occaſions to diſcre- 
dite him, did force him thereunto, and 
hee fayeth, That hee dealt therein after 
the 
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the manner of foeles, Then wee may ſec, 
that asthe Bride began the forracr ſong , 
ferting forth the excellency ofher Bride- - 
groome,and her defire ts be with him, as 

xe Author,and very fountaine ef all her 
toy and happineſle : fo heere the Brides 
groome begianethyfirſt prayſing hifſclfe 
and then he commendeth his dearcly bes 
leucd Spouſe, Heere bee acouple prays 
fed, euen a Bridegroome,and his bride , 
both ofchem excellent,fayre,ſweer,goed- 
ly and pure: yea they reſemble each the 
other for heis asthe Lillie, and ſhee is 10 
likewiſe. Buthecis prayſed firſt; becauſe 
hee is the very fountaine, all fulnefle of 
tweet things is in him, and from him ſhe 
receyucth all her goodneſſe, beauty, and 

rity. Without him, what are the chil- 
ren of 4dan? Are not al defiled,;are not 
all corrupt and abominable: yeadge not 
all lye vader finne, euen overwhelmed 
in the {1nking mudde of vncleanes:then 
chatthe churchis a Lillie, ſhe hathic from 
him,who fayeth: 1 am the Liliie of the 
valleyes | | 
And markehow the Lord is ſer forth 
vnato vsby two goadly flowers, the roſes 
ed the lilie. They be {weet,and they bee 
beau- 


J 
; 
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beautifull : Salowor in all his royalty nes 
like them,Mat.6,So our Lordis holy, he 
is pure,he is innocent, hce is fall of all 
beauty and gloric. Anditis to beenoted, 
that kee comparcth himſelfe to the goed- 
lieft roſe and ti ſweeteſt, and to the fai- 
reft Lillic ; for hee ſaycth, 7 am the roſe 
of Sharon, which'was a goedly fruitful 
place,mentioned in divers places of ſcrip- 
cure, in which, as it appearcth by this 


place, theroſe did excell - and the Lillics 


ofthe vallycs is the fayreſt, Behold heere 


\ whatafauour wee haue to come vnto 3 


how comfortable and delight{@me is hee 
how ſoft and gentle? How is hee to bee 
couected, to bee loued and embracedtand 
why doth hee publiſh thisprayſe ef hims 
{cfle,but to draw vs vnto him: Why are 
weeſo dull hearted, and ſe negligent,in 
ſeeking to beeioyned vnto him, What 
is there vnder the funne that ſhould ſtay 
vs from ſuch a ſaviour. Lord make vs te 
behold thy glorious beauty,and ce ſmell 
this ſweet ſauour,that we may comeynto 
thee. | 

| Letvscome ta the next verſe, Like 
4 lillis among the thornes, ſo is my lone 4- 
morg the daughters of men, 

This 
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Thiz praiſe the Lord giueth of his church 
but as I faide before, that ſhe is as che faire, 
ſwect,and off lillie,ſhe hath it from him: 
Of his fulneſſe wee all receyne ewen grace for 
ace, Iohn 1. And therefore when hee 
Fad ſaid, I am thelillie oWhe vallcis, hee 
addeth by and by, chat his loue is as the 
Lilly. She is made righteous in him, ſhe 
is cloathed wich his innocency and obedis 
ence : ſhe is made faire and beantifuli in 
him. Bue we mult obſcrue how he ſetteth 
her forth,heere by a compariſon, «vhich 
conliſteth of four rerminias they cal then, 
the Z:llie, the Thornes, his Lone, and the 
Darvght EV 50 
The ſenſe may bee takentwo wayes : 
as firft, ſome baue taken it that hee ſetteth 
forth the ftate and condition ofthe church 
in which ſheis here in the world touch, 
ingafflitions, As to ſay like the ſoft lilly 
which groweth among the thornes, is 
pricked ofchem : ſo my ſpouſe, my loue 
is pricked, and afflifted of the Daughters 
among whom ſhe dwelleth. This isatrue 
doQrine,for there be ſundry atſemblicsof 
divers retigions in the World,and cuery 
one doth challenge to be thetrue church) 


and fo al takevpon them to be the daugh- 
ter 
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ters of the molt high,and ſo the title is Th 
ven vntothem, though they bee not ſo 
in deed: All theſe doe hate and perſe- 


\ cutethe true Church, and are euen like 


thornesin her ſid, 

Thus I ſay,ſome have exponnded this 
place, and it is true, bur not the ſenſe of 
this place. I: is not che meaning of Chriſt 
here to ſhew the affliction of his Spoulc, 
or the hard condition that ſheis in,but to * 
magnihe her excellent beauty, For the 
compariſon is made thus, The Churches 
cfIdolaters make a goodly external ſhew _ 
and there {cemeth co be a great pompe & 
glory, ſo thattothemſclues they leeme 


. 'fo be beautifull and goodly : but my loue 


excelleth them as farre as the ſweet white 
lillie excelleth the thornes. So that this 
word among is taken in compariſon, Set 
a Lillie in compariſon among Bryers.& 
thornes,and ſee how it doth excell them: 
ſo doth the true Church excell all afſems 
blies of Worſhippers in the world. Shee 
is baſe and deſpiſed in the eyes of the 
world, as having no ornaments; butin 
the eyes ofche Lord is ſhe full of ſpiritus 
all beauty,$& decked with heauenly jews 
cs. Contrariwiſe, thoſe counterfeyte 

ge © daughs 
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daughters be very gorgeous and trimme 
tO the outward eye, they bee very pom: 
pous and ſhining in the fleſh : but +in the 
eyes of the Lord,they bee but as thorney, 
Behold herethe difference, Pretious in: 
the eyes ofthe Lord is his- holy church 
but all other aflemblics,are but as thorns, 
meet for the fire. . 
The Bride hearing this commendation 
 'ginen of herby her Bridegroome,brea+» 
Feth forthinto his prayſe,which ſhee do+ 
ethalſo ſet forth by a compariſon,ſaying,' 
As the apple tree among the tries of the for- 
refl, ſo 1s my welbeloued among the ſores : 
As he ſet forch her prayſe, that ſhee excel-. 
leth all the daughters, as far as the Lillie 
excelleth the thorns : ſo ſhe commendeth 
. him, that heein dignity ſurmounteth all 
the ſonnes, asfarreas the Appletree, gos 
cth beyond the common trees ofthe for- 
reſt. It may bee demaunded, who are 
thoſe ſonnes with whom Chriſt is com- 
pared? Take them whom you wil among 
all creatures in heauen and carth, hee farre 
- excclleth them all. 
The Angels aregreat and plorious, but he ut 
greater, Heb.1, Hes farre beyond all prin- 
vpality and power,and might, and dominati- 
\ ON 5 


mel onand enery name that 55 named;not onely in 
"m- this World, but in that which us to come, 
che - Eph.r. Right well therefore doth the 


1, , Church compare him to excell all other, 
in” as far as che apple tree cxcelleth the com. 
h -# mon trees cf the forreſt. And marke now 
ns, how ſhe proſecutethrhis A'tegorie,ſhew- 


ing what worthy benefices ſhee receyueth 
on # from this goodly apple tree. Shee inclu- 
A deth them all vnder two, his ſhadow,and 
O*/ his fruire, Under his ſhadow (ſayeth ſhe) 


gy I had delight aud ſate downe, and hit fraute 


"I was [weet vsto my menth, The ſhadow of 
5; a tree (asall men know)is comfortable,8: 
Jo doth refreſh thoſe that are parched with 
ie the boyling .. heate of the ſunne. The 
th Church is vnder hote perſecutions : there 
W be alſo fiery temptations of the Diuell,&: 
Js burning heate of guilcineſſe: for ſinne 
'” in the conſ{ciences of all theele, vanrtill 
(- they be refreſhed by Chriſt. Wherefore 
as hee ſayth, Come vato mee all yethattranel 
p andbee heanie laden, and I will refreſh you, 
- Mat.r 1. Vnder his ſhadow ſhee takerh 

delight : in him ſhe findethrelt & peace, 
, and therefore ſhe (itteth down, and re- 
. mayneth vnder his ſhadow, A matter 
- worthy to be note&how the faithfall ha- 
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uing found the Lord Icſus, and beeing 
comforted and refreſhed by him,do held 
themſclues cloſe vnder his ſhadow, they 
make their abode there, and ſecke no fur-- 
ther, They finde thatin bimthere is a ful 
ſufficiency torefreſh them in perſecution, 
and to quench and coole all rhe heate of 
their ſinnes. Farre otherwile it 1s with 1- 
dolaters,and fuch as worfhip falſe Gods, 
When they haue done all that they can, 
they arc not ſatisfied, they finde no caſe, 
nor no Way to take away the ſting of 
conſcience, They multiple their ſorrowes 
as the Prophet ſayeth, Pfal, 16. They do } 
puniſh and afHli themſelues many waics, | 
ſeekingall meanes to make ſome ſatisfac- | 
tion for their linns,they coolethe burning 
heateof their guilty conſcience: but when 
they have wearied themfſelues, they can 
finde no caſe,nor no reſt,for that is onely 
to beefound vnder the ſhadow of this ap- 
ple tree,where the hely Spoule taketh her 
delight,and is ſet downe. Shall wee not 
then {it downe encly vnder the ſhads 
dow of Chriſt? 


And then ſhee ſayeth, That his fraite 


8s ſweet onto her month, She doth not 


from this fruitfulltree receyue onely the 
| come 
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© comfortable refreſhing ſhadow, but alfo 


cateth of the apples which he beareth:and 


| theſame (as ſhee affirmeth) are ſweete 


and pleafent to her talte, What theſe aps 
ples arc, I need not ſtand to :ſhew : the 
faichfull ſoule feedeth vpon Chriſt, and is 
nouriſhed with all heauenly food, eucn 
the fruites which he beareth. And what 
is wantingin him? Hee 1s made wnto vs 
of God (as Saint Part fayerh) wiſedome, 
riohteouſneſſe, ' ſanFification, and redempti» 
on, 1.Cor,1. Theholy Church is by him 


alone fully fatisfied with all good things , 


which ſhee doth heere declare, not onely 
by this Allegory of an apple trec,but alſo 
by a banquet : for ſhee addeth : The King 


brought me into the banqueting houſe, and 


lone was the banner oner mee, [t is in our 
Engliſh tranſlation, The King broughe 
mee into the Wine-celler, The word in 
the Hebrew text is, the houſe of Wine. 
To take this houſe of Wine for a Wine- 
celler, is not fitte : for itis notthe order , 
nor comely chata King ſhould leade his 
Spouſe into a Wine-celler * Nay, the 


houſe of Wine is that which weecall a 


banqueting houſe. The great Kingsand 
Noble Princes ofthis 1 worlde doe vie 
G 3 t© 
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eo entertaine one another in ſumptuous 
and royall banqueting houſes, in which 
they do ſet beforethe all the dainty things 
which can be gotten for money. T tis * 
molt high and glorious King ot all kings, 
bringeth his Loue,his Queene, his deare 
Spoute into his banquetiag houſe, which 
doth exce'l all che banquering houſes of 
earthly Kings, _ 

The coltly things which they doe 
banquet withall, are but traſh and droſle, 
and beggarly ſcraps, in compariſon of 
thoſe heauenly dainties with which hee 
doth entettaine his Spouſe, Hereis cher- 
fore amoſt rich and precious banquett 
mentioned : Here is that whichis writ- 
ten: TheX ingdome of heauen ns like to 4 
King that married his ſonne,Math.2 2. Haps 
pie and bleſſed are all they, which arecalled 
ro this Supper, Reu.19.ver.g. But it may 
beſayde, how commeth ſhee into this 
houſe of Wine? And how doth ſhe taſte 
of theſe heauenly dainties? . You muſt 
marke how ſhee faycth, that the King 
brought her into the houſe of wine:none 
can enterin thicher, exceptthe Lord Ie« 
{us by his ſpirit do leade themin.Ns man, 
(layeth tc) commeth unto mee, except the 

TED Father 
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Father that ſent me draw his, lohn 6, We 
cannot be partakers of the heauenly trea- 


ſures whicharc in Chriſt,but through the 


operation of the holy Gholt,as Saint Pal 


_teacheth at large, 1. Cor. 2. And the 


Church doth talte ofthis banquet, ſpiritus 
ally through faith; She dothfo feed ypon 
Chriſt crucified;cating his fleſh,and drin- 
king bis bloud, What good thing then 
doth ſhe want? Is not al fulnes in Chriſt? 
We need not doubt,but that hereisrighs 
tcouſnellcehere is life, here is peace,here is 
ioy, cuen vnſpeakable and glorious, as 
the holy Apoſtle Saint Peter ſpeaketh, 1, 
Pet,1,ver.8, Anditis a moſt ſpeciall mat= 
ter which ſheeaddeth,faying. And Due was 
his banner ouer me. 

Itis thevie and mannerin the wars , 


_ thatan Enſigneor banner is ſpread, and 


diſplayed; and ſo the bands and compa- 
nies of ſouldiers are afſembled and garhe- 
red together each company vnto their | 
owne colours, The Church vpon earth, 
is a Church milicant,and hath a great cap- 
caine, a inighty Emperour, vnder whoſe 
condudt ſhee doth warre and fight the 
good fight of faith. His banneris diſplai- 
ed,cuen to atlembleand oather together | 
Q 4 Yn 
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vnto him all kis Bands and Companies: 
And this banner;as ſhee ſayeth, which is 
thus ſpread ouerher, is loue, All the faich- 
full, euen al the choſen of God are drawn 
vato Chriſt by his love. What Ioue is 


— like vato his, Woo hath ginen himſelfe to 


death for vs when wee were his enemies ® 
Rom. 5. Who hath waſved vs in his bloud. 
Rev. 1. And whatis the trucand liuely 
fairh, which bringeth yen vato God, but 
cucn to apprehend his fauor,and to know 
that hee hath loucd vs,and giuen his owne 
ſonne, cuen by his precious death and 
bloudſhedding, to worke our redempti- 
on? All men will confelle that this was 
a ſingular loue'in Chrift : but yer euery 
man1s not drawne thereby to one tagain 
with thetrue loue,of which hee himſc!fe 
doth ſpeake inthe Goſpell, ſaying, If ary 
lone mee hee will keepe my Word, Iohn_ 14. 
23. Andinthe ſame Chapter hee ſaycth 

Hee that hath my cemmanacments and kees 

e&th them, is he that leneth me ©: but onely 
they vhich feele that -the ſame Loue of 

Chriſt rea cheth vntro themſe)ues: For 

the loue of Chriſt is the Enſizne ſpreade 

by which hee draweth all his choſen vn» 

to him : and noone is drawne,'ut they 

| one- 
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onely,ouer whome the ſame enligne is 
diſplayed. For marke this how ſhe fayerh 
Lone was his banner ouer me, Theloue of 
' Chriſtis preached, and fo the banner i; 
after a ſort diſplaicd ouer al that do heare 
what hee hath done for mankind : not. 
withſtanding no man is drawne, favin 
ſich as are atſured that he hath loued the: 
for lone is his banner ouer ,them. They 
have the full aſſurance of faith, that hee 
| fiffered death to make ſatisfaction for 
their finnes, that in him they are juſtified , 
and fanAtihed, and ſhal bee glorified. Hee 
ſpirits doth witneſſe together with their ſpi- + 
rite;that they bee theſomes ef God, Rom. 
8. Theſe deeindeed loue him againe : 
Theſe arcenflamed with a moſt vehe- 
ment delire to come vnto him, and the 
joy and delight in him continually. Yea 
I may fay rightly, thatthere are not a- 
ny which doe worſhippe and ſcrue the 
Lord with any acceptable ſervice or wor- 
ſhippe, but onely thoſe ouer whome 
the banner of his loue is ſpred. 

For vndoubredly, that which pros 
ceedeth not of Ioue, is but 2s a ductie , 
which is forced, it commeth not in- his 
right kinde, It is wrought for ſome fi- 

niſter 
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nilter reſpeds,or wrongforth by a ſeruile 
feare.Puhont faith (laycth the holy Gholt, 
Heb. 11) st :s vxpoſſevc to pleaſe God, What 
is the reaſon ofthat? The reaſon is manis 
tclt, chat vatilla man by faith doe finde 
and know that the Lord loueth him, hee 
cannot loue God, + 

Wee loc hins ({ayth S. Toby) becauſe hee 
lened vs firſty it. Fohn 4. And notlouing. 
Godhe cannot offer any thing vnto him, 
which is acceptable and plealing in his 
| ſight, 
\ TheLord God is delighted onely with 
that which proceedeth from a franke hart 
which lincezely loueth him. And as S. 
Paulſayeth,Galat.g . Faith worketh by cha- 
. rity. Behold then, thefountaine ofall ho+ 
ly duties in man towards his Lord God, 
euen loue, andthe ſame wrought by the 
banner ofhis loue ſpread over vs, as the 
holy Spouſe heere ſpeaketh. Vntill wee 
dce behold this bannerin deed diſplayed 
ouer vs, wee lie vtterly as dead blockes, 
touching ny holy ation: A man may 
force his hands,his feet, his tongue, yea eo 
ven kis mind alſovntathe doing of ſuch 
rhingsasare required ; but all 1s nothing 
vntil the loue ofCirilt conſtrain _— 
tinat 


thatbanneris ſpread over vs, then are we 
drawne,then WEETUNNECE, S1myn loeauna to2 
weſt thou metfeede my ſhecpe. loneflt thou 


- mee, feede mylambs.lobn 1.21, Andlooke 


what Paul did, hee fayeth The lone of God 
conflraineth v;,2.Gor.5.14, And we read 
ofthe woman in the goſpel], which -wa- 
ſhed the feetof the Lord with teares, and 
wiped them with the hayres of her head: 
From whence proceedeth all this? Was 
it not from hencezas Chrift ſayeth,that ſhe 
loued wuch, And why did ſhe loue much? 
Hee alſo ſheweth, when hee fayeth : for 
many ſinnes ave forginen her, See had telt 
the banner of his loue ſpredde ouer her, 
in forgiving her many linnes, and . this 
did draw her to loue him exceedingly. 
Then may wee learne from this ſpeech 
ofthe Church, what is the chiete duety 
of the Miniflers of the oſpell, namely, 
to ſpread this ben nerof his love vnto the 
people : yea,cucn to publiſh and lay 0» 
pen the riches of his loue rowardes man » 
kind, in offering himlſelfeto be a ranſom 
for the {1nnes of the world, to.draw men 
out efcternall raiſery, vnto a moſt hap- 
Py and bluled life, > 

And then it you will Ioue the Lorde 
Tefus 
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Tefus indeed; ſecke. to apprehend his 
lone, Euery man that taketh a wiſe and 
a right courſe, muſt come yntothis with 
the holy Spouſe, Love was his banner ouer 
mee, Forit Chrilt by faith doe leade him 
into the banqueting houſe, cuen ro make 
himtaſte of all chofe heavenly dayntizs , 
which be in himſelfe, fo that hee feete, that 
through his Crolle his finnesare defaced, 
heeismade righteous and innocent; he fs 
dcliueted from the tyranny of tae Diuell, 
from death and endles miſery, and made 
heyre of cuerlafting glory : then doth he 
make him behold the banner of his loue 
tpread ouerhim: and thea is the heart of 
chat man ſeton fire with a burning loue 
towardes the Lord Eefis Chriſt : hceſee-- 
keth after him, as after his chiefe treaſure 
and hearts folace: he delighteth to heare 
his voyee: hee taketh pleaſure in hiscoms 
maundements - hee doth all his endeauor 
_ foſet forth his glory and prayſe, yea all 
fraites of loue doe follow, even ofa moſ? 
earneſt love. 

But that will appearemore by the next 
words, in which ſhe cryeth out, Stay me 
with flagons,and comfors me with apples,for 
I am ſicxe of lones 

| Bckold 
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Behold heere a wonderfull effeRt of 
thoſe former things which hee ſpake of: 
She compared Chrilt vnto anappletree, 
vnder whoſe ſh:dow ſhee tookedelight, 
and fate downe, and hisfruit was {weete 
vnto her mouth, He browght her (as ſhee 
fayeth) wnts the honſe of wine, and lone was 
his banner oucr ber. Hereupon her heart 
is ſo rauiſhed with loue towards him,that 
ſhe is loue-ſicke,end ready to ſound ther. 
with, and cryeth out to haue them to [tay 
her with flagons, and tocomfort her with 
apples. Here is a mzruellous paſſion of 
loue, The 6militude is drawn from hence 
when a virgin is betrcthed, and through 
the yehemency of her loue towards; her 
Spouſe, is ltekeand ſoundeth, A greater 
ora morevehement, or pathonate loue 
there cannet be. By this therefore the ſpi. 
rituall and holy loue ofthe Church is fi- 
oured 2 for the faichfull ſoule taſling the 
{weetresof thoſe apples, and ofthat hea- 
uenly wine,hath ſuch a deſire of Chriſt,as 
cannot with any words be expreſled. She 
fayth, ſheeis ficke of Joue, and as it were 
ſwounding, And marke this well, as a 
ſpeciall point,whereſhe ſecketh helpe, & 
how ſhee is ſupported. 


The 
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The ſivcetneile of thoſe Apples, which 


ſheeraſted, and of the precious Wine, 


brought her inco this paſſion, yetherap» 
petite and defire of themis not therby di- 
minifhed, but ſhee defireth them ſo much 
the more, Shee calleth for flagons of that 
-wine, to comfortand refreſh her ſpirites , 
& to have thoſe ſame apples ftrowed vn- 
der her, that ſhee may bee refreſhed with 
their ſweet ſent. | 

The faithfull whome Chriſt Ieadeth 
into the houſe of wine,cuen vnto the ban 
. quet ofheauenly things, doe not receyue 
the ſame in full meaſure, but as it were a 
taſte is given them by ſmall drops, which 
Saint Payx/ calleth The firſt fruits of the [pie 
rite, Rom.$.v. 23. And, the earneſt of the 
Spirit,Eph. 1, Now by theſe drops they 
doe perceyue, whar a wonderfull {weer- 
neſſethere isin thoſe heauenly things, & 
hereupon they bee euen as it were, ſicke 
with loue. and ready to ſweund with the 
defire of hauing more: for you ſee that 
ſheecryeth our for more: Itisthe wil of 
GOD, that his redeemed ſhall not while 


they line heere, be filled with thoſe preci- 


ous things which be in Chriſt, ©” whome 


there ts all falnes, and of whoſe fulnes wee all 
res 
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reeeywe, lohn 1.16. But a meaſure is di- 
filled into their foules,as itwere by litcle 
creuiſes, and fo they doeſtill hunger & 
thirlt afrer chem execcedingly, But vnto 
whom doth ſhee crie out for the flagons , 


' andfor whoſe ſweet apples? Shee ſeemeth 


not to dire her words vnto Chrift : for 
thee ſpeaketh in the plurall number,” and 
not vato ſome one.  Verily,ſhee calleth 
vncothoſe, into whoſe hands Chriſthath 
committed theſe treaſures to deliver vnto 
her. And whoberthey?Euen his faithfull 
ſeruants,the Prophets and Apoſtles, and 
all holy Teachers. For by the Miniftery of 
theſe, the Lord hath deliuered vnto his 
Church all thoſe heauenly dainties, They 
have alwayes fed her: and therfore ſhee 
doth rightly dire her ſpeech vnto them, 
not as ynta the Authors, but as vn:to the 
miniſters ofthoſe things : for ſhee know- 
eth that they bee wholy and altogether 
from her welbeloued: They bee but as ftes 
wards and difpeſers of the miſterics of Ged 


1.Cor.a-ts ' 


I neede notſtand to make proofe © 
this,which al chat haue any ſparke oftrue 
knowledge do confeile. Butler vs ob- 


ſeruc heere ſome things for our inftrudti - 
on, 
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on. As firſt, [what isthe cauſe that fewe 
are licke, andready to {\wound with the 
loue of Chriſt? Or that ſo fewe in com- 
pariſon of the multitude, doe call for the 
fAlagons of the heauenly wine, and for the 
ſweete apples? We ſeethat almoſt all doe 
ſeeke after golde and filuer,bending their 
whole ſtudy and care, nightand day how 
chey may get them. 

| Thecauſe is manifeeſt, men by nature 
can teli whattheſe rhings are worth, and 
doefeele commodities ariſing by them 
which are ſweet tothe fleſh, They neuer 
taſted of choſe rich daintics which bee in 
Chriſt, and therefore they bee not moued 
with any deſire of them. For who can 
long for thoſe things which he neuer felt 


any ſweetnes of ? Nay the madneſle of 


the worid gocth yet further : for they doe 
mocke and ſcorne at the bride when ſhee 
thus calleth for theſe heauenly thinges : 
Forif they ſee any thatis carneſtly affeAed 


to call vpon the Apoſtles and Prophets 


in their writings, and to the faithfull tea- 
chers that publiſh the ſame, to have this 
wholeſome wine and dainty apples mi- 
niſtred vnto them, though they doe it 


not ſo carneſtly, as they themſelues ſeeke 


gold 
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gold : yetthey deeme them to bee outof 
their wits, to be fooliſh and mad.Daubr- 
leſle, they be more then mad which pre- 
ferrecarthly and cranlitory things, even 
\ very drofſe, before the ich treaſures 
waich are in Chriſt, 

Then further; you ſhall have many 
that will confelſe, that in deed all good 
things arein Chrilt, and that fuch onely 
arc happy as be partakers of the ſame,and 
they ſeeme to haue a delire to enioy the 
ſame, but they diſdaine that which the 
holy Church doth here, they will by no 
meanes ſ{ecke them ac their hands whome 
the Lord hath made the deſpoſers, They 
deſpiſe the doAtrine of the Prophets, and 
Apoſtles, they care not for hearing -rhe 
ſame publiſhed, They know not thar 
the crue Church,cuen allthe faichfull;coc 
call vnto the minilte: 8of che ftiuely word, 
Stay mee vp with flagons, aud comfort mee 
with apples, Nogthey wil receyuezll as it 
were immediately from Chriſt himſelfe, 
Theſe wre blinde and bewirched by S4- 
than : forthey not know Gods ordi- 
nance, and how Chriſt doth feede his 
church wich heauenly things by the hands 
of his Miniſters, rn 
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Indeede they bee but inſtruments, Paul 
planteth, Apolle watereth, but God gineth 
the encreaſe, 1.Cor.3.6, Itisthe Lorde 
himſclfc that fupporteth his Church by his 
diuine power : and therefore you may 
ſee what ſhee addeth touching that mat- 
ter in the next verſe, ſaying, His left hard 
i under my bead,and with his right hand be 
deth embrace me. | 
She dothfa call(as we haue ſeene) for 
the things at the handes of the miniſters : 
but ſhee feeleth and confeſleth that all the 
efficacy is from the Lord himſelfe, ſhew- 
ing that hee deth ftay her vp with both 
hands. His left hand (ſayeth ſhe) 5s under 
wy headzand with his right hand be doth ens- 
brace me.Then marke how we arcto take 
heed of twoextremities, It is Gods ordi 
nance to deliueral the heauenly treaſures 
vnto vs: by the hands of his Miniſters: he 
worketh by them as by inſtruments, hol- 
ding them as ſtars in his right hand, Rez. 
1. We mult take heede that we diſdaine 
not to receyue them that way, And then 
wee mult alſo beware, that wee depend 


not vpon the men, but with the Church | 
here looke vphigher, euen voto !the Lord * 
himſelfe,yho worketh all in all : for by | 
the | 
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the miniſtery of men wee areto be led,as 
it were, by the hand vnto Chriſt, in him 
wee are to (lay, hee onely mult ypholde 
V8. EY 

Behold here the kindneſſe of our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt viito thoſe that truly do ſecke 
him. Their frailety 1s great, but hee doth 
vphold them, & comfort them with both 
hands. Here js the reſt, here is the ioy,here 
is the comfort of every afflited foule, to 
bereceyued thus into the armsof Chriſt, 
And what ſayeth hee? Comenmntomee al 
Je that trauell;and be heaty /agen,and I will . 
refreſs you, Math. 11-28, Hereis a ſweet 
Sauiour to come vnto, Thele things are 
plaine and eahe: but that which follow- 
cth in the 'next verſe is ſomewhat hard te 
bee expounded, 7 charge you © you daughy 
ters of Ieruſalem, by the Roes and by the 
Hindes of tbe field, that you ſtirre not vp, nor 
wake my lone untill ſhee pleaſe, Indeed they 
are thus to bee tranſlated: [ adiure you. O 
daughter of lernſalem, or 1 lay an oath vpon 


| you orcauſe or toſweare by the Roes, or by 


the Hindes ofthe field, if ow ftirre wp, or if 


| 10u awake;&c. for hevicththe worde of 


making others to take an oath. Here will 


; ariſe ſome difficulty about this manner of 


H Zz : oath, 
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oath,by the Rocsor Hindes: but the greas 
ceſtdifhculey is to finde whether it bee 
Chriſt that giueth this ſtraight charge, or 
the Church, By ourEngliſh tranſlation , 
you may ſay,there is no doubt, but that 
Chriſt giveththis charge, becauſe it is 


That you wake not po lone untill bee pleaſe, | 
hurch,ſhe would ſay, | 


For if it were the 
That yoa wake not my lous wvntull ſhee pleaſe . 
Yea, but ic is not fo calily diſcuſſed by 


the Hebrew text: for the worde /oxe, | 
ahabbah, is feminine : andif the church | 


call Chriſt her loue,the conltruftion is 


with a verbe of the feminine gender. Som | 
doe expound it, that the Lord Ieſus doth | 


charge the falſe ſiſters of the Church, the 


— { ___C. . 


degenerate aſſemblies of Idolaters, that _ 
they doe not moleſt, nor treuble this 


happy peace & reſt ofthe Church,which 
ſhe path ia him :for the Diucll hath plen- 
tic of ſuch to worke his diſquictnes with- 


all. Someothers doe make ſome reaſons 


toprove, thar it is not Chriſt, but the 
Church which giueth this ſtraight charge 


not vnto her falſe* (lifters, but vnto her 


companions, that they doe not by any 


rude behauiour cauſe Chrift to depart 


away, or to withdraw himſclfe 


In- 
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Indeede the Churchis to warne all her 
weake daughters, to carrie themſclues res 
verently and purely in the preſence of 
Chriſt, that they doe not any thing that 
may diſpleaſe him, 

The reaſons alledgedare not fo ſtrong 
asto proue itofnecellity,to bethe ſpeech 
of the Church, and therefore I willnot 
rchearſe them, Which of them ſpakeir, 
the matterisof great waight, as appeareth 
by the cherge thatis gluen byfoath. But 


 noW touching the oath : are wee not ta 


{weare onely by the Lord God? Is it nor 
hee alone that ſearcheth the hearts, and 
the raines,and can tell where there is in- 
tegrity? Is not he alonethe patron of the 
ut and innocent, and the taker of ven» 
geance vpon ſuch as abuſe his name?thow 
then is here | an oath given by crea- 
tures? 

Some doe expound the words with 
an eclipſethus: Abide you abroad with 
$he Rees or with the Hindesof the field, Os 
thers doe take ic not asan oath, bur as an 
obteſtarion,as if theſe things, namely,the 
Roes and the Hindes onely are called to 
witneſſe,as you know it is an vſual thing 
in the Prophets;to call vpon creatures to 
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beare witnefſe, As Moſes calleth heauen. 
and earth torecprd. Verely, it doth not 
ſeeme hereto be a ſimple obteſtation:yer 
doth it not warrant men to take an oath 
' by creatures, in as much asall chinges in 
chis Song be milticall. Ifit be an oath gi- 
ven by Chriſt for the quict of his Church: 
Let vs takeheedleſt we incurre the daun- 
geroſ it, by being found among her dis 
ſturbers. If it be the Church that chargeth | 
v3 to beware of light and wanton, or rude _ 
behauiour in the preſence of fo holy, and 
ſoglorious a King : Let vs feare & trems 
ble, let vs ſtudie continually to bee holy 
and pure, meete to bee admitted into the 
banqueting houſe, and to bee in the pres 
fence of a King and Queene fo glorious. 
| Thus much forthistime, 
Letvspray, 
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The fourth Sermon, 
CHAP. 11, 
8$ It is the voyce of my welbeloned, behold 


bee commeth leaping oner the monntaines, &- 
Skippeth oner the hilles, 

9 My Welbelomed is bike a Roe,or ayonn gs 
Hynde : beholdhe ftandeth behind our wall 
looking through the windeawes, ſhewmg him- 
ſelfe threugh the grates. 

10 My welbelonued (pake, and ſayde wats 
me Ariſe my loue, my fayre onez and come 
WAY, 

11 For behold the Winter is paſt;the raine 
ts changedzand gone away. | 

12 The flowers appeare inthe earth, the 
time of the ſinging of birds is come, and the 
vojce of the turtle 1s feard tu our land. . 

13 The page tree hath brought foorth her 
young figges, and the vines with their ſmall 
grapes haue caſt a ſanour : Ariſe my loue, 
my fayre one and come aways 
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14 My aoue than art in the holes of the 

Rocke, m the ſecret places of the Rayres,ſhew 
ence thy face, make mee to heare thy woyc a for 
ry wayce 15/wcet, and thy face ts comely. 
15 Tatevethefoxes, the little foxes , 
which deſtroy the vines, for eur vines have 
ſmall grap rs» | 

16 Ay Wlbelourd is mine,and ] am bis, 
bee feedeth «wore the Lillier. ce 

17 F-ill the day breake, aud the ſoad- 
dowes fie awry » Returne my welbelonad,eh- 
bee like a Roe,or a young Hart ypor the monn- 
eaines of Betber. 


24 N thefo:mer parte of 
Ba} chis Chapter. wehaue 
7/6) ſcene how Chriſt Ie- 
ag ſis calling himſelfe a 

| & roſe,& a Lillic, giueth 


vs to vnderſiand,thet 
= :nhimis the fountaine, 

| © the fulnes andpcrfcie 
on of all ſweet and goodly things. Alſo 
that from his {wectnelle and beauty, his 
Church is wade 1{o ſweet and fayre, that 
ſheeexcellcth all other daughters as farre 
as the pure white Lillie doth the thornes, 
Then ſhee ſetteth forththe prayſe of her 
ES — wel- 
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welbcloued, by a compariſo alſo : name- 
ly, that as the appleticecxcelleth the trees 
of the wood, fo doth he exccl the ſonnes, 
And further, by the ſhadow of this tree , 
andthe frnit, and by being ledde into 
the houſe of wine, ſhee declareth. that in 
him, ſheeis madepartaker of all heauen- 
ly bleſſings, and feeling his loue,- ſhee is 
cuen ſicke with loue towards him, cal: 
ling for the further partaking of thoſe 
graces, and is embraced, comforted and 
ſupported by Chrilt. | 

Laſtly, a ſtraight charge 1; given, that 
this may not be enterrupted. Now in the 
relt ofthis Chapter, vnder another (imili- 
tude,namely, of the flouciſhing Spring , 
ſhee ſerteth foorth, how hee calleth her 
foorth to the viewing and partaking of 
thoſe heavenly things, I will firſt lay o- 
pen vnto you(as I mey fay) the letter of 
the Allegory : forthereby wee ſhall the 
more cali:y come ro the ſenſe. Conlider 
. of ewo lovers herein the world, betro- 
thee the one to the other, The Woman 
remmay ning in thehouſe in the winter, the 

12N often abroad in the fieids,and when 
the Spring times come, hee clleth and 
enuiteth his Spouſe' ro come foorth co 
walke 
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walke,and to take the delight and come 

fort of thoſe pleaſant things, which the 
' Spring doth afford. Euen fo the Church 
che beloued Spouſe of Chriſt, becing of | 
_ her ſelfehereinth:s world;as ic were, ſhut | 
vpin the houſe, vnder the barrennes of 
winter,is byher welbeloued called vpon 
to come forth,asit were to walkezto view 
_ andtotake the ſolace and comfort of that 

"heauenly ſpring. 

 Thisis the ſumme ofall;that ſhee doth 
here report. And now let vs come to the 
particulars. /t isthe voyce({ayth ſhe) of wy 
welbeloned, behold he commeth leaping oucr 
the mountaines,and skipping oxer the hilles 
Ay welbeloned is like a Rogior ayong Hinde, 
In theſe words you ſee; that ſhee ſheweth 
how ſhee perceyued his comming, and 
the manner ofhis comming She percei=- 
ueth his comming by his voyce, fhee hea- 
reth his voyce, ſhee knoweth hisvoyces 
Tt ss the voyce, ({ayeth ſhee) of my welbeloe 
wed; behold be commeth. The Lord Icfus 
doth cal his choſen by his holy Wordthat 
is his voyce, And they know his voyce, as he 
ſayeth, /ohn 10. My ſheepe heare my woice. 
By faith they diſcerne his voyce, euen 
the heavenly and pure dodtrine : the men | 
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of this world, eucn the [ofidels that canor 
hearchim. There be many opinions, fay 
they,how can wee tell which is the ruth? 
And marke how by his voyce, thatis, by 
hisliuely word ſheperceyueth that Chriit 
commeth vnto her. 1c is a ſpiricuall, and 
an inuifble comminse, and ſhee hath a 
ſpirituall earero heare, and the eyes of che 
ſpicit ro behold him. Let him that hath an 
eare( fayeth the holy Ghoſt) heare what the 
Spirite ſayeth to the Churches, Reu: 2, 3, 
This voyce of Chriift ſoundeth in the 
world, but noncheare it, none loy in it 
but the holy church with her children. 
You may reade in Prouerbs, chap. 1. How 
Salomon there fayeth, That the higheſt 
wiſdome (thatis Chriſt) vttereth her voyce 
aloude in the ftrecter,in the openplaces, and 
aſſemblies,but is not regarded. Onely (1 
ſay) the church heareth,andis ſoioytullat 
it, that fhee fayeth, behold hee commeth, 
Then touching the manner of his com- 
ming ſhe {etterh it forth, not onely to be 


ſift and ſpeedy,comparing him to a Roe 


or young Hide, but allo that no difficu!ties 
in the way can hinderor lethim- for he 
leapeth ouer mountaines and hilles. A 
molt worthy thing to benoted, that no-, 
| thing" 
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thing can keepe backe or ſeparate Chri(t 
from his Church : his loue 1s ſo great to- 
wards her. There bee cuen, as it were hie 
hilsand mountaines of 6nnes in the peo- 
ple of God,which might ſeparate,and the 
Diuell rayſ{eth vp bankes to make the 
way vnpleaſant : buthee piſeth ouer all 
theſe high mountaines . ſo aboundant ts 
his kindnetle and loue. Saint Par! han» 
dlcth this point, Rom.8, 538.39, Newuher 
deathuor life,nor Angels, nor principalities, - 
ror powers, nor things preſent, northinges to 
eomeynor bright, nor depth, nor any other cre» 
ature, ſhall bae able to ſeparate vs from the 
loue of God,which is m Chriſt Ieſus our Lord, 
Ofchis the Spoulcglorycth, ſaying, Be- 
hold hee commeth leaping ouer the monn- 
taines,and chipping oner the hils, Tocon- 
clude this paint,wee ſee that the faithfull 
doe by the voyceof Chriſt perceyue him 
comming vatothem, and that hee com. 
meth ſwiftly ouer all lets. 

Now tothe next point,wherein is ſet 
forth how they ſcehim preſent. Beholde 
(layeth ſhee) he flandetb behinde our wall 
tsoking through the Windowes, ſhewing him 
fſelfe through the gates, This dooth ex- 


prelle that Chrilt doth not in full mans 
ner | 
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her exhibice and ſhew himſclfe preſenc 
vnto his church in this world. He ftan-. 
deth, as it were, behinde the wall, and 
looketh in :t the windowes, ſhewing 
himſclfe through farelles, this is cleare 
and manifelt, for Abraham ſaw him: 
the Prophets and Xoſer ſaw him: yeaall 
the godly vnder the law ſaw him: but 
yet vndgrtypes and ſhadowes, asit were 
looking in through the Windowes. And 
fince he was menifelted in the fleſh, and 
hath ſhewed himſclfe more fully,wee ſee 
him preſent þut by faith, Behold (fayeth 
hee) 1 azz with you wnto the end of the world, 
Bur yet che Church feech him preſenr, 
butby the eye of faith. Alſo as Sajur Paw! 
fayeth, Wee knowbut in part, 1.({or. 13. 
Wee ſec him nor fully,butasit were tho. 
row the windowes, Then njarke yerfur- 
ther how ſhee proceedcth in ſetting forth, 
how hee calleth her : Iy welbeloned ſpake 
ana faide vxto mee; Ariſe my loue, my fayre 
one, arid come away, What meancth this? 
Verely, the regenerate, euen the holy 
onesof God are regenerate but in part 
while they live here. There remaineth 
ſtill in them a lumpe of corruption, and 
fo farre as that. extendeth, they bee 
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catthly minded, andeuen willingly fit 
dowee in this world, hauing their affec- 
tions ſomewhat entanzled with the cares 
and pleaſures of the fleſh : wherefore 
this is the continuall voyce of Chritt, 
founding in their cares, Ariie, O ye whom 
I louc, which are fayre in my light, and 
come away: Arite,ariſe from the loue & 
delight in earthly things, and ſet your af- 
feion vponthe things which are aboue. 
I need not to (tand in the amplification 
of this point, the holy Scripture in all pla- 
ces, both in the Prophetsand Apollles, is 
fall of cheſe voyces which call vpen vsto 
ariſe vpin our hearts and inindes from 
theſe rranſitorie thinges\which bee vpon 
theearch, vato heauen, and heauenly 
things. 

Happy are wee if wee doe heare this 
voyce of Chrilt calling vs 10 louingly, fo 
that wee obey it. O how dull, how hea- 
uy,how lumpiſhand prone to the earth , 
. weeare, which are ſ{olittle moved with 
this continuall call of our moſt louing fas 
viour? Weeare ready to minde earthly 
_ things, andeuen to fitte downe in them, 

and yet our converſation is in heauen , 
Pitt. 3. Thereis che holy City 7 our 
LCC» 
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freedomeis, after that wee ſhould long, 
Wee are heere bur pilgrimes and firaun- 
gersfor a time: why doe wee then litte 
downet?why doe we not, as wee are here 
willed ariſe and come away? The world- 
lings are not moued with this, for they 
can fedle no tafte nor {weetnelle in any 


thing bur the world,and it is death tothe 


to heare this voyce, Ariſe and come away , 
Can they willingly part from their crea- 
ſure, yez,l may *ay,cuen from tneir God, 
vpon which they haue ſet their heart, that 
is todday,their gold;their (iluer, their hou- 


| ſes,and their lands? Let it not bee ſo with 


vs: butletvs ariſe with our holy mother 
atthevoyce of Chriſt: letvs inheart & 
minde aſcend vp into the Heauens, v/ing 
the things of this world as though wee wſed 
them not, according tothe doAtrine of the 
hcl; Apoltle, 1.Cor.7. 

Moaecouer,let vs marke here, how our 
Lord leſus Chrilt lifreth vp his Church 
frem this earth vntothe heauens,cuen by 
his mighty voyce. 

All che fairhfull in themſclues, are e- 
uen like vnto heauy (tones, : which doe 
flye ſofarre ypward as they are driuen by 
a force, and when that force ceaſcth,they 

COMme 
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come downe againe apace to the earth : 
For looke how farre the Lord with his 
voyceand love lifteth vs vp, ſo farre wee 
aſcend, and if that worke not any lon- 
ger, Wee come eowne with ſpeed. 

In the next place wee haue the Alle- 
gorie, vncer which th= Lord doth per- 
{wade the church to ariſe, and come a- 
way frem the loue of theſe carthly things, 
vnto the medication and deſire of the hea 
uenly and fpirituall life, Tr is taken 
f.om the time of the yeare. In Winter all 
things lyeasit were barren vnder froſt 
and ſnow and colde blaſts, There isno 
pleaſure to bee taken then, Bur in che 
Spring time all ſweete things ſpring, and 
bud forth, and there is the melody of 
birds linging. Then s there comfort 8: 
ſoltceto bee taken jin walking abroad : 
Therefore he ſayeth : For bcb1d the win- 
ter is paſt therameirchanged and gone away, 
And then hee addeth 2 deſcription of the 
Spring by the flowers that appeare, by 
che linging of birdes, iby the voyce of the 
Turtle, by the figge tree bringing foorth 
fhgs, andthe vines with tk cir firſt grapes, 

caſting forth a ſmell, 
The perſwalion then beeing drawne 
from 
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from the compariſon ofthe tinies, we are 
to:conſider, how it ſtandeth in themyſtis 
call ſenſe. And that is, what the ſtate of all 
the Ele was before their calling, and 
then what itis after they be. called of the 
Lord, and regenerate. Before they bee 
called, their hearts bee euen like the earch 
in winter, vnderthe cold froſt;6: {tormes 
of finne; For there can no ſweete thi 
grow vp, there is an vtter brrcnnle 
Afcer that the Lord hath called chem, ar 
that they be regenerate,thereis an heauen- 
ly warmth of his ſpirit, and the ſwter dew 


of his graces, and then the ſweetel(f 


flowers appeare,thea the wholeſomfruirs 
doe budde forth :then is there peace and 
loy in. the holy Ghoſt, euen heauenly 
melody, whichis repreſented here by the 
ſiaging of the birds.  _. 
 Thenthe perſwalien ſtandeth thus vn- 
to euery oneofchefaithfull, whichare yet 
ſomewhatentangled withearthly things, 
and with the love of this preſent world 
ſothat their affefticns arendr ſolifted vp, 
and ſetvpon the delireof heauenly things 
as they ought tobe, Ari/g, O my Lowe, 
my fayre one ,azd come away: for you ought 
not to ſet your hearts "oO vpon ning 
tha 
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that are vaineand tranſitory, as you did 
in the dayes of your ignorance, whe you 
lay frozen in your Site. For hauing 
now beene made partakers of the heauen- 
ly graces, you muſtrake your ſolace and 
Elbotein heauenly things. 

[tis a very ſtrange thing to conſider the 
ſlacknesthatis in the holy Saints of God, 
co ariſe vp from this vaine world,vato the 
meditation and ioy ofthe world to come; 
When wehaue felt the worke of God in 
vs,vnto our great ioy and comfore, when 
the ſwetr flowers and wholeſome fruites 
haue budded foorth in vs: yeta. droulſis 
. nefſe doth come vpon vs, and weecould 
cuen willinglie ſeate our ſclues heere be- 


low together with thoſe men,which haue _ | 


their portion in this life, Itis no maruell, 
that men ſolongas they haue not taſted 
of heauenly things , doe . greedily laye 
holde of this World, and = vntoit : 
they know no better, but as Iſayd, jsit 
notvery ſtrange & meruellous, that fuch 
as haue been euen raviſhed in their minds 
with the fweetnes of Chriſt: ſhouldenen 
waxe coldcagaine? Thus itfalleth out,and 
therefore ſhee reporteth how he callcth a- 
gaine : Ariſc my lone, my fayreone, aud 
Comme 


} 
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| come away. So harda thing it & co drawe 


our mindesfrom this carthly crafh, Bue 
moſt ſpecially you may notein this place 
the wonderfull kindnetle of Chrift Icſus 
our Lord, who notwithſtanding, che 
dulneiſe of his choſen, yet eſteemeththe 
ſo highly,as appeareth by hisſpeeches, 4- 
riſe myloue;my fayre one, 6, We ſee plain» 
ly by this, chat che great imperfections 
which remaine in the Regenerate, do not 
diminiſh che loue of Chriſt towards them 
for they be (till his loue: nor make them 
deformed, nor loathſome in his eyes, for 
hee ſayeth, my fayre one. From hence we 
may draw two very good and: necellary 
inſtructions, The one is for our comfort 
againſt the temptations of the Diuell , 
who taketh occaſion by thefrailetics and 
imperfeqion3,which arc in vs, to beare vs 
in hand, that webe vtterly deformed in 
the eyesof Chriſt, and chat heedoth nor 
loue,bur hate vs, | | 
 Belouedzifa man haue touching true 
fiich and repentance, a fincerity and an 
vnfained vprightnefle of heart, let him be 
allured, that albeit he bee clogged with 
much corruption of the fleſh, the burthen 


 Whercof doch make him to figh & grone, 


' 25 ſeenting 
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ſeeming defermedin hisowne eyes 2 yet 
is hee beautifull and deare vnto Chritt, © 
T hen'the other inſtruction is, that wee 
arcto imitate this kindnelle of our Lorde 
and Maſter. Many when they bcholde 
ſemethings amiſle in thoſe that profetle 
the Goſpell of Chriſt, neuer looke vpon 
their vertues,although they ſhine: but ab- . 
horre and deſpiſe chem.Let vs take heede 
of this,and let vsentirely louc and eſteem 
chem fayreand precious,which feare the 
Lord, and {tudy toobey him, although 
we ſee in them otherwiſe many great im- 
perfeAions. This example of Chritft lea- . 
dcth vs hereunto, ' who calleth her his 


louc,and his fayre one, which yetisſo ad- = 


dicted in part vnto this vaine world,and 
fo dull toche medication and delight in 
heauenly things, that hee caflcth vnto her 
againc and againe, Ariſe and come away, a- 
riſe,aus come away. Y ea, wee may perceive 
this ſlacknelle,znd as it were, halting dul- 
nelle that is in the Saints, in that hee cals 
leth vpon her,and vſeth yet. afurcher per- 
{walion ynto her inthe next verſe, to 
come forth vato him. The wordes are 
theſe :31y done which art in the cliftes of the 
Rocks, mrhe ſecret places of the tayres,ſhew 


me 
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wee thy face, make mee to heare thy woyce, for 
thy be isſweet, and thy face is comety. 
The latter part of this ſentence is cleare 
andeafie to bevnderſtood, that he calleth 
veto her to come into his company, and 
totalke with him : adding this encou- 
ragement, that ſhee 1s beauritull,and well 
fauoured of face, and her ſpeech isvnto 
him ſweetand pleaſant. But how are we 
to take the fermer part which is this,,A7y 
done which art inthe clifts of the rocke, in 
the hollow place of the ſtayer? .Heereisa my- 
tical ſpeech, which we are to enquire the 
meaning of firft,according tothe Letter : 
Wee know that a doue doth ſecke for 
ſome hole or hottew place in a rocke, or 
other high thing, into which ſhe doth en - 
ter to bee ſecret and ſafe from devouring 
birdes that would eate hervp;as from the . 
alſo Fowler, Euen ſo this doue, this ſim- 
le, mecke, harmeles, and chaſt Spouſe 
of the Lord Ieſus, hath her dwelling in 
the hollow placeofan high Rocke, the 
cliftes whereof, are as ſtayes, bur ſo as 
in arocke, they bee ſuch as men cannot 
climevp. . - | 
But whats this rocke then in which 
this doue relteth? No man candeny but 
[3 that 


- 
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that this rocke is 'the moſt high God. 
You know that the holy Prophet Danid 


 calleth him, The rocke of his /aluation. This 


is a rocke which none can clime vnto, in 
theclift of thisrocke, the doue dwelleth 
ſake. Sathanis cuen like vnto a greedic 
kice,which alwayes lyeth in wayte for to 
deuoure her,but ſhee remayneth-cloſe in 
this rocke, where he cannot come at her, 
What 'is then to beevnderftood by the 
clift orhollow place ofthis rocke?Surely, 
itis Gods cternall counſell and eleRion 
of his Church vnto life and glory : for it 
Is in that holy counſell ofthe Lord, even 
28 in the hollow place ofa moſt high 
rocke, that this douedwelleth ſafe, Saint 
Paul ſayeth, The fonndition of God ftan- 
deth ſure,and hath this ſeale, God knoweth 
who bee bis. '2.Tim; 23, ver. 19. And 
our Saviour ſheweth, That it is not poſſible 
that the Eleft ſhould perifs, Math. 24. 
It is a madnetle for any man to thinke 
that Almighty God can crre, or that hee 
can change his purpoſe, yea, or that any 
can withſtand the ſame, Therefore in his 
eternall counſel: and eleQion,as in a molt 


furerecke, the ſaluation ofthe church re- 
------ 
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The Prince of darkneile hath endea= 
voured with all his forcesto aſlayle the 
ſame, but all invaine,Reu.rx2, Thus we 
ſee briefly whatis meant by this that hee 
calleth ber hi: dowe which is in the cliftes of 
the rocke; Where we note what a weake 


Nate the Church were in, ifſhee had not 


her abode in thisrocke. For if ſhee were 
out of of it, looke how the poore harme- 
lefſe doueisa prey vato the deuouring 
hawke, ſo ſhouid ſhee bee vnto her ence. 
mies:her ſtrength is ig this high rocke,her 
ſafety inthe place, inwhich ſhee remays 
neth, in her ſelfeſheeis but as a ſilly dove : 
from this rocke (as I ſayde) nonecan 
plucke her downe. For marke what 
Chriſt faythtouching that matter, - 24y 


ſheepe beare my voyre.and I know them, and 


they follow mee,and 1 gine ontothem eternall 


life,and they ſhall not periſh for ener, nexther 


Srall any plucke them out of my hand. My 


Father that gane them mee ts greater then 
all, neyther can any plucke them ont of the 
hand of my Father, I and the Father are 


: one, John 10.ver. 27.28. 29.30. Theres 


then no deſtroying ofthis doue, though 
ſhee bee in her ſelte bur as a Doue, the 
hawke, the kite, or the fo.,vler cannot 


I s reach 
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reach vnto her, Bletſed be the Lord God 
who hath thus provided for the. ſafety of 
his poore {eruants: and bleſſed bee. the 
po "np of his Maiclty, World without 
end. 

Now let vs obſerve further, wherfore 
the Bridegroome doth make mention of 
this, that his doue is in the clifts of the 
rocke, Surely, hee doth herein note the 
very well head and fountaine ef all hea- 
uenly*blciiings, according as Saint Paul 
opencth the matter, ſaying: Bleſſed bee 
God, eue the Faber our Lord leſus Chriſt 
who hath bleſſed-1s with all (piritaall bleſſings 
m heaucily things im Chriſt, as bee hadcko= 
fen vs inhs92 befare the foundation of the 
werld was layde, that wee ſhould bee holy 
and withont blame before him, through lone, 
Ephel. 1,verl.3.,4. Then further hce vs 
ſeth itas an arguinent to moue his ſpouſe 
to the contemptation of heauenly things. 
As if hee ſhould ſpeake thus vnto her, O 
my doue, thou art'from everlaſting in 
the ſecrer counſell. of the moſt high God 
choſen in mee, and ordayned vato eter- 
nall glory in the heavens: thou art prepa- 
red for things far more excellent the theſe 
that be tranlitory,ſet notchineheart ther» 

»: tore 
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f5re vpon them, bur liftvp thy mind and 
thine affeAian vnto heauenly.thines,me» 
ditatevpon them, anddcligkt therein : 
comel1o into my preſence and let me {ee 
thy face, and heare my voyce, Tudge in 
your ſclues beloued, is it meete that ſuch 
as bee choſen to be heyres of eternal gto- 
ry-ſhould ict their heart vpon the thipgs 
- of this world? Surcly,.al the while that 
they dae ſo, they doe cuen hidethcir fa + 
ces from Chriſt, they do not vtrer their 
voyce vnto him. Marke then I pray you 
how that when the fichfu!l ſoule dooth 
riſe vpin contemplation from theſecarth- 
ly things vnto the heavenly, taking her 
delight and ſolace in them ſhedoth then 
ſhew her face vato Chrift, ſhee maketh 
kim chen to heare hervoyce. And then 
is her voyce ſweetynto him, for ſhee ves 
tereth vntohim many ſweet przyers,prai» 
ltesand thanks for all his bencfits:and her 
 facealſo js fayreand delightiome vnto 
him. What an encour:gement isthis to 
make vs ſeckeafter the Lord Ieſus? Doth 
he callypon vs in this maner,and a&th he 
thus eſteeme thevoyce and beauty of the 
faichfuli foute that cometh vnco him?end 
| ſhal we ve llackezSinall we Iye droufie & 

| dull 
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dullin eur affedions? Let this fame 
ſpeech of Chrilt bee cucn printed in our 
mindes. My dome that art in the helesof the 
rocke, in the ſecret place of \the ftayre, ſpewe 
mee thy face,make me to hearetby woyce, for 
#by woyce # ſweet,and thy face is comely, Is 

not thisa moſt ſweet voyce of our Sauis 
our which hee vttercth vnto every aneof 
vs? OQughtit not jo make vs to runne 

{ſwiftly vnto him? Are they not worthy a 

thoufand times to zperiſh, who ſet light 

by the calling of ſolouing a Saviour? A. 

riſe, ftirre yp your ſelues, be not fo carth- 

ly minded, bur dAlight in heauely things; 

ler your mind aſcend vp vnto Chrilt, and 

talke with him: 

If hee were auſtere, or did deſpiſe vs, 
it might have ſome colour for negli- 
gence, but when hee ooth thus call vpon 
vs to come,what excuſe can there bezLet 
vs Rot beelike vnto the idolatrous Pa-. 
piſts, who ſeeke vnroother mediators , 
and interceflors, as if wee poore wretchs 
es might not be ſobold asro preſume to 
come vnto him. You ſze how that he wil- 
lecth his doue co come to him, hce doth 
not ſend her vnto others,faying,$Shew me 
thy face, make ne to beare #þy voyce, Shall 

Wee 
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we then belicue the Diuell, who in rhe 
Popifh Church telleth vs, chat wee muſt 
deuoutely worſhip and pray to ſom Sainr, 
that ſo we may procure his or her fauour 
roentreat Chriſt for vs, becauſe it isouer 
great preſumption for vs te com directly 
vnto him? O beloucd,will you give cre- 
dice to ſuch againſt the flat yoyce of the 
Lord? Lookealſo what is written, Seermp 
therefore Brethren,that by the blond of Tefus 
wee may bee bold to enter into the holy place 
by the new and lining way, which hee hath 
prepared for ys,through the vayle that is his 
fleſhy ard ſeeing wee haue an hegh Prieſt 
which #5 oner the houſe of God Lets drawe 
neere with a trueheart m aſſurance of faith, 
ſprinceled in our hearts from an en corſri- 
ence,and waſhed m our bodies with pure was 
ter, Heb, no.ver{.19,20,21.22, Thus are 
| wee willed togoe te the Lord our God 
himſelfe. | 

Now itfelloweth, Take vs the Foxes, 
the little Foxes which deſtroy the vines, for 
our vines hane ſmall grapes. Here 18a charge 
giuen,and areaſon rendred;the charges, 
that they ſhould catch the foxes, yea euen 
the little foxes,the reaſon is,becauſe they 
deltroy the vines, being yet in ſhooting 

- forth 
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- forththeir ſmall grapes, Here ariſe diuers 
queſtions,as fir who giueth this charge , 
take vs the foxes, Secondly,to whoin this 
bulines is committed. Thirdly,what mas 
ner of foxes theſe be, and how they de- 
ſtroy the vines. And laſtly,how they are 
to be taken. 
; Touching the firſt,it is Chriſt who gt- 
ueth this charge. He hath care -ouer his 
vine,he hath autnority to commaund, & 
the Church doth here report his ſpeech, 
and alſo vnder his authority doth comand 
lizewiſe the ſame thing, Then for the ſe- 
cond, it is out ofall doubt that. this 
chargeis laydevpon all the faichfull Pas 
{korsand Teachers, and godly Princes, 
Concerning thethird, theſe Foxes bee 
- falſe teachers,heretikes and ſeducers ofthe 
Lords people. Theſe be called Foxes,bes 
cauſe of their ſubtilty and crafe: for all, 
ſorts of heretikes and falfe teachers, doe 
 winde 1n themſclues craftily, making a 
ſhew of truth and holineſle. They come gn 
ſheepes claathing(as our Sauior ſayth, 7ar. 
7. 15.) Butiawardly they bee nothing but 
ranentng wolues, It may ſcem very ſtrange 
how ſuch deſtroying foxes, yea ſuch gries 
gous raucning Wolues, as the holy Ghoſt 
(Cr- 


| Song of Salomon. 125 
termeth them. Mat.7.A&. zofhould make 
ſuch a fayre ſhew of truth and holineſle, 
as thatthey ſhould ſeduceand draw men 
from the right way,into the «crooked by- * 
wayes of herelies anderrors, and ſa des 
ſtroy and waſte the vines. But Saint Panl 
ſheweth a reaſon, that itis no maruell,for 
ſpeaking of the foxes ofhis timezhe ſayth : 
Swcb falſe Apoſtles are deceitfull workers 
iranſformed intothe Apoſtles of Chriſt: and 
nomaracll (ſayeth hc) for Sathan himelfe 
6s trausformed into an Angell of tight,therfore 
it 55110 great thing, though his Miniſters 
tranſferme themſcluer, as though they were 
the Miniſters ef righteonſnefſe,2. Corl 1.v. 
13.14. 15- Thelefoxes then have their 
ſubtlety from that great ſoxe the diuell. 
Many and differing ſort of theſe Foxes, 
| were in thetimeot the Law, and many 
allo haue euer beene vnder the Goſpell, - 
and ſhall be cuer,,vnto the end of the 
World : Among which the great Romiſh 
Foxc ts the principall, And howlſoener 
they bee differing in their errors, and 
falſe opinions : yet herein they meete 
in one, that they bee ail ſubtif} Foxes , 
waſting and deſtroying the vines of 
Chrilt, Here wae may beheld the ſtate of 
Gods 
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Gods Church, that there ſhould bee al- 
wayes Foxes chat will creepe in among 
| the vines, andif there bee not (as I may 
fay) hunters, to huat and to catch them, 
wee may ealily pexceyue what perill the 
young grapes be in, Wee are therefore to 
pray 1nttancly vato the Lord, who hath 
planced this vine,that he wil al wayes raiſe 
vp wiſeand vigilant keepers, which may 
indeed catch theſe wity Foxcs, and there- 
in we cometo che fourth point,which is, 
| how they muſt be taken. | 
Doubcletle, the faichfull Miniſters of 
the Goſpell,are fayd to catch them,when 
by the wordof God they doe ſtrongly 
confute their herelies, and by excommus 
nication caltchem foorth of che Church, 
Then ſecing Heretikes being conuinced, 
yercontinue ob(tinate, and do finne, e+ 
ucen condemned by their owne iudge- 
ment,as Paulſ{ayerh, Twas 3.ver. 11, and 
fo will inpudently goe forward to de- 
{troy the Church, the godly Magi- 
itraresare with cuill and corporall pu- 
niſhmenrs rocatchth«m. Thus wee ſee 
che care which the Lord hath over his 
vine, that che Foxes may be taken, which 
are ready todcltroy the grapes, euen in 
cheir 
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their firſt budding,they would ſeducethe 
faichfull;cuen while chey bee young and 
weake, 

It followeth, 21y welbeloned is mine; 
aud 1 am bis which feedeth among the Lilliess 
| Vponall thoſe former ſpeeches of Chriſt 
Which ſhee repeated, ſhee doth breake 
forth into a glorying, not glorying in- 
deed in her {eltc, but in him, according 
to that which Saint Pax/alſcadpeth our 
of the Prophet; Hethar plorieth, let hims 
glory i the Lord, 1.Cor.1.ver, 31, And 
marke what it is that ſhee gloryeth of, for 
itis indeed thar, in which conliftech | her. 
wholefelicity, namely the Communion 
which is betwixt the Lord Ieſfus Chriſh 
and her,and the ſweet fruit which ſhe re- 
ceyueth thereby. This holy Communi- 
on is exprellcd after this manner ; Ay 
Welbelened is mme,and I am his, Here we 
mult firlt note, thatthereis an vnion bes 
twixt Chriſt and his Church, fre whence 
commeth this Communion? Hee is her 
head,and ſhe is by the ſpiritevnited vnro 
him, as his miſlicall body : hee becing 
her head, whatſocuer is in him,it is hers : 
andthereforec it is ſayd, That hee ss made 
wnto tis of God, Wiſedome , Righteowſnes, 

Sai 
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Sanfification,and Redemption, 1.Cor.1; It 
bath pleaſed the Father, that inhim all fats 
reſſe ſhould dwell, Cololl.1.v.19., In him 
is holinellcin him is power, in him is life 
cternall: andall theſe things doe flowe 
fronrhim, the head vpon her,for ſhe ſaith: 
Ay welb elonedis mine, Behold then what 
an incomparable treaſure ſhee doth boaſt 
of, when ſhee ſayeth, 11y welbeloued 1s 
eine? For allche riches, the ioyes,and the 
glory of heauen are hers,for he being hers 
allishers: ſeeing nothing that is good is 
wanting in him. From hence it is thar 
the Apoltle fayeth : Hee will make ber to 
himſelfe a plerions Church, Epheſ'5. And 
then on theother fide ſhee ſayeth, avd 7 
an his,by this expreſſing, that as he hath 
'redecracd her with his owne bloud, yea, 
as he hath taken vpon him her ſinne, her 
curſe, her death, and hath made her righs 
reous in himfelte,and inheritor with him 
oferernall glory, fo ſhee doth conſecrate 
her ſelfe wholly vnto him, ſheis enly his, 
fhe forfaketh all other. Shee commirtech 
not whoredome with Idols, ſhe doth not 
embracethedoRtrine of Diuels, ſheedorh 
not ſet her heart ypon the yaine delightes 
and pleaſures of linnebut ſhee delighreth 
TY 


. Some of Salomon. 125 
in him,hee is herioy, ſhe.is pure and. chat 
and holy.vato him, & offcrech vnto him 

all che hex and deleRable fruites of her 
faich, and loue towards him, This is that 
which the holy Apoſtle ſayth,Thatihe bad 
prepared the Church: of Corinth, that hes 
might preſent them. as # pure virgin vnto one 
man,cuen Chriſt, 2.Cor,1l1-vers 2. What 
ſhall wee ay then vnto choſe,which wold 
haue Chriſt tobe theirs,but they will bee 
none none ofhis? They ſeeme to bealt 
of a faith in his death,and paſſionzas if by 
the ſamethey ſhould obtaine righteonſ- 
nefſe and life eternal]: but they bee vns 
cleane, they liveniot vnto Chrift, they 
be not ledde wich his Spirite, and theres 
fore they benot his: for what doftrine 
they profelle, they doe not greatly care, ' 
and the world and fleſhly pleaſures are 
their 10y: fruits they offer vp none vate 
Chriſt. O happie is that ſoule,which with 
a true and liuely faith can ſay, fy welbelo= 
Hed 55 mineand I am his. And Kopy are 
they which ſay he is theirs,G yet they are 
not his,they live not vnco him, Then ſhee 
ſayeth, that heefeedeth among the Lollies: 
we know that the lillies,are fayre, ſweete, 
foft and pleaſant,and therfarethe church 
| K fayth 
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yit chirhe=@Spbilſeteedeth his flockes 
hehe Lillieswhicti'is to let vs know 
chat hee feedeth her with moſt excellent 
things.Molt crue'1tis,thiar ther is nothing 
vnader Heauenthatcanbee eſteemed as a 
full ſhadowvr reſemblance bf the heavens 
Iy Marma, .wheteWich Chnlitfeedeth the 
oules of his : * bur the Church v ſeth char 
which may in ſome ſortieſemble it. And 
now thereremayneth-oonely the laſt verſe 
ofthis Chaprer, in which the holy ſpouſe 
vpon' the feeling of thoſe former bene- 
fites, concluderh witha vehement prayer 
voro Chrilt,laying, Patil the day breake, 
ani. the: fpaddowes flie away « Returne my 
welbclouedye+ bee like a Roe,or a young Hart 
wpon the mountames of ether. The ſumme 
of her prayer is,that her welbeloued from 


whom 'ſhee receyueth All ' her comfort 


would come ſpeedily vnto her, in all her 
need, all che time of her peregrination 
here vpoucarih, andnot by any meancs 
be ſeparated from her. 

Indeed the wordesare miſticall, and 
her firft fpeech is as much as to ſay, vntill 
the morning, when ſhee fayeth, Yurill 
the day downe, and the ſhadowes flye a 
For the night is but the ſhaddowe of the 
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carth,, ſo that the Sunnecomming vnto 
our Horizon, with his beames cauſerh 
all ſhaddowes toflye away from theyp-: 
per face ofthe carth, Fl. +, 
The Church yponcarthyis as it were 
in the night, .as ſometake it,vnder the 
ſhaddowes of the Law, which ſhauld, 
and did flye away after that cleare day of 
Chriſts reſurre&ion?For when our Lord 
was manifeſted in the fleſh, it wasacleare 
day in compariſon of the time of the 
Law, when they had al vnder ſhadows: 
but we may extend thi prayer (as Etake 
it) more kfitly ro the ſecond comming of 
the Bridegroore, for then indeed ſhall 
be the perfect cleare day, then ſhall all 
ſhadowes vaniſh, and chereſhall bee no 
obſcuricy, but molt glorious light. In 
"the 48 Pſalme, where the Prophet 
ſpeaketh of the wicked,and fayeth, Thar 
the righteous ſhall have dominion ouer 
' themin the morning, he ſpeaketh it of 
' the day of the generall' iudgemient, 
which is the beginning,and euen in the 

morning efthat Cer molt glorious 
ipht, in which the Saintes ſhall dwell. 
Shee praveth then, that ill that moſt 
elorious Morning, while ſhe is heere 

'K 2 in 
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in the wilderneſſe,he will bee like a Roe , 


or a young Hart, that is,that he wil come 
{wiftly vnto heryfor her defence and com 
fort in {ll her tribulations. 
, Herenemics arc great, and her frailtics 
are many ,and ſhee prayeth that hee will 
patſe overall lets of her ſinnes,or whatſo- 
cuer, Which ſhee calleth the mountaines 
of Bether, that is,of ſeparation, We fce 
then that this is a moſt ſweet prayer of the 
Church,'and which every faithfull foule 
doth earnelily powre forth vato him, that 
hee will come ſpeedily vato them, todes 
fend & comfort them while they be here 
in the middelt of crue!lenemies, of fraile- 
ties and calamities, O Lord Ieſuscome 
ſpcedily and fauevs. 


THE 


_- —_— I" "ad Pere ae 
Ire nts ae Rs. 


, —— w_n "OI — 


" Songof Salomon. 133 


The bft Sermon. 
CHAP. 111. 


1 I» my bed by night I ſought him whome 
my ſonle loueth, I ſought him bat I found 
him not, 

2 I will ariſenow,and goe abont in the (5 
tre, by the ſlyeetes and by the open places, 1 
will ſeeke him whom my (oule lou thy] ſought 
him ut [found him not. | 

3 The Watchmen that went about the 
Citie found mee: Haue you ſcene him whom 
Ty ſonleloueth? 

4 When TI had paſſed aluttle from thens ; 
then ] fomnd him whom my ſoule loueth, 1 layd 
halde on him, and left hins 0t wutill I had 
brought btmyatomy mothers bouſe, imtothe 
chamber of her that conceyned me, 

5 Icharge you O datghters of Ternſalem 
by the raes aud by the Hindesof the field, that 
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Jee ſtirre 2 not up, nor wake my louc untill ſhee 


Rue. 
\ N the former Chap. 


. ter the bride made re- 
2 port how - her Loue 


: I kind manner ſought 
| hervp,and called vp= 
7 ,on her againe ro ariſe 


* - . 


Q@ come foorth vnto 


him from the cares and delights in earth- 
ly things vnto the meditation and toy in 
thingsthat be heauenly and ſpiritual. And 
now 1n this Chapter le ſheweth how ſhe 
ſought after him,hee hauing withdrawne 
himſe'fe, and miſſing of her, yer ſhe cca- 
{ſednot, nor gauequer ſ{eckingin all pla- 
ces vatill ſhee found i 1m 2nd brought 
him home,vnto her mock ers houfe H=ere 
is then in ſom ercſpect a diverſe and a 
differing effate and condition from the 
former, - For the foiti;fi:ll do not continue 
alwayes alike, bur even now, Chrift ſhew- 
ing himfeite ynco them, and calling vp- 
on theni, that are egcu rapt and enflamed 
with the lcue and ioy of heaucnly things, 
By and Iby, eucnasa Kettie vpon thefie, 


which 
£ 


Q. > lcſus Chriſt in moſt. 
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which whileithe wing vehement, doth - 
- ſecthe faſt; aud asithe lameſlakety  do.ic 
cooleth: they. waxe: ſemewhar) colder, 
they fall incq ſomedroutinetie:and ſecu- 
rity, they feele not, theioyeapfgelights — _ 
which they did5Chuitt:ſeemethito be gon 
:fromehem.:;Angthen being, ,cyther.cou- 
ched with ſomeatflition, on moved ,by 
ſome meanes.they doe ſecke-to ſcde.the 
Lame joyes that they falt;jn, him. /|before, 
They would.,alwayes/icele thery.; - for 
they be ioyes that paſſeall earthly toyes , 
as the Prophet. Panids Plal..4. fheyeth, 
T hat the light af Gods, cpuntenance pyc 
more gladnefſe jnto- his, hearty ;then che 
worldly, men;had when they,recexped 
great pleaty,of Bgknezand Wingangonlc, 
.wherewith, they; make cheniclyegmerry. 
And how earneſtly.che\holy; Spouſe doth 
fecke afteri her, Welbeloued, hey, wards 
-WBl declaze, which; wee, willnpw, come 
vnto. Firſt; Let. vs.confider the external 
things, which do ze>iclcnt and figure the 
thinos which areinuiGble, milticall, ſpis 
rituall, and heaucyly. The Church is 
compred to.a virgine .berrothed,,, who 
.dwelling-in her, mothers houſe, in a. City, 
- Inwhich thera bee Watchmen: that goe: 
| p 3 abou 


126 -Sermwogs oponthe 
about in the yight,and while ſhe is in her 
bed, her mind runneth vpon her Welbes 
loued; ſhee'cannot*endure his abſence, 
burariſeth: out of her bed;and even inthe 
night walkethaboetin' the ſtrectes of the 
City foto ſecke him, -Whio will not ſay 
that this were a [vehernent loue, that 
ſhouldcauiſea damoſelltodoe this? In- 
deed in this earthly Iove' ic- ſhould patle 
+ modeſty: bubiirhe ſpirituall loue, as we 
_ {ce, itis moſt highlyto be commen- 
dedo? Nt © RT Jas 12 rrty 
.* Letvs come then totheparticulars, 7 
wy bed fayeth hice) by night, What is the 
'"bedof the Church? Where doth ſhee 1 ye 
downe'to reſt and take caſe It is a drow- 
fie ſecurity which the fleſh bringech, and 
in which all the rruethildren of Cod;ac- 
- corditig tothe fleſh,covld be content to 
neſtle chemſelts,and euen'to lye quier;& 
warme; wereit not that they aremoued by 
the operation of an ether ſpirit then their 
' owne., for euen in this bed ſhe ſeceketh: 
There is2 worke wrought within, 'that 
will notlet heralrogether forget her bride 
me: - yea,the godly.in that coldnes 


which commeth vpon them,doerememn. 


ber what ioyes they hauefelte in ces 
an 
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_ andoftentimes they doe wiſh, that they 
did euen continually feede them. Bur 
marke then how yer they ſeeke him vp. 
on their bed, which is not to be allowed, 
Mcſt gladly they would taſt of his ſu ect- 
nes, but withall chey doe delire : v haue 
eaſe and pleaſure in the fleſh: fain would 
they lye(till in their warmebed; This I 
fay, is the thing which wee doe all couer : 
. faine would weefeelethe ioyesof heauen 
in Chriſt, and faine would wee alſo injvy 
the delights of the fleth : we wduld haue 
both, bue this will nat bee s:for marke 
how.he fayeth, I»my bedde by night . 1 
ſought bins whome my ſouteloueth: 1 ſought 
kinmbut I found bins not, Shee findeth him 
not whileſheeis ia her bed, hee will not 
ſo be found. He that will finde Chritſt, 
muſt rowlſe himſelfe out ofrhat. bedde of 
carnall caſe, | 
>5:Tta man delireand wiſh to feele the 
ſweetnes of Chiiſt, and will alſo ſtiffe 
himſelfe wich carnall delights, hee ſhall 
-nottaſte of him , ifhee doe caſte, ic will 
vaniſh. Therefore the holy Bride heere 
+ooeth further,and ſayth, 7 will ariſe. Bc- 
Fold ſhee ariſethGurt ofher bedd/to ſeeke? 
him, for there ſhee cannot findehim, _ 
| n 
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finde him ſhee will. And when commeth 
ſhee out of her bed? Even in the night. 
If thers bee any time fitce for the beddegit 
is che night, and then itis moſt inconue- 
nicat,and moſt it grieveth to come out 
ofthe bed, But ſhee commeth out ofher 
bed, even inthe night for to ſccke her 
Toue, Rather then ſhe will not find him 
"ſhee will forgoe and forſake all caſe and 
pleaſures in the world. _ 6 Sch 4 

Is this the true Church? and are theſe 

the righ®Chriſtians? What ſhall wee fay 
then vnto thoſe which wilforſake no de. 
light, no pleaſure co ſeeke Chrift? They 
haue adelire to f:ele his ſweetnes, but they 
lyettill vpon their bed. ©: beloued,al you 
that haue ever taſted,as the. holy Apolile 
Perer ſpcaketh, how ſweetthe Lord is,1, 
_-Petr.2. and doe conct to taite hin {th1Lre + 
member continually what is here dgne.; 
Secke him, but come out of your befide, 
Let not your loue bee fo cold, as to bee 
withelde from ſccking the Lord by any 
carnall delights. - And behold yet further, 
how the ſpoute doth not only riſe'out of 
her bed-roſecke her welbeloued,but alis 
goeth fortwintotbe ftreetes, &,openipla- 
ccs of the Rity,feeking all about for ow 
ee 


Song of Salmon. 129 
Hereis a very great loue expreſſed, heer®© 
i1sa maruelious zcale, A virgin to riſe out 
of her bed, andin the vnteaſonable time 
of the night to walkeabour in the lanes 
and ſtreetes of the City : what inconuent- 
ences and dangers might enſtie 2? Well 
ſhe caſtech no perils,her mind is ſo ſet vp- 
on her Spouſe, that ſheecannot reft, her 
burving loue towardshim thrufieth” her 
forward toſecke him, whatſoever come 
of it But may ſhenot ſeeme to bee ſcarſe 
well ig her wits 2 Could ſhe not tarrie 
vntilif were day?or mizht ſhe nor haue 
patience to«expeCt his comming vnto her. 
*Surely, the Worldlings doe wender at 
thoſe, which with feruent zeale and love 


doe lecke after ChriltTeſus: and they of- 


 tentimes {3y plainely, that chey bee more 


then halfemad: for when. they bcholde 
how the ſervan's of God debarre thems« 
ſeluesfrom ſinneful{ pleaſures, gjuing 


thernſe'ves to reading. hearing,and holy 


meditation in the Ilawes of God, that ſo 
they may obey him, they wonder as at 2 
frangething that they run not with che 


onto the ſameertetle ofriot, as the holy 


Apollle {ayeth, and therefore they ſpeake 
cuill, 1, Fet, 4,ver, 4. When tacy ſec —_ 
be '#) 
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fo zealous in ſecking Chrilt,as that neither 
the danger of their liues,ror loſle of their 
goods can [tay them: deettey not ſays 
what madde fooles be theie? They will 
not in any wiſe buy Chriit ſo deare, they 
hope to goe to heauen withouPany ſuch 
trouble. They ſeeno re-ſon why they 
ſhould depriue thkemſclues of any plea= 
furesor delights for to ſecke heauenly 
things. 

T hey will not profelle the Goſpel, fo, 
as to bee mocked and pointed at : Ifany 
great man do but frowne at ther), they 
lay the Bible a(ide. I cthinke you may ca- 
fily ſee the difference betweene theſe and 
the faithfu!l, who heere vaderthe perſon 
of che Church are ſayd toariſe c ut of their 
|bedsin che night,and to ſeeke about in 
.the ſtreetes ofthe City, Theſe bee not 
withheld with eaſcand pleaſures, nor yet 
ſcarred with perilles and inconucniences. 
Theſe dog know that Chriſt is worth the 
ſecking,alchough they ſhould Icoſe theyr 
lives for ſecking of him, Yeathey doe ap- 
proue the dofrine of Saint. Panl/z who 
ſayth, That 1belght aud momentaxy afflics 
r:0ns of this life, are more worthy the glory 
that ſrall b; rencaled, | | 

ky And 
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And how well the Lord approueth of 
this loueand zeale in his Spouſe,aduenty- 
ring herſeclfe thus to ſeeke him, you may 
feeby his owne wordes in the Goſpell, 
when hee ſayeth? Thatexcept a man de- 
» himſclfe, take vp bis crofſe and follow him 
hee cannot bee his Diſciple, And Whoſoener 
doth not forſaks Father and Mocher Wife, 
and goods, yea, and his bfe, he is not worthy 
of him. 

| But the Spouſe here ſayde,! will ariſe 
ard pgoe about inthe City, by the firectes and 
open places, and | will ſceke hins whome my 
ſoule loweth, Then ſhe addeth, 7 ſowght hins 
but I found him not. Here may two quelti- 
ons be demaunded: The one, whether 
_ the Church beeuer without Chriſt. The 
other may be this : whether the Lorde do 


not deale leſle kindly with his Spouſe , 


in letting her wanderabout toſceke him, 
and doth not by and by ſhew himſclfe 
vnto her? Touching the firft,ic is out of 
all doubt, «hat the Lord leſus is alwayes 
preſent with is Church, but the faithful 
haue not alwayes the ſame liuely feelin 
of his preſence. He ſeemeth to hide him- 
ſelfe away, andto bce abſent: and then 
doe the godly labour to hauca more o_ 
an 
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and perfeR ſence of hispreſence, it is his 
ſecret warke in them that they ſeeke, 

And now for the other Queſtion, that 

CHRIST doeth ſuffer his to ſeckehim 
through ſo:manie difficultyes, and doeth 
not at the firſt ſhewhimſelfe,ict is notto be 
imputed vato any want of kindeneſle, or 


for hec hurte,but forherbenefite : For, it 


is for che tryall and exerciſe of her Faith, 
her loue,and patience. Yea it isto ſtirre 
vp and co kindlic her atfeRtion more yehe- 
mently for to fceke after him. 

Finally, ics to teach all the godly to 
make precious account of retaining Chrift 
with chem. For .vhen they are failen in- 
todrowlines,and fo have lelle feeling:itis 
not ſo eafie 2 matter to findethe Lord a- 
gaine, Continue therefore your prayers, 
and meditations,and all holy exerciſe;,by 
which the lively feeling of, Chriſts pre- 
ſence is continued. _ 

Well, while ſneethus ſought him all a- 
bout, and found him uot, the Warcchmen 
that wear about the Citric , found her. 


The Watci-men in a Cictic doe paſſe too 
'gnd fro , to. ſee it there. bce any ftyrring z 
whereby hart may ariſc,and theſe do finde 


her now in theſtreetes, Who may theſe 
Watchmen bee ? 
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- If the cittie bee the viſible Church (for 
the Faichfull ds dwell ſcatcered in the vi. 
ſible Church, among many counterfeyte 
worſhippers'ef G O D) thentheſe watch- 
amen arethe Paſtors, who are to watche 0« 
uer the cittie, as the Lord tellecth the Pro 
| phet Ezechie! , that hee had made him a 
Watchman: Burt then ifit bee ſo, why 
doe net theſe Warch-men leade her vnta 
CHRIST, for that is their effice and du« 
tie? Surely, it dothofcen fall out, thar 
the ſhepheardes themſclues ,  euen the 
Watchmen ouerthe houſe of 1/xae/l, doe 
not know Chriſt aright, but are blinded 
with worldly pompe , and couetouſnes; 
Shee doth demaund of them,if they haue 
not ſen hinrwhom her ſfouleloueth? but 
there is no mention of her anſ{were. Ey+ 
ther they made none , or cl{c ſuch an ans 
{weras could doe her no good. Well;fhe 
oeth bur a litrle paſt them, and ſhee fins 
deth her welbeloued. Then we {ee plaine 
Iy,chat ſhe findeth him at the laft, This is 
according to the promiſe, Arke and ye ſhal 
hag? feeke & ye ſhal findeoenoe ks it ſhal be 
 epened unto yen, For whoſoener acketh yecet- 
acth;& he that ſecheth findeth,c+ to him that 
knocketh,st ſhalbe opened, Math: 7. ver. 7.8. 
Here. 
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Heere is a goodly comfort vnto all, 
thoſe which wich harty affeion do ſceke 
after Jeſus Chrilt : for though they ſeem 
for to loſe their labour, yet letthem not 
faint,nor waxe Weariezfor in the erid the 
thal findehm, He is not out of the Ci- 
ry,albeit the blinde Watchmen doe nor 


ſe him Hee will ſhew himſelfe moſt * 


comfortably vntorhem rhat ſeeke him 
with anvpright hearr, if they giuenot o- 
ver, Wesll are wee if we bee wiſe and 
ſtrong in this point, for many there bee 
which bear the name of Chriſtians, which 
Fckenot Chriltatall, but doe deſpiſe & 

negleRall holy exerciſes. | 
Others there he which doe ſceke, but 
they doe not continue ſeeking, they faint 
they waxe weary,and ſo giue ouer: be- 
cauſe they feele not the quickning pow- 
er of Chrilt, even ac the f5:{t, or afcer 
ſome ſhorrc time, they doe cuen relenc, 
and giue oucr. Let vs learne here ofthe 
Spouſe, not to give over, let vs palle all 
| lers, dangers and inconueniences; ſeeing 
in che end we ſhall nor mitſe of him Wee 
are ofcen brought inrodoubt of the truth 
in ſHme points, becauſe the SeA-maſtcrs 
ahd heretikes doe make ſuch aſhew of 
eruth 
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truth for taeir falſe opinic ns. Weeare al- 


fo clogged with ſinnefull Juſts, which do 
diſquiet our minds. . 
Chriſt alone isto ridde vs from all 
theſe ſaares,and though it ſeeme long of- 
tentimes before we can get out of them :; 
yet in the end we finde deliverance ; for 


_ all that finde Chriſt are freede from dans 


ger : and he thateontinueth to the ende 
he ſhall bee ſaued, Math.24. But now let 
cuery one beware that they ſecke the Lord 
in ſimplicity and (inglenetle of heart: for 
ſuch as are puffed vp with pride and yain 
glory, when they come vnto any know 
ledge, fall away againe, and many ſuch 
there haue ever beene. Of all others; a 
man would take them te bee the moſt car- 
neſt ſeekersafter Chriſt: and intheend , 
there is even the dogg to his vomit, Th 
ſeemed toeſchew the filthy pollutions of 
the world, with an exceeding great Io - 
thing and deteſtation, and ſuddenly they 
doe cuen turne backe vnto them,and do 
become ringleaders vnto ſundry kindes 
of iewdnefſe. O wicked pride, and 
vaine glory, whether doelt thou caſt 
men? If they had while they did 
runne in the way , ſoughe Cheift n 
| E lingle- 


| 
| 
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Gnglenes of heart, ſeeking indeed to bee 
ridde of theirerrors, and to haueall euill 
lufts ſubdued in them, they ſhould not 
haue milled of him. 

Behold the cunning ofthe Divell in 
ſetting them ſoon worke : for now if we 
call vpon men to. be zcalous and Icruent 
in fecking the Lord, they can obiect, 
What 1s become of the vehement ſee- 
king of ſuch and ſuch men? O beloved 
learne ofthe Church heere, to continue 
{till our earnelt ſecking, and Ilearne by 
the fearcfull example ofthoſe men, how 
good itis, to fecke with hunnlicy, and 
with all lowlinefle of mind, not glory. 
Ing in our ſe]us,butin the Lord, Rememe- 
ber th:t admonition of the bletſed Apo- 


ſtle,who fayeth, Wh feare and trembling 


workeout your ſalnation : for it 5 Goa that 


worketh in you both the will and the deeade,of 


his g20d pleaſure, Phil, 2.12. 13+ Let vs be 
afraid ofour owne affeftions which are 
crooked and peruerſe: T.etvs nor leane 
vntoour owne reaſon which is blinde,for 
if wee doe, then ſhall we wilfully, and 


fifly ſtand to m iintaineour owne opirt* 


ons: wee ſhall bereadyto ſhew our wit 
in maintaining «frors. Neyther letvs des 
light 
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light to haue our owne will fulfilled, but 
bee ready to deny it , that wee may fulfill 
the holy will ofthe Lord, 

In 2 word, ler vs feare and ſuſpe& 
whatſoeuer is of our fſelues, and 1ecke 
to be wholy directed and guided by the 
ſpirite of the Lord, This is thetrue, and 
the right ſeeking of Chriſt, and after this 
manner the holy Spoule ſeeketh him,and 
| if we continuethus ſeeking,we ſhal wich 
| her finde him at the laſt. 

Now when ſhe: had found him, what 
doth ſhee then? Shetelleth vs here what 
| ſhedid. For marke herſpeech : 7 (ſayth 


ſhee) layde helde of hum, and left him nat, 
 wntill I badbrought him unto my Mothers 
houſe, mtothe Chamber of ner that concey « 
ned me. Chrilt is a moſt glorious K ing, is 
not this then ouer rudedealing, that ſhe 
{ayth.ſhe layde holde on him ? May the 
| faichfull vſe this boldnetle 2 Surely the ; 
layins hold on Corilt is onely by faith , 
which goeth not with any vnreuerende 
| dealing. andthe Lordis ſo farreofffrom 

| difallowingit, thatic dooth moſt highly ; 
pleaſe him. This is the maruellous kind= { 
netle ofour Lord, which Sathan would 


beare vs in mind by his Minilters,] mean 
& $ che 


Kenn 
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the Papiſts ) to bee nothing ſo. O fay 
chey) it is ouermuch ſawcinellefor ſlinne- 
full men'to come direAtly vnto Chriſt, 
and to lay holdeon him, It becommeth 
themin more humble manner to ſecke 
vnto ſome that be inferiour. Some Saint 
or Angell which may ſpeake for them : 
Yea; but doth theholy church bere ſos no 
no,ſhe ſecketh only after Chriſt,her mind 
is bent onely vpon him, and vpon him 
direRly, the layeth hold with the hand of 
faith, and draweth him vnto her. And he 
doth not condemne it in =- as a rude 
, but itis herprayſe aud glory, fo to 
Fay hold on Chill,” and ler on bee as 
fraide in this purefort to lay hold on him 
for you can no way fo highly pleaſe the 
Lord,asby laying hold on him with a 
true and lively faith. 

When the church had ſought him 
vpoh her bed, but found him not, when 
ſhee had alfo ſought him about in the 
ſtreetes vf the citic, but found him not ; 
now when fheedoth finde him,how cars 
neſtly ſhe layeth hold on him. Surely,the 
Lord doth withdraw himſelfe ſometime 
from the godly, and asit were hide hims 
fe}fe,fo that they do not feelethe —_— 

an 
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and peace in him thatthey would. Then 
doe they ſceke him with care and pricfe, 
then alſo miſling of himythey ſee what ic 
is to want him, and therefore foſoone as 
ever he ſheweth himſelfe, they ſpeedilie 
lay holdeon him,as haviog found their 
onely treaſure and felicity. O how the 
faithfullrun vnto Chriſt, and with what 
carneſt delire they lay hold on him, that 
they may till bee partakers of his ſweete 
and precious comforts. Here alfo wee 
may notethe force & efficacieofthe true 
andliuely faith : how it doth not onely 
lay hold of the I ord,bur alſo keepethand 
retaineth him faſt.and will not lethim go, 
for ſo be her words, This is a very i mars 
vellons thing, that the Almightie ſhould 
be fo beld &retained,euecn as it were with 
a violent force andpower, But ſurely he 
hath by his couenant and promiſe hound 
andtyed himſclfe vnto vs,fo that whoſo. 
euer laieth hold ofthe Lord with the hand 
of faith, it is vopoſlible thathe ſhould des 
part from them. | 

This peraduenture will feeme hard vn 
to ſome, for it may be ſayde, ſheelay- 
eth holde on him, and will not lette 
him goc, but if hee would; coulde 
+ He hee 
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he nothaue brake from her ? Becauſe you 
fay it is vnpoſlible that hee ſhould depart 
from them;that lay hold on him with the 
Hard of Faith, Let men conſider ,that it 
is impoſlible tha: GOD ſhould breake his 
Contenant and promiſe,it is viterly vnpol- 
ſible that God ſhould Iye. Well, he hath 
promiſed,he hath couenanted and ſworn, 
that a!] which belecucin his Sonne, . ſhall 
not be confounded. Wherby it is mani- 
fe(t;that CHRIST cannot depart fromthe 
ſoule which believerh aright in him : wee 
are not to take theſe ſpeeches, as it Chriſt 
would depart from any that truſt in him, 
but onely I do note her ſpeech, when ſhe 
fayeth that ſhe did lay holde on him, and 
would not lethim goe : declaring with 
what force ſh:e did holde, and retaine 
him. 

\Vhat are wee then more to ſecke af- 
ter,then chis ſame mightie Handof Faith ? 
Jt is the Roche , againſt which the Gates of 
Hell cannot prenaile. Maith: 16. Is # the 
ſoiel.'e that quencherh all rhe ficty Dartes of 
the euill one ; Epheſ: 6, 1t & (Saint Tohn 
fayeth)Our wittorie, by which wee overcome 
tho Wor/de. 1 Tohnt5, Then it ſubduerh 
the prince of this, World, it bringeth vn- 
CE der 
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der all the power of the Diucll, And as 
Taakob did wreltle with the Angell, and 
would not let him goe: and therefore he 
called him /ſ/rae/, ſaying: Thox haſt power 
with GOD, thou ſhalt prenaple wth men. 
Genel: 32 

So all that belieue, bee true /ſ-aclites, 
they lay holde vpon Chrilt by Faith, they 
wreſtle and picuajle with God. Great 
then is the praiſe, and the glorie of Fazrh, 
which if men did throughly waigh and 
conlider,they would not be {o coldeand . 
careletle in ſeeking after it, They would 
not bee ſo uzgligent in reading and hea- 
ring of the holy word of G9D, with lits 
tle or no meditation of the ſame, They 
would not be fo fainte and feeble in prai- 
_ er,but in(tantly they would call vpon the 
LORD, toincreaſe their Faith ; whereby 
they mayhus preuaile by laying holde of 
CHK (ST,& retaining him {i} withthem. 

Oh what labour ſhould wee rcfulſe in 
this thing 2 How doe men labour and 
toyle in the world for to get riches which 
are trilitory? Who is able toexpretle their 
induſtry and care,how they do beate their 
brains abour it day&night!Would to God 
thac we had but halte fo much care,& chat 
| L 4 we 
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we would indeedetake but halfe ſo much 
paines to ſeeke after thisrich and incom- 
parable iewell of Faith, this Hard, which 
layeth ſofaſt hold on CHRIST;that it will 
not let himgoe. Indeed the excellencie 
of it is in reſpet of him whomit holdetl:. 

In Chriſt there is all fulncile of good 
things. Whoſcencr is in him,there is ts them 
no condemmation, Rom:8.1r, They be moſt 
happie and blefſed for euermore : then ſec 
what this hand obtaineth. 

' On the other lide , ſuch 28 bee not in 
Chriſt, they bee in cheir ſinnes,they bee 
voyde and deſlituce of all gcod things, 
they bee vnder condermation. When 
Chriſt isJayde cpen,and publiſhed vnto 
them, ſo that in ſome forte they zremede 
to ſee wherein all happines reſteth, where 
the onely remedie againſt all miſerie is, 
yet they areneuer theberter.they have no 
hand to lay holde on Chriſt, nor to re- 
taine him , but they doe (till Ianguiſh in 
their miſcries : For that is proper onely to 
the Church and her children, which is 
heere ſpoken : I layd holdeon him, and 
iefe him nor, vniil 1. hed brrovght him 
vnto my Mothers houſe, into thecham- 
ber of her that conceyued. mee, Apaine, 
| | hers 
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here is an effeuuall laying holde on him 
by che Bryde,_ſo that ſhee retayneth him 
to dwell wither for ever, For,thar is to 
bee gathered by this, wheniſhee bringeth 
him vnto her Mothers houſe,and into the 
chambers of her that conceyued her, 

The Faithfull ſoale is not contented, 
neither. doth it fatisfie her in ſome ſleight 
manner, tolay holde cn CHR1ST for a 
time, but ſhee will leade him home, cuen 
into the inner-chamber of her mince, that 
ſo hee may dwell in her, and ſhee in him, 
Then ſhee liveth, oras the Apoſtle ſpeas 
kerh,Chrift liveth in her. Gal: 2.ver, 20, 

The holy Ghoſt calleth vpon men To e- 

enthe Gaterzand the enerlaſting docrer, That 
is the dores cf their hearts : and 1h+ King of 
gleric ſnall comer, Plalme 24, She doth 
here open the gates and the doores, and 
leadeth him in. . 

What good thing cav bee wanting, 
where the King of glorie entreth for to 
dwell? He isthe Lord of Hoaſts,who is 
1s ſtrong and mightie in Battell. Hedoth 
ſabdue (in.& purreth the princeof darkes 
nes to flight, yea, he chaſeth away all euill 
where hz dwelleth. No maru<ll then that 
ſhe wil notlet him gogbut leadeth him in» 

Oo 
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tothe Chambers of her that conceyued 
her, 

Thisis a great my(tery,and aſccret : 
for alchough men doe profeſle the naine 
of our Lord Teſus Chriit in word, yet for 
the molt partthey know not what this 
meaneth, They know not,] ſay, what ic 
is to bring Chrilt homein:o the Cham- 
ber : Hee 1s1n the Heauens a nearer pre- 
ſence othim they doe neyther feele nor 

. make account of, Chriſt indeede is in 
their mouth, but the ſpirite of pride, of 
enuie, of elfe loury of couetouſnelle, of 
lechery,and ofall vncleannefle, yea even 
the ſpiritand power of the Diuell dooth 
dwell in their heart. Their workes doe 
declare no lelle,for all their filthy ſprechs 
esand wicked deedes do tnanifeltly ſhew 
that they bee the children of that wicked 
one. As you may reade how our Sauior 
doth reaſon againlt the ewes, ſaying. Tee 
aoe the warkes of your Father, and you are 
of yowr Father the Dinell, Join8. And $., 
Tobn fayeth, Bee not deceyuedghee that wor- 
keth righteouſueſſe, is righteons,as heis righs 
teous, hee that committeth ſiune 88 of the at- 
#:4,1.lohn 3.veri.7.8. If you will then 
be the true children of the . Church, laye 

hold 
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hold on Chriſt, and bring him homeinta 
your: hearts, thatthere his life and power 
may appeare. | | 

Bur as it was {ayde, heere it may now 
bee demaunded, what mother hath the 
Church ? Who is *ſhee tnat conceyued 
her? Is chere any Spouſe of Chrilt but 
one? | anſwere, there is but onechurchy 
one my lticall body of Chrilt, and one 
Spouſe : but alwayes that part of the 
church, which is vpon earth, is ca!led the 
daughter of the Church of former times, 


- As weſechow the generations patle awa 


and evermore there ariſe yp new, whi 

for the timeareas a young virgin, and 
daughter to the former. There'1sa conth> 
nuall ſucceſſion, and the Church doth es» 
uexmore bring foorth vnto the Lord, fo 
that evermore the church heere in the 
world may fay, ſheeleadeth Cluift into 
the chambers of herthat conceyued her. 
And here isalfo to be noted, that ſhee 
leadeth him not vntoa [trange habiationy 
butvnto the ſame, where her mother did 
entertzine him. For there is one faith,one 
hope, onedoGtrine, and therefore euery 
church for the time vpon earth entertays® 
n<th Chriſt as her mother before —_— 
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And in very decde, if you will —_ 
your ſelues to be right Chriſtians,looke 
to theſteppes of the ancient Chriltians, 
even ofthe mother churches vnder the 
Prophets and Apoftles, and doeecuen as 
they did, | | 
. _ And now ſcewhat followeth: [charge 
you, O daughters of Ieruſalem by the roer,&: 
by the Hindes of the field, that yee ftirre not 
wp, nor wake myloxe wntill face pleaſe, 1 
noted before, that it is doubtfull whether 
Chriſt or the church didvtter this ſpeech: 
for the word (loxe) is feminine, and fo 
may beetaken of Chriſt, Indeed it ſee- 
meth in this place to bee the ſpeech of 
the Bride: for having with long| ſee- 
king found her welbcloued,and broughr 
him home vnto her mothers houſe, ſhee 
is much afraide, leaſt he ſhould have any 
occalion giuen him te depart, or to withs 
draw himſelfe from her, and therefore 
layeth this (traight charge vps ther daugh- 
ters, euen binding them with an oath,to 
beware leaſt they awake and ſtirre him 
vp before he pleaſe: ForasT noted be- 
fore in the other chapter ,where wee had 
this charge euen word for word, The 


dwghters of /erxſalem are to take heed 
leaſt 
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leaſt by their rude and vnreuerent beha- 
uiour, they doe cauſe the Lord for to 
depart, ſecing that when hee doth, as ic 
were, hide himſclfe frem his church , 
fo that hee ſuffereth great affliction, iris 

for the cuill bchauiour of manie, 
which profcfle his name. The 
Lord glue vs his abouns 
dant grace, and make 
vs carcfull to re- 
taine him, 
Amen. . 


Sermons vpon the 


The f1xt Sermon. | 
CHAP. -HE 


6 Whois ſhee that commeth op ont of the 
welderne([e lrke pillars of ſmoake, perfumed 
with Ayrihe and Incence, and with all the 
ces of the Marchant. 

7 Becheld his bed which is Salemonsgthree 
ſeore ftrong men are r1und about it of the va- 
Gant men of Iſrael; 
8 They all handle the ſword, aud are ex- 
ins warre, enery man hath hs (word 
vpon his thigh for the feare by mght. 

oy King Salomon maaec hiriſelfe a Pallace 
of the trees of Lebanen. | | 

10 Hee made the pillars theredf of ſtluer, | 
and the panement ther eof of gold, the bang- 
anger thereof of purple, whoſe madeſt was pa* 
wed with the loic of the aaugiters of Ter: 
falemw, | 


11 Come 


' Soup of Salomon. 


11 Com? foorth, yee danghtersof Ziom , 
and behold the King Salomon with the crown 
wherewith his mother crowned him m the day 


| of his marriage, aud in the day f the Ladner 


of heart. 


RESTS He church froghe Chrift 
I " and neuer gaue ouer ſce- 


TOR; kihg vnrill ſhe had found 
| Þ we him, and brought him 
<L home vato her mothers 
” houſe, into the chambers 
of her 7s conceyued her. Chriſt ins 
deed ſhewerh himſelfe preſent vnto his 
deare Spouſe here below, but not that ſhe 
is to make account that his ſpeciall abode 
with her, is here on earth, butrhat ſhee 
muſt aſcend vp vnto his houſe,cuen vnto 
the chambers ofthe heauenly pallace, for 
rothat end and purpoſe doth hee come 
downevnto her. Herethereforeis ſhews- 
ed the effect of this her finding and lays 
ing hold of him, namely, that hee hath 
perfumed her with his ſweet graces, and 
made her fit and mecte to aſcend vp with 
him voto his royall pallace which is here 
deſcribed, 
Come then vnto the-words, Who #s 
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fare that aſcendeth vp out of the wilderneſſe 
&c. The Bridegroome, (as ir ſcemeth) 
doth vcerthis ſpeech, not being igno- 
rant, orhauing the leaſt doubt who ſhee 
is, but in way ofadmiration or wonder- 
ment, todrawvs tothedue conſideration 
of the grearnelle, and excellency of che 
Was: 5-5 
Ic is no ſmall worke that the Bridee-_ 
uen the whole company of the faichfull 
doein heart and mind aſcend vp into the 
heauens, Otraffeftions, andall the pow® 
ers of our- mind are wholy of themſclues 
bent downewards to this world, cucn to 
theearth and earthly chings. Ic is Chriſt 
then that maketh her ts aſcend vp out of 
the wildernelle : Ir is the mighty power 
and operation of hisgrace, For marke 
how when ſhee had fo earneſtly ſought 
afcerhim, when at che laſt ſhee had found 
him, when ſhehad layde holde on him, 
and would noclet him goe vacill ſhe had 
broughthim varo her mothershouſe,and 
euen into the chrmbe:ts,how it followeth 
by and by :- Why 1s this that aſcendeth 
rp out ofthe wildernetſe? This is that I 
fiyde, Chriſt commeth downe vato his 
Spouſe here on carth, that hee may cauſe 
her 
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herto mountvpinto the Heavens, which 
wee ſcedath follow: ſuch is thepower &' 
effectuall workingofhis grace. Bu: what 
is the wilderneſſcout of which ſhe afcen- 
deth? Itisthe world, cuen the corrupt &' 
miſerableeſtare tharwe are all in by nas 
ture, Ina wilderneſle there isno tiling, 
no ſowing, no planting, no erefling, no' 
good fruit, but all lyeth wafte;barren and 
deſolate. - Euen ſo it is with all mankind, 
by nature thereis nothing bur barrennes,* 
God planteth, ' tilleth and drefſeth his 
church, ſheis,as Saint Pan! fayethi, : Cor, 
3. Gods husbandrie, ſhee is made fruſte! 
full co the Lord : but the whole Worlde 
beſi de, out of which ſhe aſcendeth, doth 
remaineasa moſtdefolateand barren wils 
dernefſe+ There groweth not in' it any 
one'{weet thing at all, but all noyſome 
ſtinking and abominable weedes; All 
the g oy which are here repreſcrited vns 
der 0 perſon of the 'Speule, doe aſcend 
our ofthis barren gulfe. | 

And the worke-'is wonder! ad. 
maruellous, but eſpecially if you'matke 
how ſheeaſcendeth vp," It is ſayde} cucn 
hike pillars of ſmoke. What rqeancth this? 
That muſt you gather by the words" thor 
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follow which are theſe. Perfumed wh 
myrrhe and incence, and with all the {pices of 
the eMarchants, or as it may rightly bee 
tranſlated, more excellent then all the duſt 
ofche Marchant, | 
| The godly doe not while they live 
here aſcend vp in body into the heauens: 
but their faich, their hopeztheir loue, their 
prayers and thankſgiuing,with ſuch like , 
doclike pillzrs of ſmoke of ſweet incenſe 
aſcend vp before the Lord: and all theſe 
pillars of ſmoke of {weet odors ariſe from 
hencexthat Chrift hath perfumed her with 
the heauenly graces of his Spirit, which he 
calleth myrche and incenſe, which. . hee 
faycth doth excell all the duſt, that is to 
fay,all the ſweet ſpices ofthe Marchant ; 
Sheeis then perfumed with the graces of 
Chriſt,and ſo made ſweetand fitte to af 
cend vp to Godin the heavens. Shee al- 
cendcth vp out ofa wilderneſle, where no 
gaod.nor ſweet thing groweth, and yet 
ſhee aboundeth with all ſweet perfumes, 
which.aſcend vp cuenlikevnto pillars of K 
- Is natthisa wonderfull thing? From 
:whenceha thſhee theſe ſweet fruitesin the 
wilderneſle?.Euen as I talde you before , 
| TP | Shee 
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Shee ſoughthimn wham her ſoule loutth, 
yea;ſhee nauet gave ouer ſeeking; yntill 
ſhee found him, ſheedayde holdeon him, 
and would net tt him depart 2 and hceere 
is the fruirofherlabouur;he perfumeth her 
with all ſweetiand' precious things,. and 
maketh her fit for to-aſcend vp into the 
Heauens. © beloved, ſhal bnot this en - 
flame our mindsto ſfeeke afrer Chrit,and 
never ta giue over for apy trauell, incon+ 
uentence. at danger, yreoll we findhim ? 
Yea to lay faſt hold onhim,and to retaine 
him, that hee-may.this perfume vs with 
his ſpicite andpractovs gifts,and-ſo make 
vs fitte to dwell. withihim in .the Hea« 
yens? {n our ſelues;and of our own na- 
ture wee flinkd;-waanre loathfſame and a- 
bominable,fit for:the ſinking pit of hel, 
and not meetfar'to aſcend vp» into the 
heauenly pallices: : If we finde him, and 
ds'the holy Spouſe ſayth, lay hold on him 
and retayne him, he will indeedperfume 
vs,and makevs full -of all ſweet thinges, 
throuph-whictiiwee ſhall bee acceprable 
ente God. Theyare worthy to lye and 
x0t in their filthinefle, and ſo'with dete— 
Ration to be.icaſt cut ofche preſence of 
ebe'Lord,who wilt not ſcekevp'ſo _—_—_ 
| M 2 an 
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and gracious a'Sauſour,What'is the caufe 
that men genetally-are'foraddited » vnto 
this World; ſo thatthey doe not aſcend 
vp out of it? And whatis the reaſon that 
they bee not perfumed with fweet things, 
bur doe caft forth continually the ſtinke 
of yncleane and -abominable vices:Sure- 
Iy euea this, they doe notwith the holy 
Bride ariſe out of their beds to-ſeck Chrilt 
and neuer ceaſe vntill | they have found 
him. No, no, there is {mall and cold ſee- 
king after him, I would to God it mighe 
enter into:our minds,and bee throughly 
fixed in vs,what atreaſure ſhall wee ob- 
taine when we finde him, Some will re- 
ply, that they ſeeke him, but they cannot 
finde thoſe things which the Spouſchere 
found, It may be(fay they)Ehrift wil nor 
bee found of all that ſeeke him. They 
could bee contentfor toſecke him more: 
crneltly,if chey were {ure that chey ſhould 
finde him, et þ 
Surely, this is the tempter,this. is our 
owne negligence and vnbcliefe, and it-is 


very good-for vs to beware of it. Wee ſee 


what wonderfull goodly things they. at« 
taine vnto which hnde ' Chrift;-: laying 
holde on him,and not leaning him, —_ 
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ſee alſo by the ſpecthes ofthe Spoulegthat. 
he is not ealily found. If wee ieceke alit-. 
tle, and in-cold: manner; -<uen -avit were 
vpon our bed, becauſe we finde.himnot;: 
wee are ready toimagine, and the Diyell. 
doth alſo ſuggelithat'itis but: laſt labour 
for to ſecke him. , But doubtlefleall thoſe 
that ſccke him in vprighenetle $f heact,& 
chat ſeeke him '0fligently and: carefully , 
not 21vingoucr,; ſhall: inde him. Is it 
not his-pronule? Soece and yorr foall find, 
athe aud jou ſhall:receyne, khuocke and it ſhall 
bee opened wnto you © , For whoſaener aiketh: 
receyueth, ana he that ſrekerh fiugeth's avd to 
him that knocketh,it ſhall be. vpened (Math. 
747.8. Ifrhereforewehaue fouthr, and 
yet findenot that:weare:pertiamed with 
myrche andincenſe, {weeterthenall the 
ſpices of the Marchanc,:and.that wee doe 
aſcend vp out of this barren wilderncile, - 
let vs know'that>we have. not-ſought {0 
feruently as wee ought to ſcekes:- Letvs 
then be more:diligent, ., + 7 {7 

It followeth, . Beho/d-his hedde which 
is Salomons. threeſcore ſireng. men. are 
round about {it of the valtantrmen af 1 
rael, They all handle the Smonde,.. and 
are expert in warre: curry wan hath 
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hu ſmord upon bis xhutb: fat -rbe feare by. 
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- Jt was fayde inthefornmerverſe, that 
ſhee aſcehded vp our ofthe wildernetle : 
And whetner doth ſheeatoendgbur vnto 
che habication of :the';gregr-'King her 
Spouſe, to'lodgeandito dwell with: him 
far euer?* Here-is therefore vnder a ſha— 
dow a deſcription of that '\heauenly lod- 


ging. The ſhadow is takeu'from the bride: 
bed,and from the Bride-bedof King Sas 
lomon.: 'For Chriltis the true. Sa/emon, cs. 
uenthe King of peace, of whom: Sale-, 


»0» that weote this Song wasa figure, It 


was, sndis*the manner, that Kings have 


euety nighta watch abour their lodging, 


by part oftheir-guard;thatrhere beno tre-: 


ſoni wroupht;burthat the King'may fleepe 


cyichourfeasre. Ir ſeernech by this place: 


that KinÞ' 94/0» had euery night three- 


ſcore valiant men of hiyguard;expert . in 


battell,and-with their fwordes girded to 
rheir thigh, chat did keepe the watch, that 
fo hee might ſleepe 'in. ſafery, And be+ 
cauſe itfallech ourſomtimes, that treache- 
rics'be committed by ſomethatare put 


in truſtrowatch and co guard: hiecre. is: 
mention 'made;that theſe are ofthe valiant 


men 


— 
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men of Iſrael, they bee truc hearted and 
truſty, Needfull it is that they ſhould bee 

no weak ones,nor no cowardly perſons: 
and more needfull it is alſo, that they 
fhould bein a readineile, and have theyr 
weapons prepared, and molt needfull of 
all, that they bee ſuch as will not bee 
corrupted any way, but haue faithfull 
hearts. If they were mighty and yaliant 
men, and right well appointed, arid not 
of the yaliant men of 1/-aet, that is to ſay, 
| ſound & truc harted;the danger were the 
| greater. But'Salomons bed is fafcly puar« 
' ded with theſe valiant men of //-ae/,wher 
byis figured, how ſafely from all danger 
and fearc, the Church fhall reſt: with 
Chriſt in the heavens, Heere bee many 
encrinies which ſeek to deſtroy the church 
Satan the Prince of darkenefle with all 
his Angels, and with all che infernal pow- 
ers waytcth day and night to worke all 
the miſchicfe that he can. Hee raiſeth vp 
crucll and bloudy tyrants which breath 
out threatnings and teirorgasif they wold 
vtterly' ſeparate her from Chrift, But | 
when the faithful have found Chriſt,;and 
hee hath fo repleniſhed them wich the 
gifrs and graces of his Spirite, that they 
M 4 mount 
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mount vp into the heavens by a true and 
lively faith, with feruent zeale and vehes 
ment affeftion, then hqwſocuer they bee 
troubled, moleſted,afflited,and diſquie- 
red here in the warld, yet theyrelt ſafe, 
and in peace with him aboue. T hat place 
is ſafely guarded, thither can no enemy 
approach to worke any miſchiefe, or to 
put the Spouſe in any feare, Hezeuenthat 
heaueply. Salomon, 1s guarded with his 
mighty. Angels, which are miniſtring ſpis. 
rits,ſent forth tominilfer for their ſakes, 
which ſhall inherite faluation, Heb. 1, 
Theſe be true Iſraclites indeed, holy, and 
faichfull: no vnfaichfulneſſe- can come 
neere vato them. | Shs. 
\ * Letvs therefore touching this pointe 
remember theſe, wordg of our Sauiour 
vnto his Apoſtles, when he was euecn rea- 
dy to departfrom them out of this world 
ſaying, Theſe thinges ; haue I ſpoken wnto 
you, that inme you might hane peace, inthe 
world you ſhall hane affliiion : but bee FX 
good comfortyfor I haue ouercome theworld , 
Iohn 16. verſe 33.. Then howſocuer 
the caſe doth ſtand with the godly heere 
in the world, they relt in ſafety and peace 
with Chriſt. But this is not all which the 
Bride 
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Bride ſhall obtaine, by her aſcenGing vp : 
out of the wildernelle, vnto the pallace of 
| her Welbelouedsfor it falleth our that one 
may dwell ſafe from danger,and bee well 
guarded in a place ofimall cafe and plea- 
ſure: marke therefore what a deſcription 
now fgilowerth of the heauenly Bride- 
chamber, how rich,how gooadly and pre. 
cious it is ro awellin, For here itis figu- 
red by King Sa/smens Bride-chamber. K, \ 
Salomon mage him{clfe ({ayeth'our Eng- 
liſh tranſlation): place ofthe trees of Le- 
baton. Some; take it to bee a Coach, in 
which hee wascarried with his 'Queene : 
The word is apirion, Which isnot found 
elſe where inall che holy Scriptures, lt. 
is. deriuedof Parah, which fingoificth to. 
flouriſh, and bring foerth fruir. So that 
molt hiely it may bee heere tzken for a: 
royall and ſumprueus Bride chamber, 
which King :Se{ormon builc in. his owne 
Ballace:' i. mo 

- The bridechamber(which was for the 
daughter of Pharaoh King of Zgypr,whom 
Salomen married , and for whom hee 
buile an houſe, .as the holy. Scripture 
doth witnes,1.Kin.19.v.24 ) Touching 
the timber, it was of the trees of Lebanon, 

that 
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that is of goodly Cedars. for Lebanon in 
, the Scriptures is renowned - for Cedars : 
| That kinde of Wood is very durable. 
| Then itis faide, that rhe pillars were of fil- 
wer, and the Pauement of Golde, andthe 
Hangings of perple. Heres a goodly rich 
thing,and pleaſant tov lodge in, And then 
It is added further, whoſe middeſt was pa- 
wed with the lone of the daughters of Teruſa= 
lem, This is more darke to be ynderftood 
then thereſt, The midddelt is to be taken 
for the inwarde partes of this Chamber, 
which is paued with loue, (that is,zxas wee 
may vnderſtand it) wrought with louely, 
or moſt excellent works,by: the daughters 
of Teruſalem. For ſol takeit, this latter * 
clauſe iz molt ficly to be tranſlated: rather 
then to ſay of the daughters of Ieruſalem. 
For hee ſpcaketh of the excellent needle 
workes,of the ſtuffe and furniture,which 
theskilfulleſtineedle-women in Ierufalem 
had wrought. Heere then «are all: things 
rich and ſumptuous : yea,theſe things are 
rare and excellent, euenamong the grea- 
teſt Princes of the world. For the olorie 
of King Salomon did excell,hee being a fi- 
gure of the heavenly King of glorie, our 
Lorde ſeſus Chriſt : bur they are ſcarſe 
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worthy to be. named,or cfieemed to be a 
ſhadow of that Heauenly-palace,which is 
| here: reſembled by them. For what are 
Buyldings of Cedar? What is filuer , or 
golde,or purple? yea, what areall the fi- 
neſt Needle-workes vato that Heauenly 
habitation of Chriſt,in which his Church 
ſhall dwell wich him for cuer > Wee ce 
alſo how the new Icruſalem, thecitticof 
God; is ſhewed vnto S. lohn in a viſion : 
Renel,21, and there deſcribed to be moſt 
rich and precious, as becingof moſtpure 
gold,ſhining throughlike Criftall,and of 
pearle, Then befides he fafctie ,; that the = 
- gadly ſhall reſt in with Chriſt, where no 
aduerſe powerſhall approachany way to 
hurt orannoy them, their dwelling ſhall 
be alſo moſt deleQable and glorious, 
\. Frue it is*, that Sa/omns Queene did 
dwell in a Palace very goodly and ſump- 
taous,and ſuch as the very kings and Prin-' 
ces of the Earth might euer wonderat : fo 
great wasthe glory and royaltiewhich his 
God gauec him, But yet the ſame Palace 
that ſhee dweltin, and all her glory, was 
nothing to the Paliace which Chriſt hath. 
prepared for his beloued, Spouſe, the 
church, Then is there ſufficient cauſe to 

 moue 
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moue all the children of God to aſcend 
vp out of this wildernes, - vnto this Hea« 
uenly palace, And aboue all thingslct vs 
rmark thiswell,;into what manner of place, 
and vnto what manner of perſon we muſt 
aſcend vpvnto : for that will put vs 1n 
minde,what manner of perſons we ought 
to bee: vncleaneperſons arenot meete to. 
enter,and dwell in ſuch a palace: As it is 
written,There ſhall enter mto it no uncleane 
thing, neyther whatſoener worketh abhomina- 
tion or lyes; Reuecl: 21. 27. 

And. iudge in your ſclues ; arethevn« 
holic, that ſtinke in their wickedanes,in a»: 
ny ſorteto be ioyned vnto the Lord Tefus: 
Chriſt? Neo verily brechren,all chat ſhall 
dwell with bim,mult be ſweet and cleane. 
And therefore marke how the Spouſe is 
faide ro aſtende wp out of the Wildernes, per- 
fumed with Myrrhe and Incenſe , ſmeeter 
then allthe ſpices of the Merchant. Shee is 
decked and made ſweetezto goe dwell in. 
ſuch a place,and with-ſuch a perſon. 

Oh Lorde,how little is this regarded 2? 
Tt docth pleaſe men wellto heare that the 
heauenly Habiration is prepared, and that 
the godlie ſhall there 'dwell with Chriſt 
their Kiap in cuerlaſting gloric, 

| And 
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And ſotne other ſpeeches they caſte 
foorth, expreſiinga defire to-coine to the 
fame': butwhere are they almoſt, which 
ſceke to bee perfumed, and made ſweete, 

and ficte to goe vpthither? ': - | 

Dos not manie , which profelle chat 
they hope to goe thither, and to. dwell 
with the Lord of glorie : yet ſtill centi- 
nue. in their vncleannefle , and doe not 
ſeeke to purge themſclues, and tobe per- 
fumed with the ſweete graces of the Ho. 

lie-Gholt, 20 | 
_  Thelefay that they lookefor the life to 
come : ButlI pray you,canit. bee ſfayde 
of them, that chey aſcende vp; perfymed, 
with Myrrhe and Incenſe ? | There axe 
none that aſcend vp to Heaven, butthey 
that are {weete, Such filthie ſlouensare 
ficte to dwell in the ſtinking _—__ of 
Hell, and thither they ſhalbe chruſt, vnſcs 
that they repent, and alter their manners, 
Now ler vs cometo the laft verſe of this 
chapter : which is in theſe wordes 1. Come 
forthye daughter of Zion, and behold the king 
Salomon? withthe Crowne, wherewith bxs 
 EMHother crowned himyin'the day of his Mas 
ryage's and intheday of the gladnefſt of bu 
beart, Fitft,it.is: not calle to preve oe @ 
ew 
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ſhew for certainety, who . vttereth this 
ſpeech, Weeſce itis *direfted vnto the 
keers of Zion: the ſumme ofitis to 
incite them to come forth, and to beheld 
the glory of King Se/omen: and by king 
Salowonis meant the Lord: Teſus : hee is 
the true Salomon, hee is the King of peace, 
Itisthen his crowneandglory, which 
theſe daughters of Zion arc willed to com 
forth and behold. "= 
It is not like then that Chriſt vetereth 
this, but rather we may take it to bee the 
ſpeech 'of the Church vnto all her daugh- 
ters, |Here may ariſe another doubt: Ts 
Chriſthis King Salomon, thatis crowned 
with honourandglory in the day of his 
marriage? Is he crowned by his mother 2 
Whois this hiz mother ? And how doth 
ſhee ſet this crowne vpon hishead ? 'And 
when was he married ? True it is, that 
che holy Scriptures doe fer foorth: that 
Chriſt, is'as yet but betrothed, and. that 
as wee have ſhewed before, the day of his 
marriage ſhall beat the laſt day, euen: at 
theend ofthis world. | How th@n arcthey 
willed'to bchold that\glory before it 
come? Fanſwere that 'the wards maybe 
tranſlated more rightly thus, Iu che day of 
| bis 
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hss betrothing - butif wewill cake ic as ic 
is tranſlated, - 1» the day of his marriage,ye 
mr(t know, that faith becholdech thinges 
inviſible, and things co come. 

And couching this queſtion,who is that 
his mother that doth crowne him. Or 
ler it be that the mother of King Salomen 
didin the day that he was betrothed, or 
when the marriage day was, fet a crowne 
vpon his head - yetthis we know, that it 
is God which crowneth [ſms with honour and 
glory,as we reade Palme 8.and Heb. 2.9. 
[tis moſt true that God hath aduancedles 
ſus Chriſt,and ſet the crowne of glory vp- 
on him: that is out of controuerlie : and 
yet withal his mother doth alſo after a fore 
ſet the crowne of glory vpon his head, 
Seeing the Church s the fulneſſe of him that 
filleth all in all, Epheſ. 1.ver.23. 

The Church doth honour and glori- 
fe Chriſt, and the Church ſometimes is 
ſet forth to be the mother of Chriſt, Reu. 
12. Butto letpaſle theſe things, let vs 
con(ider, thatwhich is che chief and prin- 
Cipall matter in this ſentence, how weare 
called vpon to comeforth,and to beholde 
this glory of Chrilt. For all the faithfull 
ſoules bee the daughters of. Zion. Kc 
ooke 
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Iqoke how the daughters of I-ru/alem fit- 
ting orremaining in their houſes,in their 
chambers and cloſets, could not beholde 
the glory of King Salomon, ard therefore 
they be willed ro com forth of their dores 
cuen ſo,if we will behold the oreat King 
in his moſt excellent glory, we muſt com 
out ofour ſelues, otherwiſe weecannot 
feehis glory, | 

We. are in our ſelues ſhut vp in a dark 
dungeon, wee are called ypon to come 
forth into theclearelight of faith, and'to 
remoue away thoſe thick wals of the fleſh, 
which are betweene our ſight & Chriſt. 

Moſt trae it is, that whoſocuer doe not 
come forth of themſelues, but will ſeeke 
Chriſt in their owne reaſon and carnall 
imaginations, they cannot behold his 
glory. This is a matter of great impors= 
tance.and by no meanes to be negleted: 
for if you have a defire to be drawne out 
ofthis vaine world, in our affetions and 
deſires, then are wee to goe forth,znd to 
behold the glory of Chriſt: for what can 
move or draw vs more then this, whe we 
behold the greatnes of his glory, & con - 
ſider withall, that hee is crowned there- 
with, cuen to this end, that wee may be 
Par#e1 
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partakers with him in the ſame. | 
You ſee then, that it is vnto ſpeciall 
purpoſe that wee are called vpon forts 
come forth, and with the eyes of faith to 
bchold in dayly meditation the glory of 
| Chriſt Ieſus, in which his Church ſhall 
raigne with him. If wee doe this,we 
ſhall calily defpiſeall the glory && 
pleaſures of this world, as 
' drofle. O Lorde 
workeitin vs, 
AmMm(ne 
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The (ontach Sermon. 


CHAP. IIII. 


1 Behold thon art fayre my lone, behold 
thou art fayre, thine eyesare as the Dones: 
among thy lockes, thy hayre ts like the flacke of 
goates, which looke downe from the moune 
zaines of Gilzad. 

2 Thy teeth are like a flecke of ſheepe tn 
g00a order, which goe vp from the waſhing, 
which enery one bring out two twinnes, and 
none is barren among them. 

3 Thylippes are like a thread of charlet, 
and thy talke 3s comely, thy Temples are with- 
in thy lacks,as a peece of a Pomegranate. 

4 Thyneckeis as the Tower of Dagid, built 


for defence, a thouſand ſhield$ hang therein, 


enen all the targets of the mighty men, 
5 Thy tmo breſfts are as two young Roos 
that are twinnersfeeding among the Lillies. 
6 Yniull 
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6 Vtill the day breaks, and the ſhadows 


flye away, I will goe to the monut aines of 
HMyrrhe, and to the mountaine of Incenſe. 

7 Thon art all fayre my loney, and there 
is no ſpot in thee, | 

$ Come with me from Lebanon my ſpouſe, 
enen with me from Lebanon, looke from the 
toppe of Amanah, from the toppe of S$henir &- 
Hermon, from the dens of the Lions,aud from 
the muunt aines of Leopards. 


SSxS=p His Chapter, cuen all | 
h the whole except two 


& verſes, the 15. and 
&q 16 is the ſpeechof che 
9} © C2 Bridegroome, conli- 
Fo) $7 (£29) ſting in prayſes and 
=<& commendations of the 
 Bridezin declaration of 
his loue towardes her, and in promiſes 
made vnto her. Theſe three things bee 
exceeding comfortable,and may indeede 
if wee bee not too too dull;cuen glad our 
hearts, Forcon(ider thathe is the King of 
glory, and whois able to ſet foorth the 
excellency of his beauty ? Shal ir not then 
ſceme a great thingvntovs, thar hebeing 


in the very toppe and height of allglory , 
.N 2 


doth. 


and thedoubling © 
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doth ſo admire the beauty ef the church 
andis ſo greatlyydelignted with it, and 
promiſcth to take her into his preſence 2 
This will appeare more in the particulars 
thus he beginneth to prayſe ber beauty : 
Behold thou art fayre my Lowe, behold thou 
art fayre. This is a'generall commenda- 
tion,and that which followeth,isa prayſe 
by ſcueral and particular parts. How great 
and exccllent the beauty is of the whole 
Church, and fo ofcuery faithfull ſoulc, 
doth appeare by this, that hee doth as it 
were wonder thereat, and repeateth and 
doubleth his ſpecchy . Behs/4thou art fayre 
my loxe, beholg then art fayre, For when 
che Scripture ſayth behold, it noteth for 
the moſt part athing to be wondred at, 
fihe ſpeech doth aug- 
ment the matter. But here lycth the chicte 
thing to beconlidered, that ſuch a one 
as our Lord Icſus dooth wonder at her 
beauty. Such as be brought vp in a poore 
baſe & beggerly condition,ifthey chance 
to ſee onein goodly rich attire,doe won- 
der thereat. But let the ſame - perſon fo 
richly decked, come intothe preſence of 
a glorious Emperour, and hee doth not 
wender, vnleſſeindecd the decking bee 
EXCECH 
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exceedin g orcat, The poor and of meane 


eltare may wonder at a little, buthee can- 
not. -Euen ſo may you confider it in eur 
Lord Teſus Chrit, for he dwelleth in glo- 
ry anp beauty vnſpeakable, and yet as 
it were, wondreth at the beauty of his 
Spouſe, which isa ful declaration;that her 

beauty excelleth. | 
What ſhould more enflame our hearts 
vntovertueand true godlinetle,then this, 
that it maketh men ſo fayre and precieus 
in theeyes of the Larde But whence hath 
the ſpoule this beauty?I need not ſtand ro 
ſhew againe, that he of one that wasfoule 
{tinking and deformed, hath made her 
cleane,ſweerand beantifull ; forall her 
beauty is from him. It will further be obs 
ieted, rhat thisis ſpoken of the Church 
milicant vpon earth, in which .euen| the 
perfeRteſt haue greatelt deformities, how 
then can hee lay, Behold thon art fayre my 
Low behald thou artfayre? 'Taunſwer that 
the Lord beholdeth hisſpouſe, notin her 
ſelfe, but in himſelfe,'that isvvaſhed, '1u- 
ſtifged, ſanified, decked and cloathed 
vvith his graces. Thus much . touching 
the generall commendation > Novy 
to that vyhich is by the particular 
N 3 parts 
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parts,ficft, wearero remember that all the 
true belieuers are knit together by one ſpi- 
rite,and doe make one mylticall bodie in 
Chriſt leſus: r, Cor, 12,wer/e,13. 

So then asthere bein the naturall body 
of a man,diuerſe members, which accor- 
ding to their ſcuerall giftes, haue diverſe 
funRions and operations : the holy Ghoſt 
aſcribethrhe like to the mylticall bodie,as 
S. Paul (etteth forth at large, 1.Cor.1 2, 

Then further wee are to obſcrue, that 
thoſe are of right ſingular beautie, which 


are beautifull and comely inali parts. If 


one parte be comely, and another defor- 
med , then there isnoperfc Beautie, 
But the Church iuſtifed and ſantified in 
Chriſt, - is glorious in all parts, 

Our Sauiour here doth begin withthe 
Eycs,ſfayivg : thine eyes are as the Dones: as 
much astday,thine eyesare like tothe eics 
of the doues ; ofall partes in the humaine 
body,iftheFace be not comely,beautiful, 
and well-fauoured, there islittle, or no 
reckoning made.” Andof all partes in the 
face, the Eyes are a principall Ornament 
if they bee beautifull, and a chiefe defor- 
mitie-to the whole, if they be nor. 

Now the Eyes of the Church arc heere 

| com- 


\ 


CR 


Wm —- _ 


— —_— c——_ on 


Song of Salomon, 133 
mended, by comparing them to the eyes. 
of Doucs, which are hole. ſimple, =y 
yery beautifull co looke ypon. What ſhall- 
wee taketheſe Eyes to bee ? | 

It ſhould ſeeme by S.Pawle, 1:Cor. 12. * 
that the Paſtors and Teachers are the cycs 
in the Church: For,they are to giue light 
vnto the whole bodice, through the Hea- 


 venly and pure doftrine, and fo I take it 


heere :; Bur I take: it rather in this place, 
that the Eyes arc true and lively Faith, in 
all che godly : for by Faith wee looke vp 
vnto the Lorde, and bcholde things inuis 
{ible. Doubtles this Eye ef Faith is imple, 
It is chaſte, itis very beautifull and prect- 
ousin Gods fight. Without Faith it 15 wn- 
poſſible to pleaſe God, as it is written, Hebry 
IIs verſe 6. F 
Letvsſtudic and labour thenyby all poſ- 
ſible meancsto get this precious 1ewell,&: 
euen to be rich in it, Would you not be 
glad recaſt vp ſuch an Eye vntothe Lord, 
as hee may be pleaſed and delighted with- 
all, as with an Eye that is ſimple, chaſte, 
and beautifull. | 
Thenef clauſc is in theſe words, A- 
289ng thy lockes, which is expounded digerl+ 


'» ly. For ſame doetake it to lignifie that the 
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locks of hayre hang dawnezſo as the Eyes 
do appeare from within them. And other 
arc of this minde,that hee ſaich,befide thy 
lockes,or as it were thy lockes remoued. 
Howdſocuer it j3,this is molt certaine, that 
according to the maner of the attire which 


| the chaſte virgins did vie about their hayre 


for modeſtic and'comelynes, the Bryde is 
here commended, Then hee addeth, thy 


bayre t like 4 flacke of Goates , which looke 


downe from the mount Gylead, 
TItis taken, that by the hayrearc meant 
the multicude of the Faithfull, eſpecially 


when they be afſembled to heare the word, * 


and other holy exerciſes of religion. And 

it is fitly reſembled by a flocke of Goates, 

feeding vpon mount Gilead, That moun- 
taine was fruicful with who!lſome paſture, 

and 2 goodly fight it was to: beholde a 

flocke of goates ſpreadall abroad,and fees 

ding therevpon, \Where the Lordes peos 

pleare aflembled and are fed with the hea- 
uenly foode,it is in his eyes a goodly, and 

and acomecly thing : Alſo happic are they 

who with the choſen doe allemble vppon 

his holie Mountaine, and YFhere ta(te of 
the ſpiritual] Foode, to the ſatisfying of 
their ſoules, 

In 
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In the next plpce, hee commendcth the 
Tecth,ſayings Thy Teeth are like a flocks of 
ſoeepe in good order, or rather, which are c- 
quall, which goe wp /romithe waſhingywhich 
exery onebring ont twinues,and uone is barren 
among then. 

As touching the Tecth in the naturall 
body,the comelynes and beaurie of them 
Is 1n theſe three things : fir{t, that they bee 
euen,or of equall length and bignes : ſe- 
condly, that chey bee white and cleane 2 
thirdly,that each rowe anſwerefitly tothe 
other,and none be wanting, 

To {et forth theſethings;they be likened 
to a flock of ſheepe,which be of equall ſta- 
ture, or of an cen bign&, that is for. the 
firſt, Then that they come vp from the wa- 
ſhing: ſo that being euen newly waſhed, 
they be white & cleanethat is the ſecone, 
In che laſt placeas twinnes,are anſwerable 
one to the other;{oin the tworowes enery 
tooth meeteth fit with another,& fo there 
is no gappe, there is none wanting. 

Now itmay be demaunded, What are 
the Tecth of che holie Church 2 To an- 
{were this, wee mult conſider, that the 
Lorde giucth a Spirituall Foode vnto 
_ his Church, which cuery Faithfull ſoule 
fee- 
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feedethvpon. This foodeis the Lord Ie* 
jus himſcife? Hee ss the bread of bfe that 
came aowne from heaueu, Tohn 6. And 
becaulc hee is feddevpon through faith , 
Anafaith commeth by hearing of the Worde 
Rom.,10. The holy word of God is cal- 
led alfothe food of our ſoules, for Saint 
Peter calleth it the ſincere milke which hee 
willeth vs toconct as new borne babes, that 


wee may grow thereby, 1.Pet.2,ver.l, And 
Saint Paul celleth the Corinthians, That 


they were carnall, enen babes in Chriſt, and . 


that ke gaue them milke to drinke, and not 
ſtrong meate, 1.Cor,3. Where wee may 
{ee that the word of God, for the diuerſe 
manner of the Fliuvering of it, ismilke, 
and it is ſtrong meate. - | 
Hereupon the Teachersare called Pa- 
ſtors, thatis to ſay, feeders of the flocks. 
Now by the tecth ofthe Caurch we may 
very well vnderltand theſe graces which 
arc giuen vatocuery faithfuli ſoule, by 
which the ſoule hath pewer to feed vpon 
the Word,and ypon Chriit. Or by the 
' teeth may well be ynderftood the god— 
ly and faickfull Paſtors, who as Saint Paw! 
ſpeaketh, de cut and. dinide the word of 
eruth aright vatothe peoples 
| l 
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It followeth, 7 hy lips are like a threed of 
sharlet, Hereare two ng commended 
in the lips;as that they be {mall, which is 
reſembled by athred, and that they bee 
of red colour, and therefore he mentie— 
neth skarlet, And if a virgin be neuer ſo 
beautifull, ifher ſpeech bee rude and vn- 
pleaſant, itdiſzraceth all: therefore hee 
addeth, thy ſpeech is comely. The ſpeech 
of man declareth what is inthe heart: for 
our Sauiour fayth, Ot of the abundance of 
the heart the wanuth ſpeaketh. And a good 
man out ofthe good treaſure of his heart 


| bringeth forth good things, and an cuill 
man out of the cuill treaſure ofhis heart, 


bringethforth euil chings. By nature there 
is nothing in mans heart but that which 
is corrupt and abominable, and ſoin all 
men, asthe Apoſtle ſayeth, The poyſon of 

Aſpes is wnder their lips,Rom.3., But b 
the operation of the holy Spirit, the harts 
of the faichfull arerepleniſhed with faith, 
with loue, with zeale, and with many 
goodly vertues,and then the ſpeech is ac- 
cording. Wherefore heſayth, thy ſpeech 
8: comely. | | 
Let men conſider this welLfor many 
men make ſinall reckoning of ſpeech. 
Words 
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Words fay they (when they vtter all the 
vanity and filthinelle of their mind) are 
no harme. 

Tell chem that men fhall give an ac 
count at the day of iudgement for euerie 
idle word,and they willieſtingly anſwer; 
thar God hath greater matters to looke 
after,then to take account of idle words. 
Let theſe alone in their filthines, it beho- 
uerh cuery one that will be acceptable yn - 
ro Chriſt, and beautifull in his eyes, to 
have comely ſpeech, Then he addeth , 
Thy temples art within thy lockes, as apeece 
#f Pomeprayate, This is to be yvnderſtood 
both of the temples,and ofthe cheekes, 8: 
their beaucy is commended, that toge- 
ther with the fayre white there is a mix- 
ture ofred, That he ſaycth within thy locks 
it is the ſame word which he yſeth before 
about the eyes. And as] noted, itis ta- 
ken diuerfly. Eyther that the lockes did 
hang vpon the temples, and foro take it, 
that they bee within the lockes, or from 
within the lockes, that is,the lockes be. 
ing remoued, Howfocuer itis, as] fayd, 
before, this is certaine, that the modeltie 
the chaſt and comely manner of wearin 
of lockes is here commended, 

In 
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In the next place hee commeth to the 
neckelaying, Thy necke #8 like to the tower 
of Dantd,built for a defence, a thayſad ſoretas 
bans therein, ercen all the targets of the migh= 
ty men, It doth appeare plainely by this 
place, that King Daxid buiit atower in 
Teruſalem for an armorie: it is tranſlated 
in our Engliſh, for defence ; but the word 
doth ſignifie,for the hanging vp of ſharpe 
weapons,or weapons that had edge, And 
therefore is moſt fitly to be called an Ar- 
mory. Alſo that which followeth,maketh 
the matter cleare, that he ſayth, a thon/ard 
ſmelds hang therein, enen all thetargets of 
the mighty men. Then in this Tower were 
laydevp the chicfexcveapons of warre,vn- 
eill ſuch time as there ſhould bee vſe for 
them, Vnto this Tower doth the -Lerde 
compare the necke of his Church, It is 
long, raight,and furniſhed with goodly 
things. To apply this vato ſome ſeueral 
perſons or funfiovs in the Chureh, I 
will not curiouſly ſtand: but beſides 
the beauty and ſtately comelineſſe, 1 
take it heere is meant the force and 
power ofthe whole armour 'of God, 
| which the boly Apoltle Paul ſetterh 
foorth, Epheſians 6. which indeede 
| che 
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'the Lord doth arme all the faithfull 
withall,that they may be able to ſtand a- 
gainſt all cheaflaulrsof the Diuell, The 
ſhields and targets of the valiant men of 
Tfrael were in the tower of Daxid: but 
in the Church is thearmour and power of 
the mighty God, 

Now tothe breaſts : Thy two breaftes , 
(fayeth he) are as two young Roes that are 
twinnes, feeding among the Lilhes, The 
breaſts in a womin are for to nouriſh the 
Infants which ſhe bringeth forth, And 
the Churchis the mother of al Gcds chil- 
dren when they be regenerate, ſhe doth . 
nurſe themvp, and for that cauſe there 
are two brealtes aſcribed vnto her. Moſt 
certaine it is, that whoſocuer will grow 
vp in the Lord he muſt ſucke*his ſpiritu- 
all nouriſhment from thoſe breaſts. They 
bee here highly commended,;asto be like 
vnto two yuung Roes that bee twinnes. 
They belike 6ne another, they bee full 
of very {ſweet nouriſhment, as Roes that 
feede in a pleaſant paſture. Theſe breſts 
ofthe Church are fayde by Interpretors 
to bee the two Teſtaments of the Lord, 
the olde and the new, And very agrees 
able to truth it is ſo to take them, ſeeing. 

| x the 


Song of Salomon. 91 
the church doth not bring forth any chil 
dren to God,nor nouriſh them with her 
owne doErine, but with the molt ſweet. 
and wholeſome dofrine of the Lord. 
The two Teſtaments indeed,the old and 
the new, may very well be compared vns 
ts twinnes, they agree, they both ſet forth 
oncheawenly doftrine, the one conhir- 
meth the other. Ifany one will obiet 
and ſay, theſe doe containe the counſell 
and will of God, Tt is onely thedoQtrine 
of the Lord which they ſet foorth, how 
then can they be called the breaſts of the 
Church? I anſ{were that the like may bee 
obieAed touching any one thing which 
is prayſedin her: forall that is beautifull 
and excel{entin her,is of grace. and frees 
Iy beſtowed vpon her by Chriſt, All the 
holy bookes then of the olde Teſtament 
and of the new, even the writings ofthe 
Prophetsand Apoftles,are thetwo breſts 
ofthe Church:and from them onely wee 
muſ? ſickethe (incere milke of the word, 
by which we are to grow. 

Thus farre theLord hath commen» 
ded his Spouſe by ſeucral parts,not-profſe- 
cuting every particular, but adding in 
the next verſe ſfaue one, that revs all faire 

and. 
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ed no ſpot in her, which wee will handle z 
when wee come vnto it. 

Now to that which followeth next: 
Vntill the day breake, and the ſhadowes flye 
away, 1 will goe to the mountaine of mynrhe, 
and tothe mountaine of Incenſe, Wee hane 
in the end of the ſecond Chapter ſhewed 
what day it is which is ſpoken of, when he 
fayth, wntill the day breaks: for there the 
Spouſe did entreat her welbeloued, that 
vntill the day breake, and the ſhadowes 
fliye away, he would returne,and bee like. 
a young Roe vppon the mountaines of 
Bether. 

And here the Bridegroome ſeemeth 
to anſwer vnto her requeſt. It may beres 
ferred, (as I fayde) to the time of Chrilts 
comming in the ficth, when as indeed all 
the ſhadowes of the Law did vaniſh, and 
flye away, but more firly to the great day 
of the general iudgement,when as indeed 
all the ſhadowes, euen all errors, and all 
calamitics ſhall vtterly yaniſh for euer,and 
che Church ſhall livein gloriouz light, 
world withourend. Now that he ſayth , 
hee will yatill that day goe to the mouns 
caine of Myrrhe,and tothe mountaine of 
Incenſe,it may betaken two wayes, Firſt 

the 
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the heauens are the holy mountaine- of _ 
the Lord,and there the prayſe and ho- 
nour which rhe bletſed Angels and Spi- 
rites of the jult, doc glorifie him withall, 
is as {weet Incenſe and precious myrrhe, 
So thar the heau*rns may very well bee 
called the mouncaine of myrrhe, and the 
mountaine of incenſe. If wee take it ſo, 
then it reſpeReth his aſcending into the 
heauens (as he tolde his Diſciples) to pre- 
pare a place, where he mult (as $. Peter 
ſheweth) remaine vnrill che crime of the 
reſtoring of all things. And then will hee 
come downe to fetch all his choſen, that 
where he is, therealſo may they be. Then 
the ſecond way is, that the mountaine of 
myrrhe,8&c may bee taken for the church 
milicantypon earth, whichis often called 
the mountaine ofthe Lord, And very 
well it may becalled the mountaine 'of 
myrrhe, and the mountaine of incenſe, 
becauſ2, there bee the ſweete prayers 
and prayſes of God offered vp, through 
the mediation of Ieſus Chrift, And ef. 
this mountaine hee ſayeth, Behold 1 am 
with you vs. to the end of the world, Mat, 28 
For albeit our Lord is in the Heauens , 
yet is heo preſence with his Church vpon 
Q earth 
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carth,highly eſtceming thefaithfull, and 
ſincere worſhip and ſeruice of his people: 
For this cauſe hee appeared in vilion to 
Saint 7g», Rev. 1.in the middeft of the 
ſeuen golden Candleſtickes,holding rhe 
ſeuen Haga in hisright hand: The church 
of Rome, asif hee were abentc hath ſer vp 
one to be his Vicar, to execute his office , 
cuen to giue remiſſion of linnes, and life 
everlaſting vnro all men. 

- Thisis Antichriſt chat taketh vppon 
him to be in Chriſts ſtead. Buc the godly 
doe by faith find, and fecle the preſence 
of the Lord, they dwell in him, and hee 
in them, they need not, having the foun-. 
taine it ſelfe of liuing waters,ſeeketo theſe 
ſtinking puddles. 

Itfolloweth, Thos art allfayre my lone, 
aud there is noſpot m thee Here is a very 
great-prayſe given to the Bride, that her 
beaury is abſolute and perfe& throughout 
ell parts ofher, and that there is no ſpot or 
blemiſhatall. From hence as it ſeemeth 
Saint Pax! draweth his ſpeech, when hee 
faycth. that Chriſt gee hmſelfe for his - 
Church, that he might ſauthfie 1t,and clenſe 
it by the waſhing of water through the word, 
That hee might make it vnts himſeife a gloris 
04 
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our Church, not haning ſpet or wrinck/e, or 
any ſuch thing, but that it foould be holy and 
_- without blame, Ephel, 5. ver.25.26.27, 
How ſhall the Church make any doubt 
but that ſhee is loued 6f God, when fſhee 
is become thus glorious and pure,as net to 
haue in any part ſo much as the leaſt ſpot 
or wrinckle of deformity ?For that one 
word(mum) which the Bridegroome here 
victh in the Hebrew text, which is viually 


expounded a /por. Saint Pau/ expretlerh 


by all theſe , ſpot, wrinckle, or any ſuch 
things. | | | 

T hen we ſee that alchough the Brides 
groome did 'not goethrough all particu- 
lar parts ofhis Spouſe; to giue them their 
ſeuerall commendation,as he did in diuers 
yet he aſcribeth a full perfetion of beau- 
ty vnto them all, when he ſayeth,7how axe 
all fayre my lone, and there 13 noſpet m thee. 


Such a glorious milticall body ismect/tg 


be ioyned with ſo glorious a. headi2vand 
if there were any defurmity remaining, 


how could it be vnited vnto him? But 


hereit will be ſayd, how agreeth this with 


her own ſpeech in the firſt Chaps where 


ſhee ſaycth, 1 am blacke,but yet camely, and 
that ſhee is ſunnerbarnt 4 How doth it. a 
Q 2 | LreGs 
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gree with all thoſe places of holy Scrip” 
ture, which teltifie ſo plainely,tharall the 
faichfull while they liuc heere bee full of 
ſpors and deformities. I haue anſwered 
this before, namely, that men mult not 
conhider or e{teeme the Churchgas ſheeis 
in her felfe. or as ſheis here in the world? 
but we mult behold her in Chrilt.jultified 
and fully ſanAificd in tim, and as ſhee 
ſhall beatthe day of marriage, when her 
whole trimmipg and decking ſhall be pue 
on. Andtherefore thoſe Heretiques and 
Schiſgnatikes, which from thole places 
have drawnetheir ltrong imagination 
touching he full purity of the Church , 
while ſhe isvpon earth, and ſo haue cons 
demoed the true Church for her impcre 
fetions and linnes are much deceyued. It 
may be ſayde then, why dooth not the 
Lord then rather ſay to his Spouſe, thou 
ſhalc be all fayre my loue,and there ſhall 
beno ſpoti © thee. Tanſwer,that the ſcrips 
ture for the certainety of things to come, 
ſpeaketh of chem as ifthey were preſent : 
becauſe God isvnchangeable in all his 
decrees, and none can hinder his 
worke. 

Now remayneth the laſt verſe of that 
which 


Ee Sar ng, 
A— — — 


Song of Salomon. Nr 


which I did reade : Come with mee from 
Lebanon,my Spauſe,come with meefrom Le- 
banon,&c. This may be expounded two 
wayes, eyther that the Lord doth promiſe 
to ſhe w co his Spoule the land of promile, 
or thathe promiſeth- o draw herto him- 
{elfe out of all places of the world. If wee 
take ic in the former ſenſe, that weeare ra 
remember, chatthe land of Canaan pro- 
miſed to Abrahamand his ſeed was a fi+ 
gureof the heavenly inheritance: then 
when the ſight of this is promiſed, ar the 
viewing of it from thetoppe of choſe hils , 
weare to be lifted vp co the conlideration 
of an higher matter, namely, to the be- 
holding of chat glorious inheritice which 
ſhall laſtfor ever. For by faich the podly 
doe behold the Land of promiſe. cuen the 
land of theliuing, which che Lorde in 
. great kindoetle did ſhew vnto them. If 

wetake itin the ether ſenſe(which Þ ſups 
poſe is the right) then the promiſe is 
this, that howſoeuer his Spouſe is ſcat= 
tered and diſperſed among the Nations 
of the werld,hee will take hervnto him. 
You know itis ſer downe that the Lord 
will gather his Ele from the- faure 
Windes, and from the very vettermolk 
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partsofthe earth. Anditisto be marked 
that hee ſayeth, from the dens of the Lions 
and from the mountains of the Leopards. 
For the church dweleth herein the world 
among cruell and ſauage beaftes, which 
would vtterly deuoure her : but the Lord, 
doth mi:aculouſly keepe her, and faycth 
ſhee ſhall-come with him from among 

them. | 
The Lord draweth vs out of great tri- 
balation, as the Elder telleth [4h»,Reuel, 
7.vcrle 14. And as Saint Pau?ſay- 

eth, Through many trenbles wee 
muſt emer mto the Kingdome 
heanen. Let vs not 

then faints 
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CHAP. 1111. 


9 My ſiſter, my (pouſe, thou baſt woun- 
ded my heart, thou haſt wounded my beart , 
with one of thy ejes,ana with a chame of thy 
necke, | pe 
10 Myſifter, my [ponſe, how fayre i thy 
loue, how much better ss tby lone then wine? 
and the [auour of thine ointment then all ſpi— 
ces | | 

11 Thy bps, my ſpot ſe drop as honey combs 
honey and milke are vnaer thy rongue,and the 
ſauour of thy garments, is as the ſauonr of 
Letanon. 

12 My ſfter my ſponſe, is 4s a garden 
iucloſed, as a ſpring ſont vp, and a fountaine 
ſealed wp. OR 

12 Thy plants are 41 an orchard of Pome« 
granates with ſweet fruits,as Camphire,Spiks 

ward, | O 4 I4 Eu 
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14 Enen Spikenard and Saffrom, Cala- 
mus and Cinamon, with all the trees of Ins 
cenſe myrrbe and aloes, with» all the chiefe 

picet. Co | 

I5 O fountame of the gardens, O well of lis 
wing waters ,and the ſprongs of Lebanon, 

16 AriſeO No1th andcome O South,eh 
blow on my garden, that the ſpices thereof 
29249 flow out: Let my Welbeloned come to 
his garden ,and eate hispleaſant fruit. 

17 1amcome tomy garden,my Siſter ny 
Spouſe : I gathered my myrrhe with my ſpice 
1 eate my bony combe with my hony,l dranke 
7 wine with my mulke: Eate O friendszarink 
aud make you merry,0 welbeloned. 


AREASERe Hcholy bridegroompro 
£249 36. ccedeth in commending 
9 0} Fe of his bride with rare and 
969 BIEN, fingular commendatis 
Jj ons, as wee ſhall beſt ſec 
In the particulars. 
And firſt hee commendeth her 
beauty and d-cking to bee ſuch, that ir 
hath (as our Engliſh Tranſlation ſaycrh) 
wounded his heart, Which hee alſo 
repeateth for ychemency.. If we fol! ow 
ei9 
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this Tranſlation, then wee muſt 'vnder- 
ſand that his heart is wounded with 
loue: whichis a very vehement ſpecch- 
and dooth indeedeficly expreſſe the ſenſe 
of this place, forir is his purpoſe to cx« 

relſean exceeding 1c ue; 

| Butthe HOY remayning we may 
fay, thou haſt pluckt away mine heart , 
my lifter and my ſpouſe, thou haſt plucke 
away mine heart with one of thine cycs, 
&c. For it doth wonderfully ſer foorth 
the paſſion of loue, when a Bridegroome 
ſhall cell his Bride, that ſee hath his 
heart,or that ſhee hath gotten his heart , 
Hereby appeareth the ſuperaboundanc 
loue of our Lord Icfus Chrift towardes 
his Church : if that there bee not any 
words ſufficient fully . ro exprefle the 
fame. Andheere wee may fee againe 
what a glory there is in the ſimple and 
chaſt,and beautifull eye offaith : as alfo 
in thoſe graces and fpirituall ornaments: 
which are the fruites thereof, which are 
meant by a chaineofher necke. O that 
wee could throughly conſider of this, 
chat with a burning zealeour harts might 
alwayes bee enflamed for to ſeeke en- 
crcale of che cleare fight of this pure eye . 
I might 
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I might ſtand to rehearſe many places of 
the holy Scriptures,which do commend 
faith : but none beyond this, . that Chriſt 
fayeth, that his ſpouſe hath pluckr away 
hisheart, or that ſhee hath gotte his heart 
With oneofher eyes. O how dooth thef 
'Lord delight in faith? Iffaitth bee one © 
hereyes(may ſomeſay) which is the 0- 
ther? I anſwere, that becauſethe Church 
is broughtin vnder the perſon ofa womi 
there betwoeyes aſcribed vnto her, but. 
withall wee muſt know, that faith is the 
oneand the other, The holy Ghott ſay- 
eth: That the Goſpell xs the power of God 
70 ſalnation, Unto enery one that beleeneth,to 
the ew firſt,and then tothe Grecian, adding 
this reaſon, that the righteouſueſſe of God #8 
renealed init from faith ro fauh, Rom. 1.17 
IS. ſpeakingas ifthere were a double 
faith, when as indeed thereis but one faith 
butthe ſame weaker and ſtronger- And 
ſo in regard ofthe ſame encreaſe of the 
lively faith, it may be called two eyes, as 
that place ſayth, from faich to faith, In 
the next place hee ſheweth how delight- 
ſomeand pleafant her lone is vntohim - 
he doth expreſſeit by the way of admirae 
tion,and wonderment ſaying, How fayre 
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Ty thy lone, my ſiſter , my ſpouſe ? How much 
better is thy fee then wine ? It is out of all 
doubt, that all good things come vnto 


'vs,and ypon vs from the loue of Chriſt 3 


bur contrariwiſe our loue towards him 
canaddenothing vato his fulneſle, and 
therefore poore Bales, cuen ſimple creas 
tures heere ypon the carth that doe Joue 
him,haue - theſe temptations euery one of 


them at one time or other: I loue Chriſt 


Teſus from the very battome of my heart 
but whatregard can he haue ofthe loue of 
{ucha poore lilly wretch as I am? What 
can my loue bein his eyes ? I feele indeed 
that-I love him with a loue vnfained, Be. 
hold here beloued, varo your comfort, 
what hee pronouncethof the loue whers 
with every faithfull ſoule doth loue him, 
how fayr is thy Ioue my liſter,my ſpouſe? 
How much betteris thy loue then wine £2 
In hath beene noted in the frft Chapter, 
that wine is put for all dainty chings in a 
banquet,whereby ir is manifeſt, - that the 
loue wherewith weloue the Lord Ieſus, 
is maruellous accepted vnto him, _ 
' Letvscometothis, to be ſure that we 
loue him(nvtafter our pwn fantafics)but 
with the true ſpiritual fouc,and then what 
| ſocuer 
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focuer temptation ariſcth to diſcourage 
vs, let vs bee ouc of doubt that ourloue is 
precious, delightiome and acceptable 
vnto h\m, O will ſome ſay,how ſhall I 
know that I loue the Lord ITefus Chril(t 
with this ſincerelove, which he fayth here 
is ſo beautifull in his eyes, and ſo much 
better then wine?I would faineloue him, 
I anſwer, thou knoweſt what is written x 
If yee lone mee,hrepe my commandements;yea 
there ariſethall the doubt, for who 1s it 
that doth not dayly tranſgreiſe the holy 
commaundements of God? Wee mult. 
therefore looke to this, how can wee 

fay with S, PaulRom.7, I delight w the 
 lawof Godtonching the inner man, If we 
loue thetruthaif we loue holinetle, righte- 
ouſneſle and purity: And ifour foule do 
Joathand abhorre that which is vnpure & 
vnclea- e,though ic Ricke fo faſt invs,that 
wee can-1ot wholly caſt itoff : Let vs be 
out of all doubt that we loue the Lord. O 
happy and bleſſed then are we, our loue 
cannot be lightly eſteemed in his eyes, In 
deed ſuch as do perſwade themſelus that 
they doc louethe Lord, and doe not in 
the'zeale of purity loach & deteſt iniqui- 


ty from thebottome of theirhearts, but 
can 
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can takepleaſure therein, are viterly de« 
ceyued. | 
You know that Saint Job» callcth ſuch 
downe 2s lyers, that ſay: They lone God, 
 andkeepe not bis commandementss Theſa- 
onr of her oyntment,winch hee ſayeth, 5s 
better then the [anony of all ſweet ſpices, is to 
bee vnder{tood cfthoſe heavenly gifts & 
graces of the holy Ghoſt which are belto- 
wed vpon the faithfull, and for which 
they becalled Chriſtians, There bee in- 
deed very many which profeiſe in word 
that they be Chriſtians: but they know 
not what itisto bee a true Chriltian. For 
where is the ſweete ſauour of their oynt- 
mencs ? What gracesof the hcly Ghoſt 
doe appeare them? Nay, in ſtead of theſe 
thy doein all p'aces where they doe be- 
come, calt forth a loathſome (linke of 
their filthy words and wicked deedes. O 
beloued, let no man ſeduceanddeceyue 
you. Youhauemany now adayes which 
are come to this depth of impiety, that 
whoſocuer will not ieyne wich them, to 
Ainke in filthinetle, they by and by, in 
reproach terme them Puritans, This blaſ- 
phemy the Lord God will powre foorth 
his vengeance vpon ore day, _— | 
| is 


. 
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his long ſuffering be {uch,that ke ſeemeth 


not to regarde ir, But asit-is written, 
He that is filthy, let him be filthy ſtill: Let 
ecm patle that we may returne againeto 
the commendation of the Bride. 

- Thy bps (fayth he) my ſponſe aroppe as 
honey combes, honey andmilke are vnaer thy 
rongue, and the ſauour ofthy garments, is as 
the jauonr of Lebanon, Here are in this veric 
two things highly prayſed, her ſpeech and 


| her ſweet ſauour, The former of theſe 


euen her ſpeech, is compared tothe drop. 
ping of the honey combes: as the ſweete 
drops ef honey that diſtil from the honey 
combes, ſo be the wordsthat come from 
her mouth: for heſayth, thy /ippes droppe 
as the honey combes. And turtherher ſpeech 
isnot onely melt ſweer, but wholeſome 
& nouriſhing, which is expreſſed in theſe 
words, Honey and milke are vnder thy tong:. 
Honey and milkeare ' for nouriſhment, 
Theſcare excellent commendations, jin | 
which wee may note, what an alteration 
is wrought in the regener:te, and how 


_ farre they are changed from chat which 


they werein themſclues by nature. Our 
Sautor ſayth in the Goſpel(as you know) 
that cat of the abonnaarce ofthe heart, the 
mouth 
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'- month ſpeaketh, A good man out of the. 
good treaſure of hisheart bringeth forth 
good things, aud an cuill man out of the. 
euill treaſure ofhis heart bringeth forth e- 
uill chings * the tongue vttereth but that 
whichis withia, And what that is in the 
vnregenerat and naturall man,heare what 
Sajat Paulalledgeth : T heir throet 55 an 
open Sepulchreywith their tongues they bane 
accciued, the poyſon of Aſpes 15 wnder their 
lips, whoſe month ss full of curſing, and bitter- 
neſſe Rom.3.13. 14-18 not here. a greate 
difference? For curling and bitterneſle, 
whereofthe mouth was full, the lips now 
droppeas the honey combes, In ſtead of 
the poyſon of Aſpes, vnder their lippes, 
honey and milkeare vnder their tongue x 
I: not here 1 ſay, a wortderfullalteration? 
For arenotthey which are regeneratand 
ſanQified in Chriſt Teſus, much altered 
from that they were of themſclues? when 
as for curling and bitternelſe,and for the 
poyſon of Alpes, their lippes doe droppe 
asthe honey combes, and honey & milke 
are ynde'rtheir tong?Let vs conſider of it 
yet more particularly. A naturall man 

hath nothing in him,but meere rebellion 
azainſt God ; his heart iseuill,(tuffed full 
of 
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of bicterenmity and hatred, both of God 
and man. His words doe diſhoneur and 
blafpheme God, and they hurt and de- 
firoy men: On the other fide, a man 
led and guided by the good fpirite of the 
Lord,hathin him the loue of God,and the 
loueof men. Pure words do flow from 
him, he confeffeth che truth, the Law of 
grace is ynder histongue, hee vttereth the 
prayſc and glory of God, hedothinſtru&t 
andedifie men ; euery way his words are 
ſweet, yeathey be molt wholeſome and 
nouriſhing, they be (as itis here ſayde) 
honey and milke, Where ſhall we finde 
theſe lippes which droppe as the honey 
combes? Where be thoſe tongues vnder 
which there is honey and milke. What 
needthat queſtion will ſome ſay. They 
be the lips 2nd congue of the Church , 
the lips and tongue of Chriſtians. Goe as 
mong them, andſceif chei lips doc nor 
dropasthe huney combes. If wee ſhould 
againe demaund, whether ſhall wee 20e 
to ſecke out choſe chriſtians, whoſe ſpeech 
is ſo ſ\weetcand fo whol: ſome? Some 


man will ſay, they be eucry wheregT hope 


wee be al] Chriſtians,God forbid elſe. tay 
they? Then ſhall wee finde that euerv 
; _ where 
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where menslips doe droppe as the honey 
combes, and that honey and milke are 
vnder their tongue. Whatare then theſe 
ſweete and wholeſome words, euery 
where to be heard? Are- they not the 
{ſmooth fartering and difſembling ſpees 
ches which many do viefare they not the 
lyes and (launders of the multicude? Or 
be they not the bitter reproaches, curſes, 
taunts,and revilings, which ouerflow in 
all places: or the vaine, babling, gi- 
bing, and iefting, mixed with baudy 
wordes : Theſe bethethings which the 
lips ofthouſand thoufands doe droppe,6c 
a man ſhall findealmoſt nothing elſe in 
all places, even among thoſe which pro» 
feiſe them(ſcluesro be Chriſtians, and: to 
be of therrue Church. O Lord if this be 
the true Church,which Chriſt doth hecre 
deſcribe (2s it cannot be denycd)where 
ſhall we finde her? Sarclv they bee but ex 
vena few among the multicude,cuen {ca- 
tered hereand there, whoſe lips droppe as 
the honey combes, vader whoſe tongue 
Is honey and milke. Whoſe ſpeech is S, 
Paul willeth it ſhould be, & abwayes graci= 
ons, powaered with ſalts, to knowe howe 
to anſwer epery man, Col. 4.6, Enen ſuth as 
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_ may minifter grece tothe Hearers, Epheſ 4» 


29* Olertvsnotrthen deceiue our felus 
brethren : If our talke bee vaine and fi1- 
thy,are wethe true childre ofthe church? 
Shall ic then be faydeof vs,thy lips dropp 
as the honey combes, honey and milke 
arevnder thy tongue,ſeeke to haue clean 
hearts that your words may be ſwecte?In 


/ thenext words hee comendeth her good 


fauour ; The ſanonr of thy garments us as the 
ſauonr of Lebanon. Tebangn was a place 
in whichthere did grow ſuch ſweere 
things,as caſt forth a delightſome ſauour. 
The Bride is perfumed with ſuch graces , 
that all her garments doe ſmell ſ{weere : 
Thisis net meant ofthe bodily cloathing: 
for many of the Saints have liued in po 
uerty, clothed in ſimple appaarell,yea c- 
ven in ſtinking priſons and dungeons : 
But it is to hee vnderſt ood of the ſpiritu- 
all cloathing , where the 6lthy ragges of 
the old man are put offgand the new man 
is put on.Which « reuned in knowledge, af 
rer the image of himthat created him.Col. 
3zvcr.9.10, This is the cloathing of which 
it is ſayde, Thou haſt a few names m Sardi, 
which bane not defiled their garments ::and 
they ſrall walke with we ty white, fort hey are 
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worthy, Reucl. 3.4, Hee .vzs caſt foorth 
from the marriage that wanted the wed- 
dirggarment, Math. 22. Forleta man 
neuer ſo impudently thruſt in himfelfe in 


| his {tinking clothes, to be as one of (the 


Church, yet ke ſhall bee thruſt out : for 
the garments of che bride are ſweet, even 
asthe ſauour of Lebanon. Al at this weds 


ding haue their garments very ſweet, 
| Thus haue wee ſeen [very great commens 


dations of the Church : but yet here are 
further : for icfolloweth: y ſfter, my 
ſponſe, 25 as a garden encloſed, as aſpring ſont 


vp, and afountaine (ealed vp. Here bee two. 


ſimilitudes that doe ſet forth her prayſe: 
The oneis of 2 garden thit is encloſed: 
the other,of a ſpring or fountaine ſhut vp 
and ſealed. | | 
This incloſure; this ſhutting vp, and 


ſealing, is firſt to commend the chaſtirie * 


ofthe Church, that with a firme faichful- 
nelle keepeth her {elfe onely * to Chriſt, 
There isnoentrance for any belide him. 
She loueth, ſhe obeyeth,and wo! ſhippeth 
him,and vnto him ſhe reſerueth all her 
fruites. She doth not worſhip ſtraunge 
Gods, ſhe runneth not a whoring after 
Idols, ſhee i; incloſed and ſealed vppe 

| P13 onely 
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onely vnto her welbeloued, Here is ( 
fay) the chaſtity of the Bride. Then ſe- 
condly it ſheweth, that none other are 
partakers with her in thoſe heauenly trea. 
ſures; which ſhe receiueth through Chriſt. 
There be many in the viſible Church, 
which ſeeme to be partakers, and make a 
great ſhew :; butthe truethis, none are 
bletied,bur onely the Elet. 

Then further, wee mult obſerue, 
that heere are ioyned together a garden 
full offiveet plants,and a ſpring and founs 
eaiac of liuing waters, If the bed & plancs 
in a garden be not watered,there can no- 
ching grow, but all;will witherand bee 
fruitlefſe, This garden therefore is we!l 
watered, thereis inita ſpring of ling 
waters which alwayes doe flowe: - where. 
wich euery plant and precious hearbe is 
watered. Theſe waters, albeit they a- 
bound, yet doe they not flow Gonh of 
the garden, they bce ſhuttevpand ſealed, 
none other plants are watered by them. 
What betheſe waters 2? Euecn the holy and 
pure word of the Lord : the wholſome 
dodrine of the Scriptures. With this are 
all che ſweet plants ofthe Lords garden 
watered, according to the ſaying of S. 

| | Pant, 
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Panl, I bane planted, Apoilor hath watered» 
1. Cor, 3.ver,6. Wherwith did Pas/plant 
or wherewith did Apo/lss water,bur with 
the lively word of the Lord? or wherwith 
ſhallanyplant grow vp ta bring foorth 
fruit vnto the Lord, bur with the fame 
' Woprd? you haue many [indeed that re- 
. garde not this, which yet take themſelues 

to begood plants. butrh-y be vtterly des 
| ceyned, they bee but baſtard ſtockes thar 
bring forth ſowre and bicter fruites, 'For 
if they will grow and bring foorth good 
fruit indeed, they muſt be continualy wa- 
tered with this fountainez they mult re- 
ceyue in the wholeſome word of God in. 
to their hearts and ſoules. arr 

Now ſome man may here obied, that 

the doctrine of Gods word doth flow 
forth vnto all, it is not asa fountaine ſea- 
led vp. Doe not many reade it, heare it 
preached, and profecfſe it, which yerare 
not ſaued? I anſwer, that indeed after a 
fort the'word ofthe Lord doth flow forth 
ouer multitudes, which are not the true 
plits of che Lor d,but fhal be plucked vp : 
 butit dothnot water them, they haue not 
the effectual working of it to make then 


grow 6 bear good fruit:they haue (zcehe 
P 3 leak 


j 
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caſt ſame ofthem) a taſte thereof : but as 
water that falleth vpon a rocke, doth one- 
ly wette the ourlide, and nor. loften the 
rocke or the tone within : {& their hearts 
re maine [till hard as flint, and ic doth not 
water them. 

T his is it then, the word of God is. 
common ynto many: burrouching the 
lively efficacy thereof, to regenerate, to 
plant, to water,and ro make truittull, it is 
peculiat to the holy Church, She onely 
is that way, the fountaine in which this 
liaing water remayneth : her plants bee al 
watered with it, and made fruirfull; If 
thou doelt feele thatthe pure doftrine of 
God doth change thy heart and ſoften it, 
ſothatin ſteade of choſe {linking vices, 
which are in it by nature, thoudoſt bring 
forth vertues, then is not the fountaine 
ſealed vppe vato thee: but if thou heare 
and heare,and reade,and be notreformed 
the fountaine is (till ſealed vnto thee, yea 
verily, the fountaine is (till ſealed vp vato 
thee : thou art not by readingor hearing 

the holy word watred, made to grow and 
to bring forch fruit, 

Thus may wee {ce how the Church 

is chaſte vnto Chriſt, bripgeth forth her 
fruit 


fruit onely to him,and watercthno plants 
' buther owne. And what plantes theſc 
. are, the two next verſcs doe | ſhew : for 
here are reckoned vþÞ all manner of the 
belt plants, Thy plants (fayeth/hee)are as 
an orchard of Pomegranates withſmeet fruits 
as Camphire,and Spikenards Emnen 'Spike- 
ward and Saffron, Calamns, and Cinnamon , 
with all the trees of incenee, Myrrhe and Als- 
es, with allthe chiefe ſpicer, Heere is the 
goodlieft garden that cuer was heard of 
in which be all theſe ſweet plants: here be 
{weetfruics, here be all che chicfe ſpices, 
and the ſweet incenſe, here is whatſocuer 
is deleRtable and precious. | 
I mindnotto ſtand vpon theſe in 
particular, to ſhew the excelleney of cuc= 
ry of them, for that is needletle: onely 
take the (imilitude in gene rall,as if there 
were a goodly garden, in which were all 
the molt precious plants vader heauen, 
that do bring forth the ſweetelt;the moſt 
wholeſome,che moft dataty and «comfor- 
table things that are in the world,and to 
this Chriſt likeneth his Church, cuen his 
garden encloſed. By theſc goodly plants. 
chen are meantall che faithfull,chey be che 
Lords plants;they do beare allchele ſweet 
4 and 
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aud dcleQablefruites before mentioned, 

Whata goodly garden hath the Lord 
planted to himſelfe>? Theſe plantshaue 
been planted by the Lord in all ages, by 
the miniſtery of his holy Prophets and 
Apoſtles,and by the minittery of al faith» 
full paſtors and teachers : as we reade how 
Paul {ayeth of himſelfe, I haue planted. 
Theſe plants hath che Lord alſo watercd 
from time to time,by the handsof the 
ſame hisſeruants, cuen with the pure wa- 
ters of heauenly doErine : as It is wricteny 
Apollos watereth, From hence the fruites - 
abouc mentioned have ſpriig as the found 
knowledge of God, true light, ſincere & 
lively faith, ſtedfaſt hope, with vnfaynecd 
loue to God and men, inuocation of the 
name of God,prziſe and thankſgiuing vn- 
to his holy Maieſty, humility,meckenes, 
gentlenelle, long ſuffering, with all the 
workes of mercy,which proceedeth from 
a ſanCtified heart, are ſweeter before the 
Lord, then all incenſe ofthe belt ſpices : 
Happy , yea thrice happy - are all thoſe 
men whome the Lord hath vied, and 
doth vſe as his faithfull inftruments to 
plantandto water ſuch a garden?, and to 
make it bring forth ſuchfruits, 
Og OM What 
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What greater, or more worthy worke 
can there bein the World 2 Great ſhall 
their reward be before the Lord God, 
which are found fairafull Labourers, Let 
all the Miniſters of the goſpell conlider 
well of this place,and elteemme itafar grea- 
ter bleſling then if chey had all worldly 
dignicics and preferments when their la 
bours are fruitfull in planting and watring 
the plants of this garden. By 
And letthem nor be diſcouraged, thats 
the blind world ſeethnotthe glory of thi: 
worke, but defpiſeth and reproacherh it 
Neither let the terrors which Sathan doth 
rayſe, daunt, or diſmay them. If a man 
with all his labours may plant but euen 
-ſome very few of theſe excellent plants, 
which are ſo deareand preciqus in the cies 
of the Lerd,or water them,ſos they be- 
come fruitfull in thofe forenamed fruites, 
what a glory isit? What ſhould a Mini- 
ſter ofthe goſpell looke after beſides this? 
On the other ſide, let the deſtroyers and 
layers waſt of this garden of the Lord, or 
ſuch ashinderthe growth and fruitfulnes 
ofthe young plants, behold here what an 
heauy judgement of Almighty G o D 
7" | aft * 
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hangeth ouer their heades. O how grie- 
vous isit in the (ighr of the Lord which 
doe? Letit be chat an earthly Prince 


had ſuch a garden with pl-nrs ot Pome- 


anatcs, with ſweet fruices as Camphire, 
Spikenard, Saff. on, ſweet Calamus, and 
Cinamon, with all the trees of incenſe, 


Myrrhe and Alves, with all the chiefe ſpi- 


ces, and men ſhould enter into ir,and des 


froy or lay it wafte, would he endureir 


' at their hands ? How then will the Lord 


of Lords abide that ſuch wicked men ſhal 
deſtroy or hinder his plants, which ſo far 
pats thoſe earthly plancsin price, and not 

reuenged? You know what a woe 


our Sauiour in the Goſpel doth denounce 


againft him that ſhall offend one ofthoſe. 
lictle ones that truſt in him-ſaying, /# were 
better for himthat a Milſtene were hanged 
about his necke,and that he were caſt imtothe 
bettome of the ſea. How {mall regard ofthe 
people of God haue ſome had, elteeming 
them little better then ſwine? What care 


they for planting or watring, they know 


not howhe precious the plants bez They 
eſteeme themſclues highly, the garden 


which they bein, they weigh 'nct how 


they lay waft, 
| Let 
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Let vs proceede, asitisa moſt worthic 
worketo be atrue planter er a waterer of 
this garden,which is ſo goodly and precis 
ous in the eyes of Chriſt : ſo is it amoſt 
happy thing to be aright plant, And kere 
let eucry man looke well vato himſclte * 
we all profetle the name of Chrift, and 
ſo to be plants in this garden. Looke to 
che fruits before named, which the right 
plants do bring forth, They be not pride 
vaine-glory, nor ſelfe love, they bee not 
curſingand ſwearing, lying and {launde- 
ring, they be not dicing, drinking, and 
whoring, they be not envie,- hatred and 
malice, ora number ſuch like.” Theſe bee 
Rinking and abominable fruices before 
che Lord. If thou beare ſuch, whar ſhall 
itauayle thee thatthou ſtandeſt fora time 
as aplantin che Church? For thou ſhale 
beerooted out, Fruc: it is that in the 
viſible Church there be wany ſtinking & 


noyſome weedes, many baftard plantes, © 


which bring toorth moſt noyſom fruites 
they doe hurt and hinder whatthey can, 
the true plants, butche Lord doth pur 
difference, he will root them all out, and- 
preſerue ceuery crue plant. It doothy then 
ſtand vs greatly vpon, to looke what fruir 

| we 
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webring forth, andts endeauour to be 
approued as true plants. Away with 
thoſefilthy rotten and ſtinking workes of 
the fleſh,and walke in the fruits of the ſpi- 
rit. And now in the two next verſes, the 
Church maketh anſwer vnto her ſpouſe, 
In the former verſe (whereas the 


'Lord had prayſed her to bee ſo ſweete a 


garden, ſo well watered,and of ſuch pre- 
cious plants) ſhee aſcribeth all the prayſe 
thereof vnto himyin theſe words, O foun- 
#4ine of the gardens, O well of liuing Was 
$er1,and the (prings of Lebanon. | 
Thevyniverſall Churchis but one gar= 
den,andallthe particular Churches bee 


gardens, ſo that her ſpeech and his donot 


differ, when he calleth heragarden, and 
ſhe calleth kim the fountaine of the Gar. 
dens,when he calleth her a fountaine ſea- 
ledvp, which doth water all the plantes , 
ſhedoth acknowledge the truth thereof 
vnto hisprayſc, ning that he 1s the 
fountaineofthe gardens;that is,look what 
ſocuer waters of lif: bee in her, yea even in 
all particular churches, they flow from 
himzhe is the fountaine, What neede I 
ſtand heretorchearfe vnto you thoſe pla- 


ces of Scripture, whichdoe affirme, that 


Hy 
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in him isallfulneſſes and that 'of his ful- 
nes we do recciue, that heeis made vnto 
vs of God,Wiſedome;righccouſneileyfari- 
ification and redemption? The Bride 


. doth acknowledgeall herein one word; 


vyhen ſhe calleth him the fountain of the 
gardens. This is the prayſe and the glo. 
ry,which all the fairhfull doe giue vnto 
Chriſt Ieſus, notechallenging any part of 
goodnelſſeto themſelues, Then that ſhe 
calleth him avvell of living waters, and 
ſtreames that flow outof Lebanon,or as 
it may beexpounded;that they be ſprings 
flowing, which doe cxcell :thoſe that flye 
from Lebanon, from whence it is mani- 
feft, by this place did runnecleare ſprings 
of water : andiuing waters are thoſe that 
al wayes doc flow as the ſprings, oppoſed 
vnto ſtanding waters. 
Then the ſenſe is this, that che gra» 
ces and the waters of life which doe flow 
from Chriſt vpon his church, are ſuch »s - 
canneuer bedried vp, they flowe from 
a bettomleiſſe fountaine, albcit hee be- 
ſtow his graces and giftes from time to 
time, in neuer ſo great meaſure, yer | 
they bee not diminiſhed. The Romiſh 
church hath vtcerly ſwarued from _ && 
AP 
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| ſeeketh vntoother Mediators to obtainc 
the things which appertaine vnto righ- 

 tcouſneſſeand faluation, They will net 
aſcribe this glory vnto him, that hee is 
the fountaine ofthe gardens,and Well of 
living waters,they be not the Bride which 
here ſpeaketh. 

And nowlet vscometo the orher part 
of her ſpeech, which is expreficd in the 
next verſe, wherein ſhee maketh earneſt 
prayer. Ari/eO North winde, and come O 
South wind, blow vpou my garden, that the 

ſpices thereof may flowe ont : let my welbels= 
wedcom to bis garden, and eate his pleaſant. 
fruit. 

There be two parts of this prayer : In 
the firſt ſhee craucth the inſpiration, and 
gracious gifts of the holy, Ghoſt, that the 
ſweete fruitesin her may more abounde : 
In the ſecond part ſhee delireth the pre- 
ſenceof Chriſt, I will not ſtand curious 

fly vpon the nature of theſe two contra- 
ry winds,the Nerth wind ,and the South 
winde, but cake that which is the princi- 
pall, namely, thatthe holy Ghoſt is figu- 
red by the winds. For the North winde, 
and the South wind, which blow vpon 
thetrees, and which arefelt of our _— 

ns 
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ſences, arc notthe windes which blowe 
vpon the heauenly plants, Iris an hea- 
uenly breathing which ſhee here requi- 
_ reth, even the inſpiration ofthe Spirite of 
grace, which isthe ſpirit of fanQtification, 
the ſpirit of adoption, Withont this fruit 
there is no quickening, no life, no fruite 
in the Church, and therefore the faichfull 
doe rightly call for theNorth winde, and 
forthe South wind to blow vpon them 
that is to beenſpircd with all graces and 
gifts ofthe holy Ghoſt, that ſo theſweete” 
{auour of their fruits may flow forth : for 
according to the treaſure of the ſpirite, 
which men haue receyued, fo are theis 
fruices, EG © 
When that the Lord did exprefle the . 
greatand ſpecial edification of his church, 
he ſayde by the Prophet 7oel, I will powre 
foorth of my ſpirit pon all fleſh, which $. 
Paul alledgeth, Ad. 2. And when the 
Lord denounceth his iudgement, that the 
courſe of his goſpell ſhould bee ſtayed, 
which he giueth by the inſpiration of the 
holy Ghoſt. Saint [bn ſeech in avilion 
foure Angels holding the foure windes, 
that they ſhould not blow, Reu.7. Well 
the matteris this, all the true ns 
auc 
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hauercceyued the ſpirize of God, theyare 
infpired by the holy-Ghoſt: but yet their 
faith;therr hope,their charitie,their,know- 
ledge are not perfect, The Fleſh is not 
wholly and fully mortified in them, the 
vertues which are called the fruitesof the 
ſpirice , which are ſo ſweete and precious 


' before the Lordeg' arc not growneto their 


full perfeQion : and therefore being deſt- 
rous to bee more perfe, they crie out to 
have the Northwinde and Southwindeto 
blow vpontheir Garden: That is,to haue 
the _— and heauenly breathing of 
the holy Gholt vpon their hearts,for there 
is the Garden.y And vnto this garden they 
delireto come, ſaying : Let my Welbelo- 
wod come to his Garden. 

Our deſire indeedeought to be conti- 
nually, that wee may hane our hearts fan- 
Aifed,indfputgediby the operation of the 
holie. Ghoſt, that ſo the Lord Icſus may 
dwell in them. Doe you imagine that 
the heart of that man'which is full of pride 
and vaine-2lory,of covetouſnes and ſelfe« 
lougof Fc rnication and vncleannelle, or 
fuch likeis a garden for the Lord to dwell 
in? Nogno, the diuell dwelleth in fuch - 
gardens, Thoſe fiinking flowers, _ 

is 
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his noſe, Looke to it beloued, whether © 
there growe ſweete Flowers, or ſtinking 
weedes in your | hearts : for ,thereby you 
ſhall know whether they bee the Gardens 
of Chriſt,or the gardens of the diuell, 
And now let vs come to the laſt verſe of 
thaz which I reade vnto you,which is the 
aunſwere of Chriſt vnto her delire, that he 
would come to his garden. The Lorde 
cannot deny the godly requeſts of his cho- 
ſen, and therefore he ſayth: I am come to 
ry Garden my Sifter,my Sponſe, I gathered 
my IMyrrhe with my ſpice, ] eate my Honme- 
combe with my Honny,l dranke my wine with 
my milke, cate; Oh Friends drinke, and make. 
you merrie, Oh well-beloued. Beholge here 
how CHRIST doeth Feaſt and banquet 
With his Church : her Faith, her loue,and 
all the good fruires that ſpring from the 
{ame,are as Mytrhe and Spices,the Honny 
combeand honnie, wine and milke. 
This 1s plaine and ealle to beevnder- 
ſtoode, But how is this,that hee willeth 
his Friends t eateand be merrie? Doth 
not the Church bring forthfruits onely to 
Cirilt 2 Doubtles the Church doth bring 
forth her fruics onely to Chriſt her Bride- 
grome, but yet the Friendes of the Bride- 
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groome,cuen the holy Angels, and the 
faithfull Miniſters of the Wordzhaue icy 
and reioycing,and glory thereby, The 
Church cannot by her faith and good 
works glorifte Chrift, but the benehite 
thereof doth redound to the joy and feli- 
city of the Angels in heauen,and wel ma 
they be ſayde to cateand drinke, and to 
be mer I's | 

This is cleare,and therefore I will not 
ſtand to ſhew what Peter ſpeaketh of the 
deſire which the Angels haue to beholde 
the accompliſhment ofall chings between 
Chriſt and his Church, 1.Per.1,Neyther 
the triumphant ioy ofthoſe heauenly c6- 
pantes at the marriage day, Reu,. 19,v.7. 
Happy and bleſſed are all chey which 
come to this banquet. 

The Lord bring vs vnto it for his 

mercies ſake, Amen, 
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CHAP. V. 


1 1ſlzepe,but mine heart waketh,it is the 
vojce of my welbelowed that knocketh,open un- 
to me my ſiſter,my lone, my done,my vndefiled 
for my head ts full of dew,and my lockes with 
the drops of the mght. | 

2 I hane put eff my coate, how ſhould 1 
p42 it ont { haue waſhed my feet; btw ſhall 1 
aefile them? a4 

2 Hy Welbeloned pat im his hand by the 
hole of the dore, and mine heart was affetio- 
ved towards him. ao 

4 1 roſeup ts open to may welbeloued © and 
my bands aid dreppe downe myrrhe, and my 
fingers pure myrrhe vpon the handles of the 

AYYes 
5 Topened to my welbelouea': but my well 
beloned was gone and paſt; mine heart was 
Q. 2 gone 
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gone when hee did ſpeake, 1 ſought bim, but 1 


could not finde himyl called him, but hee auns 
{[wered me not. 
6 The Watch-men that went about the 
Cittie;found mee they ſmote me,and wounded 
me, the watecn-men of the Walles tooke away 
my Vayle from mees 


Fuzz cT oy Ec had in the former 
N62 fn Chapter almofte no- 
5\ V \ thing but the praylſes 


T & and; commendations 
TO which Chriſt giueck 
7 hAY /. R714 to his Church : So 
NA highlie, and with fo 
manic ſpeeches deeth 
hee magnifie and cxtoll her beautie and 
Exceliencic. Here in this Chapter wee 
haue another manner of Song, euecn an 
acculing and a bewayling Song : For, 
here ſhee accuſeth herſelfe and bewayleth 
her great offence, her vnkindnes and vn- 
dutifulnes,which ſhe ſhewed rowards her 
molt kinde and louing Spouſe: reporting 
alſo the vreat affeCtion & calamititie that 
light vpon her by that meanes, 
It is a {trannge thing thatthere ſhould 
be ſuch a ſudden alteration ; but _ 
che 
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the ſlate of the regenerate, cuet) now en- 
flamed and rapt witha burning loue and 
zeale of Chrilt : by and by, all {cemeth 
co be ſmothered and almoſt quenched, 
This is the Battell in them, betweene the 
Fleſh andthe Spirice : this is from the im- 
perfeftion, that is in all the Saints, 

But now letvs come to her wordes : 

I ſlsepe ( ſayeth ſhee )) but mine heart was 
keth : Beholde the holie Virgin heere 
falleth a ſleepe(for ſo ſhee ſaycth) but not 
(as wee may ay) into a dead {leepe : for 
her heart is waking. Shee doth but (lum- 
ber as one taat ishalfea ſleepe, We mult 
conhlder here three things eſpecilly,” what 
this {leepe is, whence it proceedeth, and 
what the eftefts thereof be. 

Touching the firſt,it were great folly for 
any man £o take it of the bodily or natu. 
rali (lcepe: ſecing the Church is to be cons 
{1dered altogether, according to her ſpiri- 
tuall and heauenly birth, It mult needcs 
then be a ſpirituall ſlumber,cuen a drows 
lnefle in the heart and minde, touching 
heauenly things. This proceedeth from. 
the remnants of the old man in the godly. 
The Fleſb({ayth the Apoltle)/ufteth agamſt 
tve ſpirite,and the Spirit is againſt the Fleſh, 
Q 3 ang 
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and theſe are contrarie the one tothe other, ft 


that yee cannot dee the thirgs that ye would * 
Galath.5.verſ.t7, Whe.: theſe concupil- 
cences, theſe corrupt and worldly lultes 
waxe [trong, and doe f{ceme even much 
to preuaile,then ischere a damping of the 
ſpirituall greces, cuen as it were a (lumber, 
that falleth vpon the minde : I neede not 
ſtand vpon this. | 

Now what effets doe follow, may eafi- 
Iy be garhered: Faith hath not the fulland 
lively eperation, Loue ſheweth not her 
heart : Prayer waxcthfeeble. The toy 
and delight in all holy excrciſes 1s decaye 
ed, and fo thepradtiling of vertue is but 
ſlender. Bur here isnot all : For the hos 
ly Scripture in ſundry places calleth vpon 
vs,to take heede that wee fall not into this 
fleepe,but that wee watche,yfhewing great 
danger that may enſue. Be ſober & watch 
(fayeth the Apoltle) For your adner/ary the 
ainell goth abort like a roaring Lyon,ſeeking 
whome hee may deuoure. When wee bee a- 
fleepe,the diuell ſteppeth in to leade vs vn- 
ro manie {innes, And ſurely-the regenes 
rate In theirfleepe and ſecuritie doe com- 
mit and beare with much vanitie,and mas 
ny finnes,they go ſmoothly away witnall. 
They 


) 
| 
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They are not in this (leepe ſo much grie- 
ued as they ought tobe when the Name of 
God is diſhoneured. Yet here is one ſpee 
ciall thing to be noted, that when ſhe was 
a {leepe,yct her heart was waking: what of 
that Or, what doth that ſhewvato vs? It 
ſheweth plainely jthatthertrue and liuely 
Faith, and the ſpirite of SanRtification are 
neuervtterly extingoiſhed, The worke 
of the Newe byrth can neuer bequite pus 
out : a molt ſinglar comfore. 

The Faithfull doo fall oftentimes into 
great ſecurity,negligenc they are in perfors 
ming holy dutyes: yea, they doo cems 
mit grieugus linnes(as Paxidin his fecurts 
tie did commit adultery and murther)bug 

et the heart waketh , there remayneth 
Api within,the ſleepe is not deadly: 
all Faith, all Loue, all Zeale is not gone, 
howſoeuer the Luſts ofthe Fleſh play their 
parte fora time. Thisdooth Saint John 
lainly teach, ſaying : Whoſoener i borne 


of God ſinmeth not, for his ſeede remaineth in 


himgueitber can hee ſinye, becauſe hee is borne 
of God. T.Fohn 3.verl.g, From hence 
it is that when the Church (leepeth, her 
heart waketh, that the ſeede of God doth 
remaine in her, And from hence ir 1s,that 
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ſhe not loſe the work of ſandifcation, 
that ſhe is born of GOD : who isimmor- 
tall and vnchangeable. And as itis wiit- 
ten, Emery branch that beareth fruite, be pur- 
gethythat it may beare more fruue, lohn 15, 
No fruitfull branch ſoall be cut off. Then let 
them go which with the papiſts would vp 
hold and maintaine that wicked opinion, 
that the true juſtifying Faith, & Santify- 
ing ſpirite, may be had and vtterly lolt, 
Well, thus hath the Bride in few words 
ſetforth inco what eſtate ſhee was fallen, 
and now ſhe ſetteth forth in the next place 
the great kindnes and Joue of her ſpoule, 
who ſeeketh to awake,and to raiſe her out 
of this daungerous ſleepe, Hee knockerh 
@:d be callerh, it is ({ayth ſhee) the veyce of 
my wel-beloued that knocketh, T heſe ſpec 
ches are viedin other places of the holie 
Scripture : forto the Church of the Lao- 
diceans, Which was neyther hote nor cold, 
the Lord [JESUS ſayth,Bchold I land at 
the dore and knocke,if any man will heare my 
woyce + wil ope the dere, I will ceme in wvato 
him,and will ſuppe wth himyand he with me. 
Reuel. 3. verſ.19, 20, Alſo heecalleth 
vppon the Church of Sarde to awake, to 
ſtrengthen the things that remaine which 
; are 
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grercady to dye, Rexelat: 3. verle 21 

This is the lingular kindnes of our Lord, 
to knock and call at the doreof our harts, 
co Waken vs, when weearefallen afleepe ; 
he will net looſe his beloued, whome hee 
hath bought ſo deare, This grear kind- 
nes of his, doth the Bride here ſet forth in 
theſe his ſpeeches : Oper vnto mee my Sifter, 
Py Lonuegny Doamwe;my wndefiled L for my bead 
6s full of deaw, and my locks with the arops of 
thenight, Firlt,he that is che rich treaſure 
of all felicitie,doth offer himſelfe to dwell 
in the heart : For, hee doth knocke,.and 
ſayeth : Open to mee ; what greater kind- 
nes can be ſhewed ? And molt happy are 
they which doe open vnto him. 

What is all the whole ſound of the GoCl. 
pell,but a knocking and a calling of the 
Lorde, to have vs open the-dojes of our 
hearts, fo let himin? And morke well, 
how the faichfull,euen in their (leepe, can 
tell that it is the voyce of ("HRIST, when 
hee doth knocke and call, . Hee faith Hy 
ſneepe heare my oyce, Tohn 10, 

Manje ſay they canot tell which is the 
Truech when they heareit,or which is the 
voyce and doftrine of Chrilt . For hyw 


ſhould they know, or how ſhould they 
| be 
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bee able co fudge? Doth noteuery ſet 
of falſeteachers boldly and conſtantly af- 
firme;that theirs is the doftrine of God ? 

Such as doe ſpeake thus,doe plain ly con» 
felle that they bee viterly voyde of Gods 
ſpirice, and of all grace, and that indeede 
they be not of his ſheepe,which heare and 
knowe his voyce : they bee not of his 
Church , which cuen jn her ſleepe doeth 
know hisyoyce. {f the Faithfull (as itis 
heere manifeſt) doc heare and knowethe 
voice ef Chrilt when they be afleepehow 
much more when they be awake? 

Then inthenext place , marke what 
kinde words he givech to his Church,and 
what honour he doth vouchſafe her ; For 
he calterh her hs Siſter, his Lone, his Done, 
his vndefiled. The Lord docth not flatter 
nor faine,for hee is Trueth ir ſelfe, he hath 
freely layde all this dignitie and honour 
vpon her,and made her thus precious, and 
_ deare vnto himſelfe. 

In the nextclauſe of his ſpeech which 
ſhereporteth, heedoth perſwade her to o- 
pen vnto him for this cauſe, that hee hath 
vnder-gone ſo much for her fake,his head 
is wet with deawgand his lockes with the 
droppes of the night, The {imilicudeis 

| drawnc 
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drawne from hence, as if a Louer ſhould 
gocfarre in the night, and indure much 
inconuenience to vilite his Spouſe for her 
ood, True it is, that the paines and for- 
rowes which Chrilt hath vnder. gone for 
his Spouſe,cannot be expretſed. _ 
And now marketo what <nd ſhe repors 
teth heere his kinde and louing ſpeeches, 
and the things which hee did vndergoe 
and indure for her fake, Surely,ſhe doth 
by this deepety accuſcher ſelfe,and aggras 
uate her offence,cuen bewayling it ; For 
the greater hisloueand kindh&$ 38,which 
he doth viter by his words,and the greater , 
inconueniences he doth vndergoe tor her 
ſakegthe more __—_ is her offence, the 
more grieuous is her her breach of qdutie, 
which ſhe openeth in the words that fol. 
low,when ſhe wouldinot open vnro him. 
Asif ſhe ſhould ſay: Ah wretchthat ] am, 
how great is my linne,that hebeing ſo ex- 
cecding kindeand louing vnto mee, and 
induring ſo harde thinges for my fake, .T 
ſhewed my felfe ſo vakindegand fo vndus 
tifull yhto bim 2 For beloued, we muſt 
needes in alf reaſon confelle this, that the 
greater the loucand kindnefſe of Chrilt is 
towards his Church,and the harder things 
he 
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hee hath gone through for her ſake, the 


more haynous is her offence in ſetting ſo 
light thereby, and in ſhewing herlſelfe vn- 
kindeand vndutifull cowards him, 

And now marke kow fhe ſhewed here 
ſelfe vnkinde and vndurifull : for ſhe lay- 
eth opca all tze matter, and confeſleth e= 
uen againſt her {eltc how 1t was. She was 
in the warime bed of fecuritie and carnall 
caſe, ſhee ts very loath for his fake to ariſe 
out of it, and therefore ſhee maketh theſe 
excuſes, I hawe put off my coate how (pall I 
put it on? I baue waſhed my feete z how ſhall 
4 ae file them. ? 

Wee may ealily vnderſtand theſe excu- 
ſesaccording to a litterall ſenſe : and vn- 
der thele two are ineante all the excuſes 
which the Fleſh dooth miniſter vnto the 
Faichfell, when they bee fallen into the 
{piricuall (leepe,and are layd downein the 
bed of ſecurity,toholde them fromriling 
Qutof it at the calling of Chriſt. Oh they 
bee a'number of excuſes which the Fleſh 
doth minilter in ſuch caſes, 

Is it reaſon that I ſhould ſo be diſeaſed? 
ſhall I forgoe ſuch and ſuch pleaſuresand 
commodities ? yea, ſhall I caſt my ſelfe 


Into fo grcat inconvenience and daunger? 
: I thinke 
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thinke the Church was neuer in greatter 
ſlumber and {ſ{ecuritic then it is now here 
in this land: peace & wealth hath wrought 
it, And let euery man enter into his own 
' conſcience,and ſee_what excuſes the Fleſh 
doeth miniſter to keepe him backe, at the 
daily knocking and calling of Chriſt to 0. 
pen the heart vato him, that there may be 
a ſound profellion of the Goſpell, Is there 
not a feare of this or that inconuenience, 
or harme that will follow ?2 Are wenot 
loathe to take any paines,or to forgoeany 
vaine delights and pleaſures : and is there 
not great colour of reaſon in all our ex- 
cuſes? And I pray you marke well,ſhe 
doth here make excuſes why ſhee could 
not ariſe to ler him in, but yer ſhe did not 
forſake him, He is {till her wel-beloued : 
For ſo ſhe ſaid, it ts the voce of my wel-belg- 
ved, How then ? why ſhe knoweth him, 
ſhe heareth him, ſhee louech him: but it is 
in ſuch a drowlte manner,as that ſhee will 
hold the world and him together. She wil 
not caſt her ſelf into peril nor forſake the 
vaine delights of the Fleſh for his ſake.) 

Beholde how ſtrong the remnants of 
ſinne be which remaine euen in the Faith- 


full and deare children of God. Whither 
ſhould 
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ſhould they fall , if the Lorde ſhould let 
them alone? Doethey not cuen refuſe ts 
open the doore of rheir heart vnto Chriſt 3 
Is not this a maruellous ynkindnelle, and 
doth it not deſerue ſharpe puniſhment? ; 
Surely we muſtneeds looke for it : if net 
in gcnerall {courges,yct in particular cor- 
recions and chaſtiſements, vppen thoſe 
which doeappertaine vnto the Lord, and 
whom he will raiſe out of their ſleepe.. 

Now let vs proceede ynto that which 
doth follow: Aly welbeloned put in his hand 
by the hole of the doore , and mine heart was 
affeftioned towardes him, The Church 
dealing tovnkindely,her ſpouſe will now 
withdraw himſelfeafter a ſorte from her, 
* but yethee will firſt Ieauethat behinde, 
that ſhall both raiſe her vp, to ſeeke after 
him,and ſupport her in her afflictions. 

This 1s his mercie,hee will nor ſuffer her 
to continue 1n that ſſeepe,which thee was 
fallen into : he will make her to ſec her of- 
fence,and repent for it: yea,ſhe ſhallſeeke 
him ſorrowing,and ſuffer great affliction, - 
hee withdrawing himſelfe after a ſort,that 
ſhe may take better heede to herſelfe here- 
after, and bee more carefull of her owne 
good, That ſhe fajeth, Hee put inhis hand 


at? 


atthe hole, and our Tranſlation addeth; of 
E 


the doore, it d »th rightly indeede expret 
the ſenſe. The Similitude is taken from 
hence,when a dore is locked, yet thereis 


| a Key-holegand fo here ; when the hearts 


of the faithfull be after a ſorte locked vp, 
& Chriſt tandeth at thedore of the heart, 
and calleth and knockethzyet they donet 
open vnto hiny,but make excuſcs, he doeth 
find ſome littlecreuice or hele,as threugh 
the dcre,to put in his hand, 

This Hard is the ſpirit of CHRIST; fer 
hee doth by his ſpine touch the very ins 
ward partes of her heart, And what fols 
loweth of that inward touch of his ſpiric? 
She t-lleth yee,when ſhe ſayeth, my heart 
was affelioned towards him. The wordes 
arethus,my bowels were moued towards 
him, Wheteby is meant, that allthe1ns 
ward affeAtions and powers of her minde, 
are moued with repentance, Now ſhe js 
gricued,and diſpleaſed with her ſelfe,now 
ſhelamenteth herowne foilie,that ſhe was 
{o vndutifull :'now her heart isagainerapt 
with the loue of him,now ſhee will enters 
caine him. 

Beholdehbere the power of Gods Spirit, 
what an alteration he maketh in I 

arre 
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farre hee changeth them from that which 
they were before 2 Downe gocth the pos 
wer of the Fleſh where he commeth. 

An example of it you may ſee in the Apo- 

{Hes of Chriſt : How weake were they 

and fearfull, at the crime of Chriltes ſuffe- 

ring? Peter himſelfe denyeth nis Maiſter 

at the voyce of a maide: but after the holy 

Gholt came downe vpon themzin the day 

of Penth:coft,of a companie of weake and 
trembling Lambs, they became ſo manie 
mighty Lyons, they feared not the whole 
world, So 1s it with all therrue children 
of the Church , they bee heuic and lum- 
piſh,and dull,when the fleſh hath a ſtroke, 
and beareth ſome ſway. Euery {mall thing 
is a let,& miniltreth ſome excuſe to keepe 
them backe : and the excules ſeeme to be 
reaſ5nable, But when the touch of the 
holy Spirite commeth,that Chrilt put in 
his hand ar the ho'!e of the dore,then there 
is a quicknes, a life and a moving : then 
nothing can let, butthey will ſeek Chriſt, 
Ir is then (beloued) athing molt neceſla. 
rie,that we continually begge of the Lord 
to giue vshis {pirit: for we canot conceiue 
what a wonderfull chaunge and alteration 
he will worke in vs, Heeputterh dow - 
tne 
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thefleſh;and raigneth with power, Wee 
remaine dull, ſlowe, fearcfull,weake and 
negligent, becauſe weereſtin our owne 
power very much, and do not inſtantly 
and continually craue the gifts of the ſpi- 
rit. But will ſome man ſay, dooth not 
Chrilt dwel always in the harts of the re» 
generate? And haye they net always the 
ſpirit of ſantification, How the isic aid, 
thac Chriſt knocketh and calleth to have 
chem open vnro him, and tolethimin, 
& they make excuſes,and refuſe. Or how 
3s it that he new toucheth them with - his 
fpirite which they had before? This is ealie 
co be anſwered for we mult note, that 
there be degrees of the meaſure of graces 
and gifts of the holy Ghoſt, The Apos 
{tles had the holy Ghoſt, and did belicue 
before Chrifts Aſcention ; but not in 
that meaſureafterward. So atfo the Lord 
Ieſus dwelleth in all che fairhfull, euen in 
thoſe which haue buttheleaſt ſpark of the 
true and liuely faith : but he knecketh to' 

haue them epen the dores of theirhearts 
wider, and to reccyue him after a more 
full manner, _ 
Lift up your beads ye gates ({>ith the Pro« 
phet)and be ye lift 2p yer everlaſting doores c 
R- and 
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and the King of glrry ſhall comein, Pal. 24. 
We mult {ſet the doresof our hearts wide 
open vnto Chriſt, that he may dwell and 
raigne in vs. | 

Let vs returne againe to the Spoule: 
behold what a working this hath in her), 
that Chrift putin his hand, See what a 
mouing followeth vpon her repentance : 
for ſhe (tayeth not inthe bare motions of 
the mind(as many haue ſome touch, and 
ſome motions,buc they vaniſh) but ſhee 
ariſeth to open the doorevnto her wel- 
beloued : It is not now grieuous vnto 
her to put on her coate. O quickring 
Spiriteofgrace,O happy touch with the 
finger of Chriſt, what ſhould become of 
vs, What ducties to our Lord God ſhould 
we pcrforme without him 2 And now 
marke whatfolloweth: My hands(ſayth 
ſhe) did 4roppe downe Myrrh,and my fingers 
pure Myrrhe vpen the handles of the barre: 
Intheſe wordes ſhee imagineth the gra- 
cesof hex welboued, Shee could touch 
nothing wich her hands, nor lay her fin- 
gers vpon nothing where hee had put in 
his hand, bur all did drop with imyrrhe, 
even with pure myr1he. For this is her 
mcauing, that her Welbeloued did 

but 
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but putin hishand, and yet he hadlefte 
euen by his touch ſuch abeundance of 
ſweet graces, thatwhereſocuer fhee tou- 
ch-eth,her hands droppe with the ſame : 
Whata wonderfull ſweet Sauiour is this ? 
And how happy are they whole hearts he 
doth thus touch? 

\When this heauenly pure Myrrhe in 
ſuch plency is put into rhe heart, all che 
affeftions are moued. The ſoule cannot 
but bewayle herfolly and vnkindnelle, 
ſhewedto ſo fiveet a Saujour. There can- 


not but follow: aloucza zeale; 2nd acare 


to performe all duties. The Lordexrend 
this mercy towards ys,cuen to put in. his 
hand atthe doore of our hard and dull 
hearts, -toleaue there this pure myrrhe, 
chat che hands and fingers of our ſoules 
may dreppe therewith, that ſo\wee may 
bee moued with greater and more ears 
neft affection to ſeeke the Lord,then hi= 
therto wee haue. If hee let ys alone;whe- 
ther will our fleſh carrie v3? how deepe'& 
dangerous will our (leepe be that weare 
fallen into ? The fruits of the fleſh which 
ſogrieuouſly breake forth, euen in the 
forwardeft profeſſors of the Goſpell, doc 


manifeftly bewray that weeare fallen a, 
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flcepe.The Lord hath called, & doth cons 
tinue calling, & knocking at the dores of 
our harts, but we arefull of. excuſes.Some 
aregitien to worldly delights and plea- 
fures. Othersareſct ſoypongathering & 
heaping vp riches, that they cannot open 
vnto Chrilt. 

It followeth in the Text, / opened vn» 
tomy welbeloned: but my welbeloued was 
gone andpaſtes This is (trange, that hee 
calleth and knocketh when ſhee was a 
ſleepezandlay in her bed, and now when 
ſhee is riſen out of her bed,and doth open 
the doore to let him in, hee withdraweth 
himſelfe and will not bee ſeene, Her vn- 
kind dealing did deſerue this. But doth 
this proceede from loue in him that 
hee doth withdraw himſelfe, Hee hath 
juſt cauſe to be difpleaſed,and fo to with. 
draw himſelfe : but yet he doth it euen of 
purpoſe forher good, and that of a fingu- 
larloue. But ſeeing Chriſt doth dwell 
alwayesin the faichfull, how cannot it be 
fayde, that he doth withdraw himſelfe out 
of their light, eſpecially when hee hath 
made their hands to droppe with myrrh. 
This is out of doubt, - that the Lord is 
foractimes preſent in the ſoules = the 

aith- 
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faithfull,and yet to their thinking heſee = 
meth to be abſent. He dorh ſupport them 
and yet they hauenot that lively and coy 
fortable feeling ofhis preſence, which 
they wifh,and which ſomtimes they had. 
Then the heart is troubled, then they 
mourne, then they ſecke and cal 
after him: for ſhee ſayeth : Afine heart 
was gone when he did ſpeake, 1 ſought him, 

but 1 could not finde him, 1 called him, but 
he anſwered me not. 

- . Alasnowckhe is afraid, that her vynkind 
dealiag ſhould. cauſe himto forſake her x 
Now the openecth'the doores of her heart 
to let himIn, ſhe ſeeketh him,and calleth 
after him, bur he willnot be found. Who 
is able to expreſle the gricfe and forrowe 
that the.godly foule hath, when there is 
a deepe remorſe for finne, and ſhee ſee. 
keth to feele the conſolation of Chriſt , 


and he hidech himſelfefrom her, T rueirt 


is, that the ſoule could not repent, thee: 
could not open the dooreto receiue him 
in: ſhee could not ſo carneſtly ſecke 
and call after him, vnleſſethat he were 
preſent, and did worke theſe things in 
her : Forall theſethings proceede from 
hisgrace : but yet hee doth ſeeme to bee 
abſcnt, "M.3 | Let: 
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Let not this ſeem {traunge, when as the 
_ glorious Godhead,ynited tothe manhood 
in CHRIST, was not ſeparates trom the 
fame, when hee did hang vpon the crolle, 
but did as it-were retayne, or not{ſhewe 
forth the-power, that the ſaine '//{anbeod 
might ſuffer the puniſhmet that is due to 
ſiane,and ſo make ſatisfaftion,and yet; he 
cryed out," My God, my God, why haſt thou 
forſaken mee ? Shall not we then take itin 
Tome fortthat he forſaketh vs,cue when he 
yet is preſent? But yet herEagaine will be 
demaunded, how that which s ſpoken in 
this place,agreeth with the promiſerwhich 
is made,Secke ard finde,&& 6, ſeeing here is 
no mention for Il vehement calling after 
him,that ſhe doth finde him # yeagtill ſhe 
goeth on,and it is not ſaide that ſhe found 
him. I an{wer,that here is indeed a rnoft 
vehement ſceking,& nothing ſaid that ſhe 
found him, bur yer in the beginning of 
the next chapter,ſhee ſayeth, Hee was gone 
downe mto his Garden, Then ſhee percey- 
ueth at the laſt that hee is preſent with her, 
and there indeede ſhee gloryeth of him. 
How commeth this to patſle ? Surely, he 
entreth in when the doreis opened;thegh 
ſhe do nor perceive it. | 
T his 
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This is the Doctrine which I gather, 
which I would make plaine vnto you ; 
that when the Faithfull Soule is moued 
with earneſt repentance, and doth ſeeke 
and crye after the Lord Ieſus Chriſt, and 
ſeemeth not te finde him, yet ſhee docth - 
finde him, | 
Chriſt dooth notenter in ſo fully and ' 
at once, that thee dooth perceyue it, and 
yetin the end, ſhe finderh that he is come 
to his garden, She findeth thather riling 
out of her fleepe,and from her Bed,her o- 
peaing the doore, ſeekingand calling af. 
ter him, were not invaine. . This (belo- 
ucd) ought greatly to ericourage vs,that 
when we ſeeke and cannot perceyue that 
we finde, not to giue ouer : For doubtles 
in the end weſhall well perceyue that our 
ſeeking , and our ſorrowiog after him, 
hath bin to goed purpoſe. 
; Mapy ſceke,and becauſe they find not 
euen according to their delircat the firſt, 
they fayntand giue ouer : but we mult re- 
member that Chriltis very precious,and if 
with long and great ſeeking,we finde that 
we haue gotten euen ſome little holdefor 
to retain him with vs,it is much. Togaine 
but alittle in Heauenly things,cuen with 
R 4 very 
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very greatlabour and traucll is much. 
And now to the laſt verſe which I did 
reade 8 The Watch-men that went about the 
Citrie found mee they (mate :e,aud wounded 
ce: the Watch-men of the walles tooke away 
wy vailefromme, | 
2renow ſheereporterh what grieuous 
calamitic and effilition came yppon her. 
The Warch-men fornd her, and what doe 
they? Her wordes are plaine , that they 
mote her,aud worded ber, and tooke away 
her vaile. For vader theſe ſpeeches ſhe ſet- 
teth forth a yery great affliction that light 
vpon herzas it ſhal appeare,zif we do marke 
the circumſtances well in all things. 
Firſt,her conſcience accuſeth her how 
vnakindely ſhee hath dealt towards Chrilt, 
who hath withdrawne himſelfe worthily 
for the fame. Then next, her protector 
hiding away himſelfe, What a feare is it 
vnto a tender Virgin in the Night, to fall 
into the handes of rough and churliſh fel. 
lowes? yea,when they be highly diſplea- 
ſed with her as it appeareth they are: For 
they-beate her, and that gricuouſly, for 
they doe wound her, 
Oh what acruelty is this, what ſauage men 
are theſe? Yea,marke further who they be. 
They 


CERES - mmm - * 


Song of Salomon, 249 
They'bethe Watchmen, euen they that 
of all others ſhould chiefly defende and 
comfort her : For, the watch-menare the 
ſhepheards,the paſtors and teachers, 

The Prophets of God doe complaine of 
the wicked prieſts in the time of che Law, 
how they did afflitthe godly, And how 
great are the calamityes which the {incere 
profcilors of the Goſpell haue ſuffered a 
long time] may fay many hundred yeers, 
at the hands ef the proud 'Romiſh prelats? 
whatis the cauſethat they be ſodiſpleaſed? | 
Surely, becauſe ſhee ſecketh after Ehrilt, 
They will beare with any ciſorder fauing 
that. They be proudzthey be:-popous,they 
bedelicatezthey be blinde,eucn like to rhe 
blinde Pharilies. If any ryot ar excetle be 
committed,theſe Watchmen be goud fel- 
lowes : but'if tthey ſecke Chriſt , that is 
intollerable,thatis co their diſgrace, vpon 
ſuch they fall,chey beate & wound them. 
And as the mother of all heere corplay- 
neth,they take away her vaile, For virgins 
to haue a vayle, it was for modeltic and 
chaſtitie,and ſo it was an honour. They 
doe defaceand diſhonour her all that they 
can : for they will make as though ſhee 
were an Harlor, | 


They 
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They tearme them that ſeeke Chriſt 
Heretikes, Schiſmatikes, aad fantaſti- 
call, They lay allthe molt vile reproa- 
ches vpen them which they can deuiſe. 
Let it not then trouble vs whenit com- 
meth to palle, that thoſe which haue the 
office and place to teachthe Church, doe 
beateand woundand diſgrace her. 
Did not the Builders refuſe 
. Chriſt himſelfe the head 
corner ſtone? What 
maruel the,;thogh 
they beate his 
ſeruats? thus 
eh much for 
4 this time, 
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CHAP. V, 


- I charge you O daughters of I eruſalem , 
if you finde my Welbeleued, that you rell higs 
that I am ſicke of lone. 

8 0 fayreſt among women, what is th 2 
beloued more then another welhelcued, what 
is thy Welbeloued more the another loner that 
thou aoeſt ſo chnrge v5? | 

9 My welbeloned is white XF ruddie; -7 
the chu ſt of ten thouſand. 

10 Hitheads as fine pold, his lothys CY = 
led,and blacke as a raucn. 

11 His ezes are like doyes vpos: the riacrs 
of waters which are waſht with milke,and re- 
maine by the full veſſels. 

12 Hircheekes are as a bedof ſpices, \and 
as ſweete flowers,and his lippes lire lllies drop- 
ping downe pare myrrhe, 

13 Hes hands like rings of golde,(ct with 
ehe C kryſelue ; bis beth like white, [norie » 


coutred 
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Comered with Saphires. 
14 His tegges are as of pillars of Marble 


ſet pon ſockets of fine golde, hit countenance 


4s Lebavon, excellent as the ( eaars. 

15 His month is as ſweet thingszard he ts 
wholy delelable, 1his is my welbeloned, this is 
wy Lonuer,O daughters of Teruſalems, 

16 O the fayreſt among women,whether is 
1by welbeloned gone, whether is thy welbelo= 
wedturned aſide, that we way ſecke him w#h 
thee, 

17 My welbeloned 1 gone aowne into kis 


gardengs the beds of ſpices,that be may feede 


wn the gardens,and gather the Lillies. 
a 
SETS? N the former parte of 
X: Ii this Chapter,we haue 
JE ſeen how the Brides 


he for the ſame vnkindnes Qid hide him- 
ſelfe from her, ſhee ſeeketh after him,6: 
falleth into the hands ofthe Watchmen , 
even 
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even into the' hands of proud Prelates , 
and falſe Paſtors, which dealt very cru= 
eſly wich her, they did nor kill her, fer 
God will notſ{uffer his Church to beroos 
ted out. | | 
Nay,you ſhall ſee, that they did not 
with all their rough tyranny ſo much as 
once dauntor diſcourage her from ſecs 
king after Chriſt, They beate her, they 
wounded her, and tooke away her vailes 
doth ſhenow fhrinke for feare, or dooth 
ſhee hide her kead,and giue ouer ſeeking 2 
Noverily,fhee gocth on in her ſearch, & 
is more vehementthen before : when the 
fleſh had preuayled to caſt herintoaſleepe 
choſe ſeemed great and waighty reaſons 
to withhold her: 7 bawe put off my caaty 
and I baue waſhed my feete For how(lay- 
cth ſhee) ſpall I prt it 0,4ud bow ſpall I 
fonle them? | 
Chriſt ſeemeth to require that at, her 
hands which was without all reaſon, but 
after ke had touched her inwardly with 
his ſpirite, ſheſayth not, I haue ſought 
him,& by ſeeking hauebin beate, woun. 
ded and diſpgraced,how ſhall I ſeeke him 
any longer ? There is now a fire kindled 
in her whichnonc can quench, the fleſh 
now 
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with all the excuſes which it can make, 
is put downe. 

The faithfull doe neuer loue Chriſt, 
nor ſceke after him wich more burning, 
zcale then in time of hote perſecution. All 
experience hath taught thisfrom time to 
tiine. Andthe practiſe of the Spouſe doth 
here fully ſhewit. It was to this end & 
purpoſe that he putin his hand at thc hole 

of th dore, and I-tr that ſweet Myrrhe 
with which her fingers did droppe. The 
truth is, that in thoſe times of calamity , 
the Lord ſeemeth to hide himſelfe away , 
and to be diſpleaſed for the linnes ofhis 
people,yea cucnto beefarrefrom them: 
but yet by that inward touch, by putting 
in his hand he is very neere vnito them: he 
doth ſupport and comfort them moſt 
mightily, _ | 

| Letvs therefore come to her Words, 
out of which theſerhings are to bee gathe- 
red, Ichargeyou O daughters of Iernſalem 
&'e. She doth heerelaya [traight charge 
againevpon her companions: for her 
werds are, Ibinde you with an oath, or 
I doe cauſe you to ſweare. This ſheweth 
greatvehemency, as it ſhallalſo appeare 
by their anſwer. Now for the matter of 

Ts, her 
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her charge, thus 1t Randeth, If you finde my 
welbeloned what will you tell him that I am 
: ficke of loue? The manner of her ſpeech , 
that ſhee ſayeth, What will you tell him? 
And then addeth, That 1am ſickeof lone, 
doth ſhew-a moſt vehemer paſſion,Forin 
deed the wordes are not vitered toſay, If 
ou find my beloued, tel him, but what 
will you tell him? This demaunding the 
queſtion.fheweth that her loue did ſo aps 
peare, that they mult needs if they wiltell 
_ any thingytell him chat ſheis ſicke of 
one; 

Thiz is exceedinggreatloue, that ſhee 
commeth to be loue (icke, If the fleſh 
had borne ſway, that would haue reafo- 
ned after another ſort, as thus: I opened 
thedore, and he withdrew himſelfe, and 
by that occafien I haue ſuffered great ca- 
lamity, cherefore I haue ſmall cauſe to 
loue him, ſecing hee doth hide himſclte 

from mezand cauſe me to bethus ſtruckse 
and wounded,why ſhould I ſet my heart 
vpon him? The fleſh I ſay, would minis 
ſter ſuch kind ofreaſon, but the faichfull 
arenot ledde by the wiſdom of the fleſh , 
but by the heavenly ſpirite which teach- 
cth them the more they ſuffer for Ch my 

che 
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the moreto loue him, Thisisa thing pal 
ſing all humane reaſonythar the Bride has 
ving fallen into ſs great affliction by ſee- 
king after her Bridegroome;is thereupon 
licke of loue. 
Thefaithfullindeed reioycein affliQi. 
ons, itis an honour vnto them to ſuffer 
for Chriſt, and the more they ſuffer for 
his fake, he doth fo (trengthen them,and 
{o worke in them,that the more they loue 
him, There is more zeale and moreernclt 
praier to God among the faithfull, in the 
times ofafflition and perſecution;then in 
the time ef proſperity and worldly peace: 
| for then commonly men doc growe ſe» 
CUrc. 
| Thus bauing heard what the Spouſe 
| fayth to the daughters of Jeruſalem Let vs 
now ſee what anſwer they do make: O 
thon fayreſt among women what is thy Welbe« 
loued mare then awther welbeloned, what is 
Ehy welbeloued mere chen another lower, that 
| thou doeſt ſo charge wi? Fir(t of all wee 
may obſcruchere,that theſe daughters of 
Tcrufalem doe behold and acknowledge 
| a great beauty in the Spouſe, that they cal |] 
| her the fayreſt among women. Such as | 
| be goodly to behold,ii they fallinto afffi- 
Ction, 
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Aion, that-maketh thera to ſeeme baſe and 
and contemptible. The Church then bes 
ing beaten'and wounded by the Watch. 
men,and her vaile takenfrom her,becing 
(T fay) thus diſhonouired and difgrated : 
what beaurie could they behold in her? 

- -Afﬀfictions do make baſeand contem- 
ptible to the outward ſhew : but the beau- 
tie of the: Church is notoutwards, in the 
thinges of this life, but infpirituall ornas 
ments, which'are notdiminiſhed or dim- 
med by affli os, but do tliE'in deed ſhine 
brighteſt of all, For , inthe times of che 
' preatelt perſecutions, when the godly are 
impriſoned, racked, and tormented, you 
ſhall behold their ſtedfalt Faith, their fer- 
vent zeale, their patience;their contempt 
of this world, with many other vertues ; 
for which thedaughters of Terifalem, e- 
ben che weaker forte, which arehotas yet 
fully come to Chriſt, doe commend the 
Spouſe to bee the fayreſt among(t Wo. 
men, Ts hen | Fl | 
->Doubtles, the very I yrants and perſe- 
cutors themſelues;are ſometimes conſirai- 
ned to wonder at the glorie of the Faich, 
and patience of the Martyrs, . 

"Fhen in rhenext place, wee may note, 

S how 
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how theſe daughters of [crufalem,doe as it 
were wonder why ſhe is ſo carneſt in ſee- 

»king her well-bcloued, that ſhee dooth ſo 
charge them withan Oathe, to tellfhem 
thar ſheis licke of louc : and hereyppon 
they enquire and aske her what thereis in 
him more then in another well-beloued : 
For,if there bee not an excellenciein bim 
aboue all others,why ſhould ſhe be foves 
hement m ſecking him ? 

We do account it a vanitie to be yehes 
ment in ſeeking that whichis little worth, 
Heere is ayery ſpeciall thing to be obſers 
ued : and that is, that the carncft ſecking 
of the Faithfull after Chriſt, is a meane to 
tyrrevp others to enquire whathee is , or 
what there is in him, | 

Reaſon doth leade men thus farre,when 
they ſeethat nothreatnings,no bonds, no 
tortyres, nor ſufferings can preuayle, but 
thatthe Faichfull do become more carne(t 
in ſeeking Chrilt,to ſay within themſclnes 
out of all doubt there is ſome greatthing 
that carryeth theſe men: itis no ſmall be- 
nefite for which they will endureall theſe 
thinge. Heereypon they begin tocnquire 
what Chri't is : What 3s thy well-beloned(fay 
they )more then another wel-belaned,Oh thou 


faye 
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fayreſt among women : What is thy wel-belo- 
wed, more then another Loxer,that tho doeff 
ſo charge vs? TY 

Heere is one great ftep towardes Eter- 
nall life, when men doo begin to enquire 
after the Lorde Icſus Chrilt, and are deſj- 
rous to knowe what his benehits and gra- 
ces be. Where we may note,what a good 
thing it is to be zealous and ecarnelt in the 
brefGon of the Gaſpell, and in ſeeking. 
the Lorde Ieſuz Chriſt. Oh it winneth 
foules ; for ic cauſeth ſuch as had little res 
gard,to enter into the conlideration what 
CHRIST is, when they {ee others ſo car« 
neſtly benr,and cannot be driven back by 
no meanes from ſeeking after him. And 
when there is a coldnes, eſpecially in the 
miniſters of the Goſpell,fo that they ſeeke 
moreearneltly after the things of chis life, 
then taey doe, to ſ{etyp the Kingdome of 
God : Dooth it not as it were heate into 
the heads of the jgnorant and fmpler fort, 
that the Goſpell is a thing ofno very greac 
price? For,if it were worth the while,if ic 
ſhould bring ſuch felicitic,weuld not che 
Teachers themſelucs ſermoreby ir, then 
by thetranſitory things of this life 2 

What is this but to lay ſtumbling _— 
S Z C- 
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before thelame, and to cauſethe blindeto 
gocout of theyr way, which thing God 
doth accurſe in the Law? Woe be ynta 
them therefore, who ought to be moſt xea- 
lous of all others in forſaking this worlde, 
and ſecking after Chriſt,that by their zcale 
they might ſtyrrevp ſuch as know not the 


Lord,tocnquire what the matter is about 


which they be {o vehement : and they be 
ſo cold that way,and ſo ſtudious fer this 
world;that they driue them. backe, 
Beloued, know this alſo,that whoſoe- 
ue he be;though meane in the world, that 


in ſimplicitie and finglenes of heart, with 


carneſt zeale ioyned with meeknetle doth 
ſeeke the Lordzhee ſhall be a meancs, yea, 
eucn an happie inſtrument , to winne 0- 
thers. 

Let vs proceede : The Daughters of 
Ierufalem demaund , What is thy Wel-be- 
loned , more then an other Well-beloued ? 
And herevpon ſhee deſcribeth him vnto 
them. 

Firſt, before weeenter into the cxa- 
mination of the particulars , wee may 
conlider in generall , how that ſhee ſet- 
teth foorth here the Riches, the Dignitic, 
the Glorie, and Beautic of Chriſt, 

This 
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This is the office of the Church co pub- 
liſh Chriſt crucified. And now moſt wil- 
lingly ſhe deoth it, when the daughters of 
leruſalem are fo inquilitiue for to knowe 
him. 

Shee deſcribeth himar large,tothe end 
that it may appeare there is good cauſeto 
mooue her ſo carneltly to ſeeke him, and 
that it may be knowne what a rich jewell 
they obtaine chat doe finde him, Moreo- 
uer,doe you not ſee here that it 155not per- 
ſecution chat: can {toppe the mouth of the 
Church,or make her keepe lilence,but ſhe 
will publiſh and} lay open the glorie , and 
the praiſe of her Well-beloned, 
 Qh how che cruell enemyes do ſtorme, 
how they gnaſh theirTeeth,how they fret 
and rage? when the ſincere and holy do- 
Arine of Chriſt,is publiſhed,which doeth 
lay opeEthe rich sreaſures of his grace, that 
in him there isall fullnes of good things, 
to make men happie : and yet for theyr 
furie;the faithfull ſeruants of the Lord will. 
not be lilent,but deſcribe him and paynte 
him forth. True it is,when Chriſt is ear- 
 neltly ſought , and when his graces are 
chroughly layde open, it docth difpleaſe 
prowde Heretikes, which ſtand to main- 
S 3 taine 
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taine their owne doftrine and wicked 
gtors. Alſo the gloling hypocrites which 
boaſt of theirowne meritcs, and glory in 
themſelues cannot abide it. Yea ſuch as 
haue made their belly cheir god,that mind 
Earthly chings are angry, becauſe it 1s a 
great rebuke vnto thetn,that Chriſt being 
ſo excellent, they preferre the world be- 
fore him. They wou!d faine ſeeme good 


being altogether worlely: and when itis 


made manifeſt chat they make a blinde 
and a wicked choyce in ſetting much by . 
the world;and fo little by Chriſt, it doth 
diſgrace them. But how ſoeuer they doe 
take it,the holy Church deſcribeth Chriſt 
And in the fir{tplace ſhee ſpeaketh of his 
colourand compleQion,ſaying, My wel- 
belonedis white and ruddy. Theſe tWO co- 
lours together doe ſhew a right excellent 
conſtitution of body, and alſoavery per- 
fect beauty, 

The Lord is goodly and glerious,hee 
is ſtrong,and ſhall remaine for euer in per- 
fe health. Yea he is ſoexcellent, that ſhe 
ſayth, Heis the chiefeof ten tbouſand, Or as 
the very words are, Hes the Standard bea- 
yer of ten thouſend. Hedoth indeed very 
far excellall creatures whatſocuer, even 

mea 


Song of Salomon, — 263 
men and Angels: and therefore ſhe ſay- 
eth, Heeis enen 4s the Standard bearer of 


ten thouſand, 


Then comming to the ſcuecrall partes 
ſhee ſayeth, That his head is as fine golde + 
T wo names ofgold indecd archere vied: 
che firſt ef them (ignifying fine golde ; 
the other, gold thart ispurified, Hereby 
ſhee ſetteth forth haw excellent, how glo- 
rious,howrich and ſhining the heade of ' 
Chrilt is, For among earthly thinges , 
what is comparable to the fine geld? If 
there bea purpoſe to lignifie omewhat by 
Euery part of the body, then by the head 
of Chrilt we may vnderſtand the Deity, 
1 would hane youtohnow (layth S.,Panl) 
that Chrift is the head of enery manythat the 
wian is the head of the woman, and that God 
i the head of Chriſt, 1.Cor.11.v, Zo Bur 
I doe not hold it necellory to entrprete 
cuery part,as ſignifying ſomewhat, but 
onely this, that the Spouſe deſcribing 
Chriſt, maketh her deſcription according 
ro the parts ofthe naturall body of man , 
to the end,that it may be knowne that he 
is wholly,and altogether beautifull, de- 
leAable and precious, It was accoun- 
ted beautifull ina young man to have 

S. 4 black 
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 Pheyremaine vpon tis fulnes, 


blacke haire,and thercfore ſhe ſayeth, His 
locks are curled and blacke as a. awer. 
But what, ſhall we take it, thathere is any 
allowanceof that Ruffion like wearing of 
long hayre , which is vcd in theſe dayes ? 
No verily : For the Nazarites, which ac- 
cording to the lawe of God did weare 
long haire, did weare it after a molt graue 
and ſober manner. 

Io the nexr place ſhee doeth praiſe his 


Eycs,laying : His Eyes are.as Dones wppou 


the riners of waters ; Or thus more plain- 
Iy, His Eyes are as the eyes of Dewes, which 
are beſidethe riners of waters. _ 

Theeyes of the Doue(as it hath bin ſaid 
before)is a beautytull eye, chaſte and lin- 
gle, Torhe Doues therefore ſhe likeneth 
the eyes of her Spouſe. And to ſet out a 
further clearencile and beautie in them : 
Here is mention of chaſe doues,which,are 
by theriuers of cleare waters, as the doues 
doe delight, 

Then further ſhe ſayeth, They be maſhed 
with mitke : (this is for a further brightnes) 
en4remaine(as our Tranſlation f(aich )by the 
Fullweſſels. Thereis no ſpeech of vellels in 
the Hebr: text: but thus the words do {tad 
And herewe 
- mult 
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mult know that the word whichhe vſech, 
which may be called F«/zes,lignifieth the 
hollow place in which a precious [tone js 
ſet, for the precious ſtones ſet vpon rings, 
or in rowes vpon the Ephod,had their ho 
low places in which they were cunningly 
ſer,and ſo were called {tones of fulnes, bes 
cauſe they did in ſo fit fort fill their hol- 


low places. . Vantothis ſhee likeneth che 


eyes of her Spouſe, {yying : Thatthey re- 
waine Vpon the fulnes o that 1s,they doo like 
precious ſtenes that are ſet moſt cunning 
ly Gill their hollow places, 

This isa ſpeciall commendation of the 
Eyes in man or, woman, For,it the Eyes 
do ſtand forth too much,itisa'deforimitie, 
asif we vie tofay, goggle-eyed,and like- 
wile if they be ſunke in ſo deepe;that they 
be then,as we vic to tearmethem;hollow 
eyed. The Bride-groome is neyther of 
theſe : his-pure Eyes are as precious [tones 
that are ficly ſerin their places. le follgw- 
eth : His cheekes are ke a bed of Spices, and 
as ſmeete Flower s. | | 

Touchingthe latter clauſe, the word is 
tranflated Flowers,doth viually Gonitie tos 
wers : butit hath bin taker here for lows 
ers that grow vp in the beas of ſpices. If we 
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ſhould expound rhe words then after the 
viuall ſignification,wee ſhould fay as the 
Towers of thoſe which make {ſweet oint- 
ments, but wee may more hitly take them 
tobe the growne plants of thoſe that 
deale with ſpices and ſweete ointments , 
ſeeing the proper -—_ of the 
Word, is ofgreatnelle. : 
Hislippes are like Lilies, aropping down 

prre Myrrhe. The Lillies are faire and 
ſweet of themſelues,vnto thoſe ſhee coms 
parcth his lippes, adding moreouer, ;that 
they droppe pure Myrrhe, This is to 
bee referred ynto that holy and heauenly 
word,which proceedeth outofhis mouth 
In the commendation of his Church, 
Chriſt ſayde, that her lips aid droppe as the 
honey combe, and now ſhee ſayeth, That 
bis tippes age droppe pure 1 Myrrhe. It is the 
ſame word which proceedeth from the 
mouth of either of them,bur not after the 
ſame manner * for it hath proceeded from 
him as from the author thereof, it is his 
owne;it hath the high and ſoueraigne au- 
thority from him, The Church doth vt- 
_ ter it notas her own, but as hauing recet« 
uced it from him. True it is,that his lipps 
do drop pure mycrhe onely to his you 
| or 
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for the reprobate do cauſe by their obſtis 
nacy, thatthis word which commeth out of : 
' bis mouth, « unto ther 4s a ſharpe ſword, by 
which they are ſlame: yea it is a te that doth | 
> burue them wp, it dooth wexe and torment 
them, Reu.11.Looke therefore vnto thy | 
| ſelfe, ifthe Word ofthe Lord bee ſweete | 

and precious vntotheec, euen as the pure 
? myrrhe: if thou takethy ioy and ſolace 
inic,asthe Prophet reporteth of himſelfe, 
\jn Pal. 2 19. then art thou a childe of the ' 
Church. The light and power of the 
heauenly word dooth dwell in thee, and 
4 thoudoecſtobeyit, But ifit be bitter vns 
to thee, becauſe it .diſcloſeth the foule 
wickednelle of thy hart,ifit torment thee 
that chou cznlt not abideto heareit, but 
as it is written, Thou ſayeſt to the Pro- 
phets: Propheſie wnto vs pleaſant things : 
then wofull is thine eſtate, for thou loueſt 
darknefſe more then light, becauſe thy 
workes beeuill, It isa necetlary thing that 
euery one looke well into this matter, 
The nextis, that ſhe ſayeth, Hes hand: 
are like rings of gold, ſet with Chryſolyte. It 
way bee thus taken, that vpon hands are 
rings of gold, ſet with Chryſolice, The 
matter hath beene, andis to wearerin ger 
O 
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of golde,which are {et with goodly preci- | 
ousſtones. The difference is not grear, | 
whether way weetzke it ; eyther that his F 
Hands are like thoſe rings of golde,or that '| 
they be ſo adorned with them. This is the 
ſenſe thatall is rich and ſhining. Thelike 
fenſe there is in the next words : His Belly 
#5 like white [uory, coxered with Saphyrs: for 
theſe thinges are both beautifull and pre» 
cious. 

It followeth, His Leg ges are @5 pillars of 
Marble ſet wpon ſockets of fine golde us conn- 
tenance as Lebanom,excellent as the( ears. 
Heere isa fitrepreſcntation of his legs, by 
pillars of marble, and {et yppon ſockets of 
fine golde,and of his ſtature, that hee isto 
lookevppon,as the Cedars of Lebanon * 
Forl do take it manifelt, chat the counte- 
naunce is to bee referred to his whole (ta. 
ture. For,it is as it ſhould befſaid,looke vp- 
on him,and he is of ſtature goodly & tall, 
euen like ynto the high Cedars of Leba- 
non. His mouth is as ſwegte things, and 
he is wholly deleRable. 

Very well wee may take the wordes 
thus : The roofe of his mouth is moſte 
fweete. Az if weſhould ſay, there com- 
meth nothing out of his nzouch,bur thzr 

; wich 
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which 1s Grams. Yea , ſhee will not 
ſtand to proſecute every parte, but addeth 
a generall commendation ; That hee is 
wholly deleQtablc,or molt to bedelired. 
From toppe totoeghee is glorious and ex- 
celleat. Wherefore having thus deſcri= 
bed him, fhee concludech with an excla- 
mation. This is my welbeloued, and this is my 
Lomer,Oh daughters of Teruſalem-. 

Having ſuch a Louer asthis whomeſhe 
hath deſcribed : Hath ſhenot good cauſe 
to ſreke after him 2 yea, cuen to be ſicke 
of loue for him 2 

This glorie, theſe Riches, this ſweetnes 
of CHRIST is hidden from theworld,and 
this is the reaſon why men doe not lang 
afrer him, Moſt admirable it is,that ſuch 
treaſures of Eternall life and happines arc 
propounded in the Goſpell, and the fame 
fo lightly eſteemed. Bur doubtlefſe men 
cannot efteeme that they ſeenor. 

The god of this Warld (faych Saint Paul) | 
bath blinded the mindes of Uh: infdets leaſt 
the light of the Gaſpetl of the glory of Chriſt, 
ſhould fame wnto them, who 1s the _— of 
Ged, 2. Corinth: 4. ver. 4. 

The Gofpcli dooth ſhine moR clewe 
and bright, the Chnrch as wee ſee heere, 
pub- 
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publiſheth,and painteth ouc Chriſt Teſug 
ce bee molt precious : but the Divell is ſo 
greata Lord in the world, heehath ſuch 
power, he beareth ſuch ſway, and wor- 
kech with ſuch efficacie in the heartes of 
men, that very few dec beheld the light, 
very fewe are brought thus farrezas to cm» 
brace the ſauing health of the Lord. 

Oh, how wretched is the ſtate of mans 
kinde,that ſuch a Redeemer becing publi- 
ſhed,cannot be brought toembrace him, 
But the Spouſe doth well,fhe gacth on in 
performing her office : ſhe doth not one- 
ly ſeeke after him, ecuen ſicke with Loue, 
and will net with any cruelty bediſmays- 
ed,but alſo publiſheth and proclaimeth o - 

nly,what manner of one he is : ſhedeſs 
cribeth his Riches and hisglorie, eyen,to 
this ende, that ſuch as doo not yet know 
him, may be moued to ſecke kim,and to 
enjoy his benefites. 

Now, whereas ſhee hath thug deſcri- 
bed her wel-beloued : let vs ſee what cfs 
fet it worketh , For this appeareth by 
the next wordes, which beetheſe : Whs- 
ther is thy Well heloued gone, Oh thow fayreſt 
among womeu?Whither is thy welbeloned tur- 


f:ed aſide, that wee may ſecke bim with thee ? 
The 


» The Daughters of Ieruſalem hearing 
that hee is ſo; goodly a perſon, are (tyrre, 
vppe , andenflamed with a deſire to ſeeke 
him : This is che cffe& which her ſpeech 
in commendation of Chrilt wrought, 
And this is a fingular effect, and ſuch as 
indeed isto be reckoned among the chicfe 
ations vnder heauen that are wrought by 
men, Far yif we do regard it firſt, 1nreſs 
ped of the Lord, what a worthy thing is 
It toſpread the glory of CHRIST? And 
then if weereſpe& men, whar a worke of 
charitieds it to drawe men into the way of 
Saluation? Here may the miniſters of the 
Goſpell learne whatitheir chiefe dutie is 2 
for that which doerh draw men chiefly to 
loue,and to ſeeke after Chriſt, that is their 
chiefe worke : there arethey to cmploy all 
their chiefe force. And you may ſee here 
that itis thedeſcribing of Chrift,cuen the 
opening and diſplaying of che rich Treas 
ſures & graces which bein him that draws 
eth men to ſeeke him, Whowill ſeeke 
that which hee knowethnot? And wha 
will not ſceke after a precious jewell ? 
Beholdetherefore , how the holy Apo= 
{Ules, cuen Pau! and the reſt, doo paynte 
out Chrilt erucitied ? They doo lay open 
| in 
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and teachers to bee plenteous in publiſh. | 


courſe of this Song. 
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in hinithat we ſhall findea remedie forall | 
our miſeryes. Then are all true paftors | 


ing,and mainifeſting the graces and Hea- | 
uenly bleſſings that be in the Lord Ieſus. | 
For bo ſhallthey drawe men<effeRually to | 
Tong after him,and ro ſeeke him. ' |} 
Here is adeſfcription made by the. Spouſe, | 
as wee hane ſeene, bur all vader an Alle- | 
gorie, for that is according to the whole 


Let the minifters of God lay open all 
things as plainly as may be :; for that ſhall 
comfort the hatts'ef the ſimple. Let them 
declare how that hee is made untewyr of God, 
Wiſedome, Righteouſnes, Sanilification, and 
Reaemption. 1. Cor: 1, Let them open how 
be was made the curſe of the Law,Galat: 4: 
Yea,how hee made him [rune for vs,that knew 
20 (inne, that wee in himmiobt bee made the 
Rib teouſnes of God, 2. Cor. Go 

For theſe'things being laid open,men 
will conet with the Apoſtle, Philip. 3. to 
befound in him;even as weſee how theſe 
daughtersof Terufalem do now earneſtly | 
enquire whether he is gone,that they may 
{eeke him, - And 53a well, how they 
ſ2y no: fimpliefeekehim ; but, that wee * 
may 
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may ſeeke him, with thee. This is che 


right way to ſecke him indeedegchis is the 
oncly way to finde him, when anie doe 
ſeeke Chriſt with the Charch, 

You haue many heretikes,and ſchiſma- 
tikes, which hautag cometo ſome knows 
ledge of Chriſt, growe into a pride and 
diſdayne to ſeeke him with the Church, 
{catter,and will needs feeke him by them- 
ſelues. But here is their reward,they find 
the diueli ; they finde no: Chriſt. Let vs 
learn hereto enquire for him of che ſpouſe 
and co-fſceke him with hier, for fo it is ſaid, 
'T hat wernay ſecke him with thee, 

And ſcenow what followeth-: Fors 
the Church maketh anſwer, and telleth 
them where they ſhall ſeeke him. Her 
wordsare the beginninguf the nextchap- 
ter, but moarerightly they areto beadded 
ro this chapter. And thus they be: My 
well-beloued is gone downe into his Garden to 
the beds of Jpices,that he raay feed inthe Gar« 
dens,and gather the Lyllizr. I amsr2y welbes 
loneds & my wil belizcd is minezwho feedeth 
among the Lylles, Here we may obſerve di- | 
uers Points, as firſt chat ſhee celleth them 
Chriſt 1: jn his garden among the ſweet Spices 
& deleF15!e fire that is to faygbe ir mn bis 
T earch, 
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Charch. If they wil find him,there he is to. 
be found,8& not any were elſe: ſecondly, 
iis apparant, that althogh Chriſt do afcer | 
a ſorte withdrawe himſelfe , ſo that the | 
Church in 2reac afflition doth ſeeke him | 
forrowings, yeriſhee knoweth that he is 
with her. The Faithfull do feele Chriſt 
preſent, but they doe notfeele him in{that 
meaſure which they de wiſh, If it were 
not ſo,how could the Spouſeſo crye out 
after him in ſeeking, and yet*tell chem 
that hee is in the garden ? 
Here is the conſolation iof the Faith 
full;that howſocuer the Lord dooth ſeme 
to withdraw and hide himſelf away from 
them for atime, yet they be {ure hee can- 
notforſake his Churchzand they ſhall find 
him, And for this cauſe, yee ſee how ſhe 
gloryeth in the next words,of that com- 
munion that. is betweene her and Chriſt : 
I am ({ayeth ſhe) my welbetoueds,and he 
is mine , that feedeth among the Lyllyes. 'If 
ſheebe his, if ſhee wholly deuote herſelfe 
to liuevnto him,andto ſet forth his glory: 
(for the Faichful are ſo to be Conſecrated 
vnto him in ſoule and body, as to liuevn- 
to him) and on the other ſide,it hee with 
all his richesand gloric be hers,as with aſs 
. | ſurance 
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ſurance of Faith ſke dothglorie,then how 


he Be hallbods him? Yea,ſhe 


hath found him, for the Lord a enter 
in, to all chat open vnto-himz albeeit in _ 
their calamityes-kee ſeemethto hauc hid. / 
den himſelfe. 

Oh, what @-mcaſure hath, that Soule, 
which with.a-true and lively Faith can 
fay,l amthe Lords, andthe Lord is mine; 


he feedeth 2jmeng the Lyllics,he wil feede 


me wich all ſweeethings- : ._ . 

Let vsmakeit our wholeGadpeccoms 
to this +: For , hee that vath __ HRIST, ; 
hath all. 


* _ ws 'Y * » oi 4 Do 
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The eleventh Sermon. 
CHAP. vI. 


I. Thouart  fagre my Loney. as Tireal, 
comely as Jeruſalem, terrible: an Armey 
"ow : OY | 

T. Turne away thine eyes from me,fortthey 
ouer-come mee : thine haire is like @ flocke of 
Goates, which looke downe from Gilead. 

3« Thy teeth are like a flocke of ſheepywhieh 
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out twinnes and none is barren among thens; 

4+ Thy temples are within thy leckes, a4 4 
pieceof a Pomegranate. | 

5. There ars three-ſcore Dweenes , and | 
lf fonre-ſcore Concubines, and of the; Damſellt || 
itt ' without number, _ | 
ql | 6. But my Dowels alowe, and my wndefs+ 
Y || E ted, fhee ur the onely danghter of ber Mother, | 
[| & ſu0 is deare to bevy that bare her:the dawgho | | 
gers hate ſcene her, audconmed ber bleſſed, e- 
i 'T wen the Dueenes andthe concubines, and they 
[| bane praiſed bers | 
| 6, Who is fhee that looketh foorth as the 
Zorning , faire as the Moone , pure as | 
the Sunne , terrible as au eArmey with 
Banners ? 

8. I went downetethe parden of Nattes, 
#0 ſee tht fruits of the valley;to ſer if the Vine 
buddcd and if the Pomegranates flourifped, 

9. 1 knew nothing, my ſoule ſet mee as the 
FE... cbariots of my Noble peoples ; 

10, Returne,returue, Ob Shulamite : re- | 
| terne, retwrne, that wee may beholde thee, | 
| What ſhall you ſee in the Shulamite;but as the | 


companie of an Armey ? 
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| | fx] fo in the next , the 
IB bf Lord [ E $SU $ docth 
Ft ) p Qp give very great & {fin- 
goT Sa) 2 gular commendationg 

—2 ry} vnto hisdeere Spouſe, 
ES ERz S7 cclifying his louc and 
 harcy affection towards 
| ” her, Having praiſed her greatlyin the 
fourth Chapter, ic may bee demaunded, 
why he doth it againe after the fame man- 
ner , and in diucrs things with the ſame 
words ? Indeed thismay be demaunded, 
leaſt wee!might imagine that here were a 


tedious and a needleile repetition. 
The truth is,that this commendation is 
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» | notſuperfluous,but cometh very fitly for 
5 | the conſolation of cheSpouſe, For you 
| þ have ccnein the beginning of the former 
e | Chapter,whacafault ſhe committedghow 


vnkindely ſhe dealt with Chriſh,how ke 
- | (as difpleaſed)withdrew himlſelfe, fo that 
| ſhefell into greataffiion. She hath be. 

| wayled her offence, ſhe hath ſought after 

her ſarrowing : And now leaſt it mighe. 
| ſeeme that ſhe had by her linne, loſtchac 
' her former beautic and commendgations, 
yea , leaſtthere might ſeeme to,remaine. 
RE 
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ſome blot, or that his former liking were: 
diminiſhed,hee doth gjue her the ſame,or 
rather greater commendation the before. 
This in general is the cauſe why the Lord 
doth againe commend his Church. = 
And here we beholde the great kinde- 
nes of the Lord Teſus Chriſt, who docth 
quite forger all offences comitted againſt 
him,as if they had neuerbin, He doecth 
not ſo much as once ypbraide his Spouſe 
with her vnkinde dealing, doubtlelle the 
faichfull hauing felt and rafted how ſweet 
the Lord is, becing made partakers of his 
great benefites, when they bee ouertaken 
with the Fleſh, and doo fall into vnduty- 
fulnes towards Chiſlt,are much diſmayed, 
fearing that now they cannot bee beauty- 
full and deare in his tight. Now they haue 
deformedthemſclues,how ſhould he loue 
them ? Heere is therefore a ſpeciall com- 
fort miniſtred, that they hauing lamented 
and bewayled their offences, ſecking after 
him with an earneſt deſire, travelling and 


heauy loaden, heedoothrefreſh them,hee | 


doth'embrace thety, hee doth loue them, 
hee doth commend them, and delight in 
themzcuen as if they had never dealt euill 


. towards him, 


es What | 
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What a {weete Lorde is this? What a 
gracious Redeemer haue wee? Can any 
rongueexprefle the riches of his Grace? 
Or, who is able any way to ſet forth the 
bountifulnes of thisLord « This oug 
not te encouragevs to doeuill, that hee 
quite,forgetterh all gur offencc,as if they 
| had never bin done : when wee repent, 
and turnevnto him bewayling our tranf 
grefſions,and thirſ(ting for his grace ; For, 
ſhall his kindnes increaſe our vakindnes ? - 
Shall his Loue cauſe ys to hate hiin ? 
Shall his well-doings towardes vs bee an 
occaſion that we ſhould diſhonour him 2? 
For what elſe doe all they that are embols 
ned to finne,but-diſhonor him, hate him, 
and ſhewe vnkindenetle vnto him ? 
Nay,his exceeding louec and kindnes mult 
worke another effect in vs, and that is,to 
loue him with a vehement loue : For,doth 
not loue requireloue againe : and is not 
kindnes to be rendred vnte kindnes ? 
Take holdeof this beloued, let it net 
depart away from you, the Lord is kinde 
and mercifull,hee is bounteous and long- 
ſuffering, hee.doth receyue poore linners 
that repent: therfore let vs with our whole 
hart Ieuc himylet vs honour & obey hin- 
T 4 Let 


_ 
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Let it not come neare vs, that his good 
nes ſhould make vs ncvught: I ſpeake it, Þ 
becauſe there bee many , who when they | 
heare that Chriſt is {5 ready to forgiue, do F 
even boldly commit 2'l manner of wick» 
ednes: for they hope of pardon. This is a 
molt vile thing , athing abhomiazble, for 
they do abuſe the graces of God, to their 
greater condeaation, for the holy Apoſtle 
vrging & requiring that men which pro- 
felle Chrilt,ſhould adorn the doftine of 
God our Sauiour, by their godly dzedes, 
addeth this golden ſentence: faying, For 
the grace of god hath appeared, which &rmge 
eth [aluation unto all men,tcaching 211, tot 
denying ongodtineſſe and worldly teſts , 512 
ſrould line ſoberly and wnſily, and godly 11 1/558 
preſent world : Tit. 2, verle 11.12. If the 
_ of God hath appeared co this ende, 

ow farre bee chey out of the right way, 
which take occaſion thereby to continue 
in fnne? but ler vsomic theſe, and come 
to the words of our text. * 

T hou art faire 1y loue os Tirza, comely as 
deruſalcm, terrible as an army with banners. 
Theſe were two goodly Cities , Tirza, 
and ITeruſilem, and vnto theſe for beau— 

ty and comlins, the Bride grome doth 

CO:N- 
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comparchisloue. And in the next clauſe 
he commendeth her terrible fortitude in 
batcell, In thefirſt Chapter he doth liken 
her to a troupe of horſcs in the Chariots 
of Pharaoh, She is ftrongand prompres 
the batt.ile, And here commending her 
for che ſame thingzhe ſaith, rbar be 55 ters 
r:ble as an' army with banzers, But vnto 
whome Is her fortitude and valure thus 
terrible Surely, euen ynto 'all her foes, 
bur eſpecially vnro the infernall powers, 
for hauing put on the whole armor of 
God, ſhe{tandeth in the ſpiritual battaile, 
ſhe reſiiteth and putteth diuels co flight, 
Thus we ſee, why he faith ſhe is terribleas 
anariny with banners : an army that is 
{trong and marcheth with banners or ens 
ſignes 1s very terrible totheir adverſaries 
to dchold: euen ſo is the ſpouſe vnto the 
wholearmies of divels: But here we mult 
ob{erue, that the faithfull ſoule hath not 
this force of her ſclfe butis ſtrong and ters 
rible in the mighty power of God.” And 
Saint Pax/teacheth that we /tard in that tv- 
wincible power of his, by putting on the whole 
armoxr of God. Ephel. 6, The Church of 
Rome hath tnracd allthis into an outs 
ward ſhew, yea cuen into a ridiculous 
MOC- 
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Let it not come neareys, that his good 
nes ſhould make vs ncvght: I ſpeake it, 


becauſe therebee many , who when they 


heare that Chriſt is ſo ready to forgiue, do 
even boldly commit a'l manner of wick» 

ednes: for they hope of pardon. This is a 

molt vile thing , athing abhomiazble, for 

they do abuſe the graces of God, to their 
greater condeaation, for the holy Apoſtle 
vrging & requiring that men which pro- 

felle Ghril,fould adorn the doctrine of 
God our Sauiour, by their godly deeges, 
addeth this golden ſentence: faying, Fr 
the grace of god hath appeared, which &r1:ge 
eth [aluation unto all men,tcaching 41, tot 
denying vngodtineſſe and worldly lſts, +2 
ſhould line ſoberly and inſily, and godly 11/15 
preſent world : Tit. 2, verſe 11.12. If the 
__ of God hath appeared to this ende, 

ow f:rre bee they outof the right way, 

which take occaſion thereby to continue 
in fnne? but let vsomic theſe, and come 
to the words of our texe. 

Thou art faire 219 laue os Tixza, comely as 
leruſalem, terrible as an army with banners. 
Theſe were two goodly Cities , Tirza, 
and Teruſalem, and vnto theſe for beau— 
ty and camlin*s, the Bride grome doth 

COm- 
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comparchisloue. And in the next clauſe 
he commendeth her terrible fortitude in 
batcell, In thefirſt Chapter ke doth liken 
her to a troupe of horſcs in the Chariots 
of Pharaoh, She is ffrongand prompces 
the bact.ile, And here commending her 
for che ſame thing,he ſaith, ther ſhe 35 ter- 
1:ble as an' army with banners, But vnto 
whome tis her fortitude and valure thus 
terrible? Surely, even ynto 'all her focs, 
but eipectally vnto the infernall powers, 
for hautng pur on the whole armor of 
God, ſhe {tandeth in the ſpiricuall battaile, 
ſhe reliſteth and putteth diuels co flight, 
Thus we ſee, why he ſaith ſhe is terribleag 
anariny with banners + an army that is 
{trong and marcheth with banners or ens 
ſignes, Is very terribletotheir aduerſaries 
to vchold: euen ſo is the ſpouſe vnto the 
wholearmies of divels: But here we mull 
ob{crue , that the faithfull ſoule hath not 
this force of her ſelfe butis ſtrong and ters 
rible in the mighty power of God. And 
Saint Pau/teacheth that we ſtand is that 1v- 
wincibl: power of his, by putting ou the whole 
armoxr of God, Ephel. 6, The Church of 
Rome hath tnracd a!lthis into an outs 
ward ſhew, yea cucn into a ridiculous 
moc- 
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mockery. For whercas the true Church, 


militant gocth thus armed to the battaile, 
and.is indeede,through the mighty pows- 
er of God, tertible cuen as an army with 


banners: they takeaway the word of God, || 
and'ſo depriue them of all the whole ar. | 


mor of God, and inſtead thereof, goe 
marching in proceſſion with great high 


banners vpon poles, as if the diuell were | 


to be fought againſt, or feared with ſuch 
a ſhew,. 
| . Thenitis added in the text: Twrne 4- 
way thine eyes from me,for they onercome me. 
In the fourth Chapter hee vied. another 
{peech,bur to the ſame effe : for whe he 
aid, thar ſhe pluckt away his heart, with 
one of hereyes, or that ſhe had with the 
beauty,ſimplicity and chaſtity of her eyes 
even wonne his heart, it expre{leth a molt 
vehement affeftion of loue rowards her. 
Euen ſfo.in this place the beauty of her 
eyes docth affeRt him in maruclous man- 
ner, The ſence is very plaine, but the 
Phraſe of ſpeecch is not fo plaine : and 
therefore taken divers wayes. For ſome 
do take itthathedoth not fay, turne away 
thine eyes from me- but turne thine eyes 
towards mc, For Chriſt dothnot moe 
bo enat 
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thatthe Church ſhould turne the eyes of 
her faith from him. And then the other 
clauſe they doe expound thus, that they 
may lift me yp, that is, with conſolation, 
This doeth highly commend the glorious 
beauty of faith and molt true it is, as 
Chrilt ſaid before: My Done that dwelleft 
in the clift of the rocks m my hollow place of the 
ſtares, ſhew me thy face, make mee to heare 
thy voce, Fc, So heare Itis not his mea- 
ning, but char ſhee ſhould turne her eyes 
towards him, and not turne them awa 
fromhim : but yet ſurely (as I take it) che 
words are to be tranſlated thus,Tarne thine 
ejes from me, for they onercome me, Itisa 
kind of ſpeech that Toth in the highe{tſort 
that can be, expretſe how much the beaus 
ty ofher eyes doth delight him, For euen 
as ſhe ſaid ſhe was licke of loue, fo he faith 
rhar he 1s, as It were ouercome With loue, 
Doubtlelle there is not any way toex» 
preile a greater liking. Is the beauty then 
andtheglory of faich (for that Is the eye, 
or rather the eyes of the ſoule) fo excels 
lent intheeyes of the Lord, and ſhall not 
we labour to obtaine fo precious a gift ? 
O bceloued, the more ſtedfaſtly wee tru(t 
in the Lord: the more acceptable it is vn- 
0p) 
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to him, the more wee doe glorific him, | 
Did he not cuen wonder at the faith of the | 


Cananiciſh woman, ſaying: O women || 


gree 5 thy faith, be it nts thee enen as thou | 
defireft? Math, 15. And alſo Icſus mar- 
uelled at the faich of the Eenturion, 
Luk. 7. Letvsnotharkento the blaſphe- 
mousvoyceofthe Papilts, which affirme Þ| 
thatit is arrogancy and wicked preſump- 
tion for mcn to aſſure themſelues of the 
fagourof Chriſt: and that ic is humility to 
be alwaycs in doubt. Indeede becauſe 
thcir faith is repoſedin their owne works 
and merires, they may right well ftandin 
doubt: butallthatreſt inthe promiſes of 
G OD, cuen in his free mercy in Chriſt, 
what cauſe is therethat theyſhould doubt? 
Is God vncrue of his promiſe? Yeaall they 
which will not belieue bur doubt, doe 
make God a [yar, r. Iohn 5, which is 
blaſphemous, | 
Itfolloweth : Thive haire ic like « flocks 

of Geates which looke downe to © Mount Gio 
lead. Thy tecth are like 4 flock of ſheepe, 
- which go vp from the waſting, which encry 
one bring out twinnes, and none ie barren a- 
wang them, Thy temples are within thy locks 
as apeace of a Pomegranate. | ioyneall theſe 

| | OSes 
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together, becauſe we had theta before in 


! Chap. 4+ andin thevery ſame words,ons 


ly one word excepted, and that is, that he 
likeneth her teeth heere, as the word is in 
this place, to a flock of ewes: andin chap, 
4. he callechthem a flocke of _ big- 
neſſe, or asit were cut of equall ſtature 
and proportion. I neede nor ſtand heere 
againe in expolition, butonly thus much 
the Lord will haue his Church co knew, 
thatvpon her repentance, her fault is for- 
gotte,he doth not,nor wil not ſomuch as 
once vpbraid her therwith. This kindnes 
of our Lord ought wetoimitatc, which is 
no caliething ynrto fleſh and bleud. For 


: Tet a man ſhew vnkindneſle and doe innus 


ry vnto men, they will not forget it v 
readily,they will Juickly oxtnndy; "nd 
calt each other in the teeth. Therefore 
here is a great vertue to be imitared. 

In the words thatfollow, there is yet a 
further and a more ample declaration of 
the glorious beauty and rich decking af 
the Church. The firſt part of the words 
are thus: There are threeſcore Dneenes, and 


foureſcore Concnbines, and virgins without 


»ember, We regde that King Salowonhad 
ſeucn hundred Queencs, and three _ 
r 
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dred Concubines, 1, King 11. 3, If 
theſe be the wiues and Concubines of Sas | 
lomon; which ate heere menrioned, then | 
he wrote this ſong before he did come to | 
that former excesfive number, . Bu- ie ſte. } 
meth to-me thathe doth not ſpe#keof Sa- | 
lomons Queencsand concubines, but ag 
if ace ſhould ſay, ket there bee threeſcore 
Qureenes and foreſcorsconcubines, and 
Virgins without number, Or thus, how- 
ſotuer it be that there bemany Queencs, 
and many concubines, with an infinite 
- number of virgins, Queenes arc of great 
dignity , they bee attyred with _ 
things. And the Kingsin old time hadal- 
ſo beltde their Queenes, . Concubines: 2 
theſe were beautifull and 1n rich attire,ac- 
cordingto:the gloryiof Princes. Then als 
fo the -Queenes {(asit is the manner) had 
theit maidens of honour to-attend ypon 
them,andlikewife virgins did waite vpon 
the Concubines ; ſo thac here is a ver 
greatthumberof beautifull damſels;which 
are alſo in goodly attire, Then ina word, 
to come to the matter, thus itts, if the 
Lord ſhould ſay, ſet all the goedly 
Queenes and Concubines of the great 
Kings and Princesofthe world, wit a 
tne 


the companie of their Virgines together, 
ie 18 a onliythemthere is glotieybcautie, 
and richesgbut yet they are nothing com- 
parable ro my:Loutgher beauticand glo» 
ric, farre excelleth; themall z For , you 
ſec how he:addeth i the next verſe, bar 
2y doue is alone; How is ſhealone? Sheis 
alone, or ſhie'is onely beautifull, rich,and 
honorable. The birth, or the honour 
couching the parentage of Queenes, the . 
beauty and decking of Concubines' and 
virgins, is great and highly eſtcemed in 
the eyes of the world : but ic is not com- 
parable ro the honor, beauty, and rich or- 
naments of my doue, of my vndefiled,ſhe 
Randeth alonein all excellency. Alltheſe 
-Qyeencz and goodly women come not 


 nighherin any thing,ſhe is wichout peere, 


Forletvs conſider cuery particular, Icis 
a thing of great account in the-world to 
bethe daughters of mighty Princes, to be 
the wiues and .concubines of Kings: but 
what is the dignity of this their birth, if 
you dveccompare it with the dignicy and 
honour ofthe. birth of che Church? Ir is 
a ſpiricuall birth, yea the faithfull bee all 
borne of God, Then looke how the 
Lord God farre excelleth in honour the 
Kings 
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Kings oftheearth, ſo his children excell | 
their children, bur they cannot giue vnto | 
chem the honour of this Heauenly byrth, | 
the Charch only hath it,and.therefore he | 
faich,ſhe is theonely daughter of her moy | 
ther,dearevnto her that bare her, or as the 
word is,pure to her that broght her forth, 
This it is, /ernſalem(a5 S. Paul fairh)whichis 
fro aboxe, which s mother of vs all, ſhe is mo- 
cher of the whole church vpon earth:& ſhe 
is Mother vnto none elſe. All that be her 
children,bethechildren ofthe molt High. | 
Thus we ſee how for dignity and honour | 
in birth,ſhe farreexcelleth all che Queenes 
in the worlds Then if wereſpc beautic 
and rich ornaments,what is all che beautic 
of the Queenes,the concubines,and.may- 
densof Honour,and all their gorgicus ats 
tyreand icwells,compared with hey ſpiri- 
evall ornaments and beautic,euen therich 
graces of theholy Ghoſt, by which ſhee is | 
comly in thecycs of God ? Behold how 
honourable,and how beautifull chey be in 
the cycs ef God, which are rich in Faith. | 
And albeieour blind nature is ſtick,as it is . | 
much moued with the pope and glitte- | 
ring ſhewof the world,and cinot ſeeinto 
theglorie & riches of Faith : or with what | 
| good- 
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yoodly ornaments it decketh the ſoule;eſ- 
pecially in poor men, which arc in baſe e- 
th, | ftate:yet it pleaſeth God ſomtime to make 
he | the great ones in the world even ro wons 
Oo! | derat the beautie and plorie of his church: 
ne # And therefote itis added , the daughters | 
h. | haueſeen her,and counted her blefſed;the | 
s | Queens and concubines,and they praiſed 
p- | her. Then as I fay,ſometimes the Lords 
he # people, the Lords Nation,hath bin ſo ho- 
er | noured by God herein the world, even 
h. | inthe (fight of mengthat the very Heathen 
ir | nations haueconfelled that they were hap 
es | pic, God had done great things for them, 
Ie Þ And marke the order heerevſed for their 
ie | praiſe: For he ſaith firlt,chat the Daughters 
y- | ſaw her, and counted her Bleſſed. | 
ts Theſe be the virgins thathee ſpake of, 
ti- | whch are withoutnumber. Theſe virgins 
h | do much behold the beauty of the quees 
is | andconcubines: yeazthey looke alſo vpen 
W their owne rich Attire, and they account | | 
n theſe great things,bur ſo ſoon as euer they 

. | behold her,ſhe ſodimmeth all their beau- 

Is .} tie and glory, ſo that they ſer their Eyes 

2- | vpon her,and pronounce her bleſſed, 

o | Yeazthe Queensand the concubines alſo 

at | which glory in theirown pompe and dig-. 

|. V nitte 
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nitie,do extoll her. For in the next yerſe 
the ſpeech of their wonderment at her, is 
thus exprelled, ho ist his that looketh forth 
as the Morning, fayre as the WMoonegpnre as 
the Sunne,_terrible as an Armey with Ban- | 
mers? Here befoure things,by which(as | 
youſee) they commend her wonderfull | 
beautic. The firſt is the Morning,for they 
wondering , demaund:: Who is this that Þ 
looketh foorth as the Morning 2: x 

| It is a moſt goodly light to ſce how the 
bright Morning ſpreadeth forth : And 
alſo the - Moone, which is the ſeconde, 
when it.1s.cieare,ſheweth a great beauty in 
the night. But the brightnes and puritie 
of the Sunne,vnto which they liken herin 
the third placezis farre beyond all. 

And then in the laſt place,they fay that 
ſhe is terrible as an Armey with banners; 
This terror as wenoted before, is chiefly 
to the infernall ſpirites,euen the Diuells,a- 
ganſt whom ſheisarmed with the whole 
armour of Cod: bur yet theſe alſs, doe 
acknowl:dge 2 terrour and a Maieſtie. 

They that are conuerſant in reading the 
ho!y Scriptures can tell, that Ged hath 
ſaqdrytimes greatly magnified his church 
m the eyes of che worlde. 

Now 
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Now ler vs conlider the whole matter 
to our ewne comfort. How good is our 
eſtate;how well 1s it with vs :even when 
wee be poore,and. baſe, and 'miſerablein 
the world,if wee beof this number? We 
are not Kings ,we are not Queens, we are 
not great Lords we are not Ladyes,wee 
arenot in wealth, nor in pleaſures: Let vs 
never in murmuring forte thinke that the 
Lord hath dealt more hardly with vs, be- 
cauſe hee hath not giuen vs theſe: butler 
vsconſider that hegiuethvs the greater,e. 
uen the things which excell all the glorie 
of this world. Yea,and let Quecns and 
great Ladyes learne heere, that their grea. 
teſt glorie is not in their parenrage,in their 
beautiegriches,and ornaments, butif they 
be the true children of the church,if they 
be regenerare,cuen born of Gad,and dec- 


| kedwiththe giftes and graces of the holie 


Ghoſt; let them, T ſay, learne if they wil 
be wiſe, to eſteeme this heauenly byrth, 
theſe ſpitiruall treaſures and beauty aboue 
all other. Wehold it great follie,euen in 
Kings and Queenes, andin a'l the great 
Lordes and Ladyes,if they ſoltand vpen 
the honour of their byrth, and doe ſo glo. 
rie in their worldly pomp and riches, and 
2 are 
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are ſocrowned in earthly pleafures,as they 
thinke not vppon, nor efteeme the dignis 
ticof theſpirituall byrth, but ſet light by 
the Heauenly ornaments $ becauſc in fo 
dooing , they cſtcemevery drofle aboue 
the pure Gold. 

How then can we beexcuſed ? which 
having but cuen as it were droppes, yea, 


\ butthe ſcrapser crummesof theſe world 


ly things, wherewith Kings and Queenes 
abound,do yet ſo eſteem thera, as that we 
leoke not after thoſe great things, which 
are beſtowed vpon the Church: for,we e- 
fteeme cuen the drofſeof drofſe,aboue all, 
Let thereforethis great prayle , which the 
Lord giucth to his Spouſe, that ſet all the 
Queenes and Honvurable-women in the 
world togecther,their dignitie,beautie,and 
rich Ornaments, are nothing vnto hers, 
mouevs to ſceke to be of that Sacietie. 

Is not this a worthic thing to be/conſides 


red? Is it nota lingular comfort,thar there 


1s more dignitic,more honoar, more true 
glory and riches in the ſoule of one poore 
man or woman;that hath thetrue & liue- 
lieFaithof Chriſt, then there is in all the 
Kings:nd Queenes of the Earth? It may 
ke obicfed, that the gloric of the Kings Is 
grea- 
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greater then the glory of the Queenes: 
. 4 ſeeing the \ pb dooth CI ro 
commend the dignity and beautie of hig 
Spoule by compariſon, why doeth hee 
not compare her with the higheſt z For 
anſwerto this, you muſt note that the 
Cizurch is brought in vnder the [perſon 
of a woman, and therefore ſhe is compa. 
rcd with women. 

:* Asa Quecene ſhee. is compared with 
other Queenes, and ſhee ſtandeth alone 
inher glory, Alſo: this is to bee vnder- 
{tood, that by: the Queenes and Concu- 
bines, and Virgins, are meant the Nati- 
ons kingdems & prouinces with alltheir 
lory.z whereby you may ſce that the 
Fioheſ glory ef Kings and Princes is 
comprehended, Wee willproceed: Z 
went downe to the garden of Nuts, to ſee 
the ſruwes of the walley, to ſee if the Pine 
budded,and if the Pome-granates flouriſhed, 
1 knew not, my ſoule ſet #ze a5 the ((hariots of 
my noble people. 

Hitherto, a2 you haue ſcene, in this 
Chapter, Chrift hath highly cemmended 
his Church, to this endas I noted vnte 
you,that he had quite forgotten her vn- 
kind dealing towards him,and thatthere 
; TY > 
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rewayned no blot ofher offence, but all 
is waſhed away vpon- her hearty repens 
pentance,and earnelt ſeeking after him. 


Yet he withdrew himſelfe at the time of | 


Eervnkind dealing : but not for any loa- 
thing, but for another purpoſe, as. heere 
now he mentioneth.. For this is our of 
doubt, that the Lord doeth here ſpeake 
to comfort his Spouſe, and not to mens» 
tion any thing to vpbraid her withall, He 
maketh mention ofa going downe vnto 
her, hee ſpeaketh of a timepaſt, cuen that 
time which is mentioned in the former 
Chapter,when he found her a (leepe:The 
_ Church iscalled a Garden, / went 4vwii to 
thegarden;layth he. And heere it is trans 
ſlated,the garden of nuts: beeing Igene- 
rally ſotaken by the Hebrew Rabbines, 
The word which they take to lignihe the 
nut,is not found elſwhere in all theſcrip- 
tures. And ſurely it ſeemeth a ftraunge 
manner of ſpeech to ſay, I went down to 
rhe garden of nuts : and then mentioneth 
not that he went to ſee che nut-trees, but 
co ſeethe fruits of the valley, whether the 
vine did budde, or Pomeoranates flouri- 
ſhed. They doe butguetſe that the word 
Mould lignific eyther nut, or nut tree, Tr 

is 


_ — p gpm new ot MATE hs L. 
lg Io TT vn 


AY If v7 nr 
2 WR CSI 10 4 -— _— 
TE Iau $50 Ray ret Ls 


Song of Salomon. 291 
isfarre more fitte to take it thus, ] went 
downe tothe dreſſed garden. For Egox. 
which is taken to bee the nut, may be de— 
rived of gazaz, which ſignifierh to cut'or 
to ſhare. And ſo as 1 fayde, it ſeemeth 
mol? fitte to take it thus: I went downe 
into the drefled garden.For by this ſpeech 
may bee vnderſtood all the colt and laber 
which the Lord beftowed vpon hisvine- 
yard, by the hands of his feruantsthe pro- 
phetsand Apoſtles, and by the Miniſte- 
ry ofall ather faichfull teachers. Looke 
where planting, watering, drefſing,and al 
manner of labour and coſt is 5 YH 
there fruites are expected : and therefore 
itfolloweth, that the Lord went downe 
to this his garden, to ſec the fruites ofthe 
valley, to FM ifthe vine budded,and if the 
Pomec-granates flouriſhed. Now heere 
the Spoule faulted: for fhee was fallen in- 
to ſ:cuiity, and did' net bring forth fruits 
anſ{werable vnto ſo great graces as were 
beſtowed vpon her. 

Wee mult needes confetle this, that 
where much hath beene beſtowed, much 
is required * and yet the faithfulll often» 
times which haue had great teaching,dat- 
ly admonitiogs, and many giftes of the 

| V4 holy 
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holy Ghoſt, doe faile chus farre,rhat their 

fruites are but ſlender. og. 
Many complaints of this you ſhall find 


in the Prophets and great afflitions for 


the ſame. Andhere the Lord ſayeth, / 
aid net know, What did hee not know? 
Not ſuch a flouriſhing of the plantes as 
ought to haue beene. And here as it ſecs 
meth,now after her repentancezthe ſpeech 


is mittigeted, leaſt he ſhould ſecme to 


charge herouer ſeucrely, For ameng me 
things are ſometime, which when they do 
not flatly deny to hauc beene, they fay 
they knew not. But dothnot Chriſthere 
vpbraid his Church ? Noverily, but hee 
mentioneth her fault,to this ende that ſhe 
may bee comforted, by knowing to what 
end hee ſeemed to depart after he had rat- 
ſed her out of her (kcepe., His affection is 
great towards her, which doth cauſe him 
to ſceke her ſpeedy repentance. Hee de- 
parteth away moſt ſwiftly,as he ſayth: Ly 
ſoule ſet me wpon the chariot s of my noble peo- 
ple : or as the word doth {ignifie, of my 
franke or willing people, The, willingnes of 
the mindecarrieth one ſpeedily. Thus it 
is chen, asif a Lover ſhould make all haft 
to fetch his friendes and companions to 
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2ccompahie him to meete his Spouſe,and 


 tobcholdeher comelinelle and beauty in 


ſeeking to come vnto him, In the church 
when ſhee hath offended, and doth re- 
pPent, there isa great glory of God ſette 
foorth,and a right iayfull ſpeRacle to the 
holy Angels of heaven, which doe re- 
ioyce when linners are conuetted to the 
Lord. | | 
'  Thereforein the next words hecal- 
lethvpen her toreturne. Why had ſhee 
not returned ? had ſhee not ſoughthim z 
confefling and bewayling her offence : 

es: Hedoth notvtter this ſpeech vnte 

er now : Retarne, returne, O Shulamite 1 
returne, returne, that wee may looke pon 
thee: for what needed this ychement cal- 
ing of her to repentance now,when ſhee 
,had focarneſtly ſought him? But he men- 
tioneth how he called vpon her,when ſhe 
refuſed to open vntohim. Sheeis called 
the Shulamite of leruſalem, which was 
called Shalem, the name beeing deriued 
from peace : forthe Church is at peace 
with God. He ſayde, Returye, returne, 
and wee will leoke pm thee. Euen hee 
with his companions. And then to (firre 
vp the ſame his companions to —_— 

© 
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the beauty and glory of her comming, he 
fayeth: What fball youſeoin the Shulamite 
and addeth , «5 the company of t Macha: 

The word lignificth the companies or || 
tents of two armies that meet. When Jas | 

coh returned from Laban, as you may | 
reade,Gen,3 2.ycr.1. the Angels of God 
met him, and when [acob ſaw them hee | 
layde, © This is Gods hoſte, and called the 
name of the ſame place Aachanaiim. Vn | 
to this ioyfull mecting eftheſe two Ar- | 
mies,the Angels on the one part, and 7a- | 
cob with his companions on the other, the | 
Lord doth like the returning of his ſpouſe 
vnto him : he with his holy Angels being 
one armic,and ſhee with her company an 
other. A moſt ioyfull meeting,a glorious 
ſight. Surely,weeare fallen a fleepe, and 
I ſuppoſe that before the Lord depart,and 
wee beeafflifted, we wil not awake to 
ſeeke him, 
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The twelfth Sermon. 
CHAP. VII. 
1 How beamtifull are thy goings with ſhoes 

ure like jewels, the works of the hauds of « 


enming workeman. 

2. Thy manill 14s 4 round cuppe that 
wanteth no: liquor, thy belly is as an heape of 
wheat,compa fd about with Lilhes, 

- 3 Thytwobreſts are as two young Roes 
that are twins, 

4 Thy necke is as a Tower of Tworie: thine 

eyes are like rhe fiſhpooles im Heſpbonegby the 

ate of Bathrabbien © thy noſe 38 as the tower 

of Lebanon that looheth toward Damaſcus. 

5 Thine head vpou thee ts as sharlet, and 

the buſh of thine head like prerple: the King is 

ted imtherafters, 

6 How fayre art thou, ana how pleaſant 
ares 


/ 
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art thon,O 1 loue in pleaſures ? 


7 This thy fkature 15 ike a Palme tree,ch 


ſhall now belike clufters of the vine, and thy 
ſanour of thy noſe like apples, 


9 And the rooofs of thy mouth hike pood Þ | 


wine-which goeth ſtraight to my wel-beloucd, 
and canſesb the tips of the quncient to ſpeakg, 


Dd ) commendatien of the 
RN Chuich, by her {eue- 


D&y rall partes. If. you des Þ 
s L# 1] mand why this is: ſee- | 
LET ing hecre is no ſpeech 
Gm 2 of the Church, nor 
nothing that hath fal- | 


len out betwen the former commendAatie 
ON and this, Heereisa new eccaſlon for 
all that of Ang the Spouſe, For as I 
noted,the former was for to comfort her, 
and to rayſe hervp, after her afflitions 
and forrowes, by aſſuring her that ſhe was 
even as precious and beautifull in hisEyes, 
as ſhe was befere her ynkinde dealing. 
| An 


thy breaſts are like cluſters. ; | 
8 I ſayde I wil goe vp into the palme tree, * 
I will _ bold of ber boughes: thy breafhi || 


{ 
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And now having ſhewed that his with- 
drawing himſelfe was for her good, euen 
to call her by a moſt ſerious Repentance: 
This calling did take effe,ſhe did return 
vnto him; Andnow this commendation, 
which is from the feet to the head,ſheweth 


| how comly and dele&able ſhe was in her 


| repentance, or in her returning vato him. 
| We may learnethen how pleaſant athing 
| It is inthe eyes of the Lord,when his peo- 


ple that haue ſtepped awry and gon aſtray 
doereturne vnto him by vnfayned repen- 


| tance. Butlet vs cometo the words of the 


text. Flow beautifull are thy goings with ſhoes 
O Princes danghter ? The word is, thy 9n- 
1gr,or thy treadings, or thy tepr, er thy feete, 
The ſence indeed cometh all to one,whe- 
ther we take it of thefeete,or of the treads 
ings: for the beautie of the Feetc,is in the 
right ſteppes. Here therefore by a word 
of admiration or wonderment is ſet forth 
how exceeding comely and beautyfull her 
feete and ſteps be: For he faith, How beatt- 
tyfall aye thy goings 

When men depart away from the Lord, 
their ſkeps bevnſeemly,their waies be croo+ 
hed-wayes,euen ſuchas the Lord God doth 
abhor, But che Chxrchſecking after (brift,in 


fuch 
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fuchſort.as you haue ſeen before,8&appror 


ching neerer & necrer ynto him,her ſtepyſ3 
her treadings,her feete,& all her wayes,areſ? 


maruellous beautyfull in his eyes, AnditÞ 
is chiefly heere to be noted, that hee doth Þ 
mention her ſhoes, Our tranſlation'faith; 
How beautifull are thy goings with ſhoes? but Þ 
more fullieto envals the Sence, andacÞ} 
cording to the very words,we areto tran. || 
 Nlateic thus ; How beautyfu!llare thy ſteps, Þ 
or thy feete with thoſe ſhoes 2 For there is | 
(as I may call ic) thenoteof the demon. | 
tratiue particle. They be in deed a ſpecial } 
kindeof ſhooes, which ſhee had now on; 
which make her feere and goings ſo beau. 
tifull, You will demaund what ſhooes be F 
theſe? And I doe demaund what bee the | 
ſhoves which the Apoſtle willerh the faith- | 
full to bee ſhod withall 2 Epheſ: 6. You 
know he ſaith, your feete being ſhod,and then | 
henameth with what ſhooes, ſaying : with | 
the preparation of the Goſpel of peace.verl.15. | 
The Bride had now got on theſe ſhooes, 
her Feet being ſhod, with the preparation | 
of the Goſpell of peace, The Goſpell is 
'the meſſage of Peace and reconciliation, 
berween God and the world: aſſuring all 
thoſe of true Bletlednes which come vneo 
him 5; 
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him: this doth prepare and arme their feet 


Z to gothroghall the difficulties of the way) 
7 which arevery manyzand very ſharpe, For 
” hethar hath once receyued the Faith,and 


vndoubted hope of the promiſes of the 


th; þ Goſpell, what difficultie in the way ſhall 


| keepehim backe 2 Truc it is, that the Dj- 


uell doth make the way exceedingrugged 
and painefull co diſcourage,but the Bride 
is ſo ſhod that ſhe dooth not ſhrinke, bue 
treadeth down all. And this is that which 
is ſo pleaſant in the Eyes of the Lord, In 
her carnall ſecurity,when ſhe was aſleepe, 
and he with moſt louing ſpeeches called 
vpon her,to open vnto himher feete were 
not fo well ſhed : Forthen, 1 hame pat off 
my coate,how ſhall I put it on: I haue waſhed 
my feete how ſoall I defile them! Then c+ 
uery litle matter in her way did withhold: 
but now,letthere be what daungers,what 
Enemyes ſocuer or difficultyes, ſhee will 
through, and ſhe will not giue over yntill 
ſhe finde him. Andvppon this hecryeth 
out : How beantifull are thy goings with thoſe 
ſhooes,Oh Princes danghter? When men 
walke in their owne wayes, their ſteps are 
not good in the ſight of the Lord,howſoe- 
uer men think highly of their own inuens 
tions 2 
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tions: but when the;GoſpelI'doth prepare 


their feete to ſceke the Lord,that isaccep, 
table. Oh, let vsthen (beloved) get on |! 


thoſe ſhoves, which ſhall make our feete 
and our treadings ſo beautifull in the light 


of the Lord, And which will alfo make | 
vs ſo honourable in his ſight, which he exs þ 
preſſeth in the next words,faying: O Prin Þ 
cer daughter, The Church is a moſt hono- 
rable Virgin,fit by her Parentage & birth, Þ 
to be the wife of ſo great a King : For.ſhe F 
is the daughter of the Prince of all Prin= | 
ces,ſecing all the Faithfull are borne of God: | 
Indeed there is no worldly byrth nor pa- | 


rentage of chatdignitie, to make a meete 


Spouſe for Chrift: For,what are men in | 
themſclues? But the heauenly birth, which | 
«is not of the will of man,but of God, is of | 


molt high dignitie. The Soule which is 
bornof God,is neerly joined vnto Chrilt, 
for the regeneration is in Chriſt, There- 
fore(I ay) ſeeke truerepentance, which is 
a molt precious tewell, | 

It followeth,T he toynts of thy thighes are 
like tewels,the worke of the hands of acunns: 
workeman, Here alſo is a word notfoun 
elſe-where in the Scriptures. It is tranſlas 
ted in our Engliſh, the 19yutes. The m__—_ 
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dooth ſignifie turnings, orthingsthatdoe 
compaſle about. It may indeed be refer- 
red tothe ioyntes, or it may be taken for 
rhe 2yrdle, For,it was the manner that the 
Bryde did weare a gyrdle, of goodly rich 
and collly jewels, And hererhey arc like. 
ned. vnto jewells, made by a cunning 
workman, Then hce comparcth the na 
uelltoa rounde cup, that wanteth not 
liquour. A Childe in th? Wombe 
of his Mother , receyueth his nourifh- 
ment by the Nauell : heere is compart- 
ſon therefore of a cup, that hath alſo in it 


for nouriſhmenc. 


T hen he faith,that her belly z5 as an heape 
of wheate compaſſed about with yllies, Here. 
is fcujtfulnes repreſented by the heape of 
wheatezand heere is pleaſant Iweetnes re- 
ſembled. by the lillyes. Her two breaſts 
are compared as before in this Song. I 
will not ſtand againevpon any interpreta- 
tation. Her neche 1: 45 a tower of yuorte, This 
compariſon dooth not much differ from 
that former, where hee ſaith, thy wecke is as 
the tower of Danid buylt for an Armorie : {as 


- vingthat there hereſpeeth force,making 


mention of the fhields of the mighty,and 
here the toweris ofprecious matter,and of 
X a faire 
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faire colour the yuorie being a cleer white, 
Thine Eyes are as the Frfh-pooles in Heſhboy, 
by the gate of Bath-rabbim. Theſe were | 
poolesof goodly cleerc and pure water at Þ 
that gate in Ieruſalem,by which the grea. Þ 
teſt concourſe of peeple was entring in, | 
and goingout,for which cauſe the gate is Þ 
called Bathrabbirz, Bath is as much as to Þ 
fay the daughter,and rebbim, is of manic, Þ 

Thy noſe is as the tower of Lebanon,that los | 
keth toward Damaſcus. This was a good: 
ly tower in the houſe which Salomon built 
in the Forreſt of Lebanon. Heere are the |} 
goodlyeſt and the ſtatelyefſt things vppon 
Earth, brought in to reſemble the Spouſe. 
The head vppon thee, or as ſome doe take 
It,i thine bead, that which is vppon thee, | 
referring it ro theattire of her head,  hke | 
sharlet,and the buſh of thine head like Purple. |; 
The word 4llath, (ignifieth that which is 
made ſmal or ſleder:wherfore ſome take it 
for the haire of the head, for the ſmalnes of 
them,68: ſome for the laces,that bindeth vp 
the haire. The matter is not great, butin |} 
the next clauſe there js ſome difficulty, The 
King «5 tyed in the rafters, ſaith our Engliſh 
tranſlacion, What meaneth that? That the 
King is affeted to be neer his Spouſe, and 

to 


| and bearty of the Spouſe,and'therfore not 
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to behold her beauty &'comlynes. Some 
do expound ic thus: A King would bery- 
cd in his galleryes. As if hee ſhould: fay, 
there is riot any Kiog rhat walketh in the . 
mi4deſt of his glorie, even in his goodly 
galleries,but if he ſhould bchold thy beau- 
tic and glorie,it would. cauſe him to ſtand 
amazed, he would no more looke vppon 
his owne glorie but vppotithine : ſo farre 
dooth thine excell all cheglorie of this 
world, - Surely eyther of theſe doth high- 
ly commend the beautie of che Church. 
It Chriſtbe tyed in the galleries to behold 
her, or if art Earthly king would fland a- 
mazed at the fight of herbeaury: the doth 
it farre furmounr. all the plorie and riches 
of this wortd. There-be others that haue 
taken it thus: Thy buſp of: haire is libe the 


; pmrple of 4 Kin hanged or” ted in the galle- 


ries, The diſtinguiſhing accent gainfay- 
cth this: buric ſeemeth'to be the moſt na- 
tive ſence of the wordes. The Galleryes 
& large rooms of Kings were hanged wh: 
goodly Hangings of putple, orof ſome 
ſuch rich ſtoffe : vnto theſe hangings'the 
haire of the Spouſe may bee compated,” - 
Euery way it fetteth foorth the comelyties 


X14 much 


=_— 
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much materialt which ſence wee follow. 


Well, the Bride-groome hauing thus prai- E 


by 
2+ 


7 
.- 
[55 4 


ſed the beauty and comlynes of his ſpouſe | 
' by ſeuerall partes : Now hee doth breake 


E: 
by: 
A * 


foorth intoan admiration,and great wons | 


dermentather beautie in the whole, or in | 


all Iayde together, ſaying : How faire an | 
thou,and how pleaſant art thow, O my lone in 


pleaſures ? This is brought in vpponall 


thoſe former particulars : and therfore the | 
words do ſtand thus for the ſence: © /one, | 
or,O my lene how farre art thow,and how plea- | 
ſant art thowin enery reſp; it,or m all partes, | 
orratherin all theſe heaped vp in one ? For, | 


as yau ſce, hee hath gone by particulars, 


from the foote to the head, Firft , How | 
beantifull are thy goings with ſhoes, O Prins | 


ces daughters Then,the toznts of rby thighes 


the nauell,which helikeneth vato a round 


& 


ere as tewellrythe worke of the handes of a cuns | 
- ving workman, After this, hee ſpeaketh of | 


Y 
- .* 


cupgthat wanteth not liquor, Alſo her bel- | 


ly is compared to an heape of wheat,com- | 


paſſed abour wich lyllies. Her, two breaſts || 


areas two young Roes that aretWinnes. 


And ſoheaſcendeth,and faich: Her necke | 


j3 as82'tower of yuorie : her eyes as the fiſh 


pooles of Heſhbon,by the gate of Bath- | 
x ; : rabbim, ©. 


Et 
4 


4 


'£ 
ug 
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rabbim. Her noſc as the tower of Leba. 
non;that looketh towards Damaſcus; her 
head likeskarlet, and her hayre, like the 
pnrple of a King hanged in fo gallerycs, 
In ſumme her beautie is wonderfull in all 
parts: ſheis comely throughout, Weſee 
beauty and comlines In men and women 
oftentimes, but not in all parts alike : for 
ſometimea beautifull, a comely, and plea« 
fant face, hut not ſocomeiy a bedie, Or a 
comely bodic,but not ſo weil-fauoured a 
face, Orif faccand body becomely,yet 
ſome defeQ in one part er other, T his is 
not ſointhe Church of Chriſt-; For, ſhee 
in euery part is beautyfull,deleQable, and 
full ofglorie, 

: Morcouer;that Chriſt doth ſpeake ofher 
beautie in way of wonderment, itis from 
the heaping vp of all choſe particulars to- 
gether(as 1 ſaid)in one; For where there 


© be many goodly things, and euery one by 


it ſclfeto be wondered at for beautie, how 
much may they be wondred at, when they 
come all together to be heaped vp in one 2 
Takeit thus,the Lord doth beſtow many 
goodly things vpon his Church,he dooth 
deckeher wich many rich Ornaments, c- 
uery one of theſe' is to bee wondered: at 
_ R Z fox 
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for exce!lencie;thehow much more when 
they comealtogether ? Butheere 1s ano. | 
ther circumſtance that dooth augment the | 
matter :and that is from the perton of him Þ 
that hath her beautie in admiratien, Itis F 
theLord {£SYS$ who doth wonder at her |} 
beautie: he cinot wonder at a' mean thing, 
Lay all the gloric of Kings before him,and 
It is but drotfſe,hecannotwwonder,thereat: 
for what is it to the gloric which hee doth 
inherite and dwell in? Whatis the glory 
and beautie of the Sunne,the Moonegand 
the Starres vntohim ? Doth hee wonder 
at them ? Surely he wondreth at the beau- 
ticof his Church ; how excellent then is 
her beauty and glory? They berare things 
that Princes vppon Earth doe'wonder at : 
moſt rare-which the'King of Kings hath in 
admitation,* Oh ten times happy are they, 
which ſhalbe partakers of ſo great glorie ! 
But may ſome men ſay, where is that com- 
panie in the world which is ſo goodly to 
behold? Weſcein all Churches that baſe. 
nes add {implicitie which the world deſ- 
piſeth. We ſecalſo manygeformities,and 
ſpots of ſinne in the beſt. An 2 word,wee 
can ſee no matter of wonder, vnlelle it 


be this,that wee may wonder how Chriſt 
ſhould 
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ſhould deeme her fo beautifull 2 I do an- 
{wer vnto this,that men are blinde in dif 
cerning the beauty and excellencie of ſpi- 
rituall ornaments. Alſo they bee malig 
nant,and for ſome deformities deſpiſe and 
depraue very excellent thinges. Yea but 
Chrift ſpeaketh as if all were beautifull, 
That in reſpe& of the full beautie & glo- 
rie which he will put vpon his ſpouſe, For 
herein the Lord beholdeth herzas hee will 
make her to himſelfe a glorious Church, 
not hauing ſpot or wrinckle, There isin 
the Faithfull that which is beautifull and 
pleaſant in the Eyes of the Lord,euen the 
manifold gifts and graces of his Spirit: but 
the beauty which he ſo highly comendeth 
and wondereth at, is rather in that which 
ſhe ſhall be,which be now beholdeth. 

But:what meaneth this, that hee dooth 


” * not only call her hisloue,but his loue in 


pleaſurs,in delights,or in the things which. 
we elteeme as daintyes? Surely this doth 
much augmente the matter, this 1s a very 
farcible ſpeech todeclare his exceeding afs 
feftion towards her. We know men doe 
loue things,and take delight, but there be 
deprecsin their loue: they may loue things 
very well,yet that isthe higheſt when they 
X 4 take 
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take their chicfe pleaſure & delight in that 
whichthey loue. So Chrilt ſheweth here 
that he taketh delight and plezfure in his 
faire Spouſe,ſhee is even a dearling and a 
dainty vato him. They be much deceys 

<d then, which ſuppoſe that Chriſt ma- 
keth but as it werea common account of 
his Church. 

Then he addeth,T hes, thy tatnre is like the 
Palmetrer,and thy hreaſts lhe cluſters, The 
Palm-tree is of (taturetall and (traight, ſhe. 
is reſembled therby. Alſo they fay,that it 
3s the nature ofchat tree, not to be pretled 
downe with weight, but groweth vp the 
more:Surely the holy Spouſeis not baw- 
ed downe,nor m:de crooked by wayght, 


- and burden of aflitions, But wee ſhall 


ſee after wardes how hee profſecuteth this 
compariſon, in which hee doth liken her | 
vnto the Palme trec, what a promiſe hee | 
maketh vnto her,and what a blefling doth: 
follow from the fame, , | 
And now that hee ſaith, Her breaſts ere 
lhe clafters,it isto be vnderſtood(as it fees 
meth by the next verſe) of the cluſters of 
the Vire,a ſweete anda wholſome Fruite, 
ard fo the breaſtes of the Church , by 
which ſhce ncutiſheth all her ctuld;en,are 
'xCs 
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repleniſhed with very ſweet milke. 
We haue ſpoken of this before, what 


the breaſtsare, and what that lincere milk 


i8, by which the Faithfull are nouriſhed, 
The truth is,that albeit the Teftaments be 
the Lords,& not the word or dodtrine of 
Man, yet they arethus farre become the 
breaſtes of the Church , that none can 
{ucke from them the wholſome nouriſh- 
ment,vales he take them as her breaſts. 

I meane thus : Some will fay the 
Word is the Lordes , wee are not to ref. 
pet men : And fo they would feeme 
ro haue the vie and benetitof the Ward 
of God, to giue them lite , or nouriſh 
and: fecede them : But they deſpiſe the 
Church, they condemne her, and ſepa- 
rate themſelues from her. Theſe can 
haue no Saluation by the word of GOD, 
though they haue it in their handes, and 
reade it: for the Lorde hath made it the 
wholſome food of life,as it commeth out 
of the breaſtes of the holy Church. 

Let vs then take heede, leaſt with Schifs 
matikes, Heretikes,and Sectaries, wee ſe- 
parate not our ſelues, from her that hath 
theſe breaſls,and which alone doth bring 
forth aad nouriſhvp children to God, 

| Now 
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Now followeth a promiſe of the dreſs 
fing this palme trec, and a declaration of 


the fruickalneſle chat ſhall ſpring from the | 


ſame dreſsing. The promile is in theſe 
wordes : 7 han faide 1 will gee wppe into the 
Palme tree, 1 will take hold of ber boughes, 
The declaration of the fruttfulneſle 1s in 


theſe wordes : and thy breaſts ſhall nowe be 


hike the cluſters of the vine, and the ſauour of 
thy noſe like apples. And the roofe of thy 
mouth hke good wine, which goeth ſtraight 
to my welbeloued, andcauſeth the lippes of the 
avncient toſpeake , Touching the former 
of theſe, that is the promiſe which Chrilt 
maketh of dreſling his Church, the ſpeech 
is framed according to the maner of dreſ- 
ling the palme trees: for hauing compa» 
red her toa palmetree, he continueth the 
allegorie. The: husbandrgen when they 
diddreſleand trim their palme trees, wet 
vp intothem, and ſo laide hold of cuerie 
boughto dreſle the ſame . Accordingto 
this, the Lord faith here, 1 haxe ſaide, that 
Is, I hauedecreed, I hauepromiſed, and I 
will performeit, that I will go vppe into 
the Palme tree, and I will lay hold of her 
boughs. Which then you ſee, is as much 


as to fay, I will drefſe my palme tree, For 
ehe 


4p— 


the Lord doth beſtow all maner of dref- 
ſing & trimming of his Church, tomake 
her fruitfull, And'this wanteth not effect; 
for hee declareth how fruitfull and how 
excceding ſweet ſhee ſhall become by this 
dreſſing, Firlt hee faith, her brefs ſhall be 
as clufters of the vine. Hee ſaide, that they 
were like cluſters before, and nowe the 
ſhall be more . It may be ſayd: how can 
that bee , are not her breaſts alwayes the 
ſame ?1s not the word of Godin the Te- 
ftaments alwaies one? itisalwaies one 6: 
the ſame: but the Church doth miniſter 
the wordas itwereout of her breaſts more 
aboundantly, and in more excellent ma- 
ner then at another, Her brealts then are 
alwaies like cluſters of the vine , thereis 
in thema right holeſome & ſweete iuyce:; 
bur when the Lord powreth forth vpon 
her the greateſt meaſure of his ſpirit, then 
doth ſhe in moſt plenteous maner drawe 
forth her breaſts, and miniſter food vnto 
her thildren. The Church of Rome 
hath remoued away the Fincere milke of 
Gods worde from her children, bearing 
them in hand that itis no better then pot- 
{on: and ſhedraweth forth other breaſts,' 
which are full of the {will and dregs _ 
cr 
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her owne inuentions, and with the ſame | 
ſhee doth nouriſh, or rather kill and mur- | 
der. Letys carneſtly craue of the Lord, | 
that in thefe our dayes he will go vp into 
hispalmecree,6c lay hold on her boughs, 
that fo her breaſts may beeas cluſters of | 
grapes, yea that the heauenly dofrine | 
may bee (incerely and plenteoully vtter- 
ed. There bee many that holde the pla- 
ces of Paſtors, which be like drie nurſes, 
There bee that handle the worde fo as it 
doth little good to che hearers, 

Let vsprocccd :he faith, And the ſauour 
of thy noſe like apples, Men doe viually 
breath at their noſe: then this is todeclare 
that the Church ſhall breath outnothing 
but ſweetnes, All chatapproach neervnto 
her, ſhall ſmell the ſauour ef her ſweete 
breath. Let vs well conſider of this, 
cuen to tric our ſelues whether wee be 
of the Church : for many doe boaſt 
and brag that they bee true children 
of che Church , which yet breath out 
nothing bur a ſtincking breath- Yea their 
breath is ſo lothſoine to al that can ſmel, 
that ic cannot be endured. Aretheſe then 
of the Church ? Is the ſauor of their noſe 
as the ſauour of apples ? 


Laſtly 
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Laſtly hee faith: Ard the roofe of thy 
mouth like good wines &c.T he roofe of the 
mouth is here put for that which procces 
deth out of the mouth. And if any ſhall 
demaunde , VWhat is that which procees 
deth out of the mouth of the Church ? 
I anſwer;itis the holy word & doctrine 
of the Lord,which ſhe doth profclle, and 
publiſh. This liuely word is here likened 
vnto good wine, which is deſcribed in 
the latter partof the verſe, by theproper- 
ty,and by theefiet, Our Engliſh tran- 
ſlation for the one ſaych, 1: goerh ſtraight 
20 my welbeloued : and for the other, that 
it can(eth the lips of the anncient to ſpeake : 
The words ſtand chus,going to loues, to 
rightnes, which may rightly in the phraſe 
of our tongue be ſayde, meuing it ſelfe in 
molt louely manner and molt rightly:for 
ſo doth the mighty ſtrong wine moue it 
ſeife when itis powred into the cup. And 
then for the latter clauſe, that it maketh to 
ſpeake the lips of the ancient. /./94x in the 
Hebrew doth ſignific toſlcepe,and to wax 
olde.Hereupon ſome ſay, it cauſcth the 
ancient to ſpeake, Which isno ſmall ets 
teCt, ſeeing men thatare very olde haue 
their ſencesdulled , and ate very flow to 
ſpeake 
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ſpeake. The mighty wine doth moue & 
quicken the dull ſpirits, cuen ofthe aged, 
Oras others do take it, that it cauſcth the | 
lipsof them that be aſleep to ſpeake, That 
is more, yea if we conſider ic in the ſimi- | 
licude,it is hyperbolicall: but in the thing 
repreſented, that is the preaching of the 
Goſpell, iris meſt true. For thus it is, the 
word which proceedeth from the mouth 
ofthe Church isas ſtrong wine that mo- 
ueth and quickeneth the dull ſpirits, not 
only as it were in men whoſe ſences are 
dulled with age, buteuen in thoſe that be 
a flecp,yea in adead ſleep of linne, It ray- 


ſeth and quickeneth ſuch, it cauſeth their 


lips to ſpeake the prayſes of God, which 
before had no power tnat way, O belo- 
ued if wee bee not in a dead ſleep, yetto 
ſpeake holy things, to ſpeake tothe prays 
ſes of the Lord and cdification ofeur bre- 
thre wee are as olde men : let vs receiue 

thisſtrong wine from the mouth ofthe 

Church which may quicken 
our ſpirits 


(e*) 
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The thirteenth Sermon. 


CHAP. VII. & VIII. 


10. I am my welbeloneds,and bis acfire ts 
towards mee. 

11. Come my welbeloned, let vs goefoortb 
zntothe Field, let v5remaine inthe villages. _ 
12. Letwusget vp earlyto the Vineset vs 

ſee if the vine flouriſh,whether it hath budded 
the ſmall Grape, whether the Pome-granates 
flonriſh,there will 1 gine thee my lowe. 

1 3.7 he mandrakes bane ginen a ſmelland 
31 our gates are all (weete things new and old : 
my Welbeloned | hae kept them for thee 


T, Oh that thes wereſt 1; my Brother that 
ſucked the breafts of my Mother : 1 would 


finde thee without, I wonld kifſe theezthenth 
ſhould not d+ ffs wee, kiſſe eextinenthey 


2, I will leadethee,and bring thee into my 
Altos 
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Mothers bouſe: there ſhale thog teach me: | 
will cauſe thee to arimke Spiced Wine, and YEW? 
wine of the Pome-oranate, 
3, His leſt hand ſhall be under minehead, | 
ard bis right hand ſhall embrace mee, | 
4+ 1 chargeyou,O Daughters of Teruſa | 
lem, that you ſtyrre not vp, nor wake yet m1 7 . 
Lone,vntill face pleaſe. | 


SIE E have heard the great | 
7] praiſe & commenda- |} 

\ | tion which Chriſt gi- 
Z | ucth to hisSpoulegfirlt 
$6 SS 69g to comfort her,by let- 
AA ting her ynderſtid for 
77 certainty,that che Þlot 
of her offence was vts 
terly taken away,her comlynes and beau- 
tie was no kele in his Eyes then before:'8c 
ſecondly,thatit may appeare what a glori- | 
ous thing in the fight 6i God, true repens 
tice is. Moreouer in thelalt place,wehaue 
{ecnethe promiſe of the Lord, what hee 
would do for. his church, & how fruicfull, 
ſweet,& preciousſhe ſhyld becom therby 
Now the Charch anſwereth, expreſling at 
large her afftetionScduty rowards Chriſt: 
that ſeeing his kindnes had been fo great 
- tos 


_— 
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that ſhe hath vnto him,haſting in delire,& 
longing forthe day of the marrizge, Here 
isno more alteration in che Churcht:bur as 


the Song began with her great deſires of 


Chriſt, ſo itendeth. For , howſocuer the 
faichfull doe (lippe and fall,ſwarue,and go 
aſtray fora time,yer they riſe againe, they 
rcturne into the right way. 

But letvs come toher words, 7 am my 
wel-belowed«,and his affe tim is towards mee. 
The conjunction may more rightly be ta- 
ken thus, ſecing or becauſe his affetionis 


rowards mee. Fcr in the former clauſe af. 


the ſentence ſhe prrofetTeth & voweth her 
ſelfe andall that ſhe hath wholly ro Chriſt, 
ſaying, I am my welbeloueds : and in the 0- 
ther clauſe ſhee rendreth a reaſon, ſaying, 
becanſe his aff ettion 1 towards me, Hiakind 

nes then towards her wroughtthis effect, 
thar ſhe and all hers ſhalbe dedicated vns 
to him. The cauſe goeth before theeffet, 
and therfore let vs fir{t ſpeake of that, For 
the ſumme of her ſpeech commeth tothis 
mach in{effeR: ſeeing my Spoule hath ſer 
his affeftion ſo vppon mezand frely loued 
me,when I was vtterly turnedaway from 
bim, 
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towards her,ſhe doth euen as it were dedi- 
6ate,vow,and conſecrate her ſelfe, and all 
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him, when I 'washisenemie. Rom: «g, 
When I was dcadin (innesand treſpalles, 
Epheſ.2. When I had nothing in me but 
that which was. vacleane and abhomina- 
ble, Rom: 3, Moreouerſeeing his affeQi. 
on towards me is ſo conſtant, that hauing 
Redeemed me,called, and ſanAified mee 
with his Spirite, garniſhing and deckin 
me wich his heauecnly gitts and graces,an 
I ſhewing my ſelfe vnkinde, and very vn- 


dutifull cowards him, defiling and defor- | 


ming my ſelfe,yet his loue continueth one, 
hee doth forgiue me,he doth imbrace me, 
he doth account meas faire and precious, 
as if I had neuer ſinned apainſt him $ Is 
there not great cauſe that I ſhould wholly 
be his? No man ci denie the reaſon of this, 
Such aboundant Lone dooth craue loue a- 
gaine, And now conlider what itis, when 


ſhe ſayth,/ am my welbeloweds. Forthough 


it be ſet firl},yet it dependeth (as I ayde) 
vpon the latter, If ſhee be his, then is ſhe 
not her owne. Shee is not to live to here 
. ſelfe,or to the Fleſh,but vato CHRIST. 
This is it that Saint Perer ſayth, That bence- 
forth we ſhould not line after the leffs of wen, 
but after the will of God, t.Pet:g. verl.2. 
This is when the faithfull do loue,obey & 


hos 1 
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honour the Lord, for if they doe not love 


| himhow are they his 2 If chey do not. o- 


bey him, how doe they love kim ? This 
faieth Saint [obny is the lane of Ged,, if wee 
heepe his commanndements. 1. lohn, 5. 

And if men breake the commandements, 
and liue in cuill vices, how doe chey ho- 
neur the Lorde ? Yau ſee therefore how: 


the Church fayth, 1 ammy #el-belonad:”: 


The wholeaman,both Bodie and Soule is 
conſecrated vato Chriſt. : 

Here wee may ſce plainely,that ſuchas: 
walke in wickednetic,ncuer feele the low: 
ving kindaces:of the Lord, They haue not: 
the true and livelyzFaith,: For this is Faich;; 
when the Soule feeleth affuredly , that 
Chriſt hath ſet his affection ypon herghee 
hath Redeemed and fanQutived herghe wi. 
peth away all her ſpots,and healeth all her 
infirmities. Though ſhce offend, yet his. 
loue and kindnefle doath remaine. . © 

Now from the feelingiof this, itcanner- 
be,but theſoule is eten rautfhed/,withloue' 
towards him,and giuceth vp herſclfe todo! 
that which may delight and pleaſe him - 
So that (as I ſfaide)ſuch asleade a wicked 
life, never feltthe loue and kindnes of the 


Lorde,they neverhad the true and lively 
Y 2 faithe 
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Faith, Beloued, if any man bee deſirous 
to be Chriſts,{that is to fay)it he wil love, 
obey,and honour him: if he will net live 


to himſelfe but to the Lord : heere is the | 


head and the fountaine,when ſhce ſayeth, 


1 am my Wel-belogeds beeauſe bis aff: lon is | 
towardes mee : Let him firft apprehend the | 
loue & affe&tis of Chrift.For,thar loue of | 


CHRIST (as 5aint Pawle ſpeaketh) will 
conſtraine him to love againe. And be- 
fore a mag do feele that GOD hath loued 
him, hee may as it were force himſelfe to 
ſpeake and doe good things, but they can 
notbe acceptable: for they doe not pro - 
ceede: from afrankeand free heart, they 
#pring notfromloue. 
What isit, when a man eyther of a ſers 
ule fearc, or from ſome liniſter reſpeR, 
dooth abſtaine from that which is cuill, if 
his heart within doe loue and delight in 
it ? Or what good dooth hee , which 
outwardly with his handes perfourmeth 
ſome'good deedes , which his heart des 
lightethnotin ?: And now behold how 
forward and readie the Bryde is, to per- 
forme her dutie,and to hauethe day of the 
marriage approach. $heis not the woman 


? that ſhee before was in the fifth Chapter, 


Where 
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where ſhee made excuſes, and would nac 
ariſe to open to Chrilt : for now ſhee cal- 
leth vncohim,ſ»ying, Come my welbeloued 
let 3 goe forth into the field, let ws loage in 
the willager,or as it may be tranſ(lated,at the 
Cyprustrees, The Lord did promiſe in 
the former Chapter,that he would goe vp 
Into the palme tree,and take holde of her 
boughes,he weuld drefle his Church,and 
ſhee ſhould thereupon become molt flou- 
riſhing,fcuitful and deleable, vnto this 
ſhee offerech her ſeruice. It is ynto this 
forit could bee no prayſe in her to moue 
him vato any thing which hee had nov 
promiſed. She doth not name the palme 
tree, but Cyprus trees,and the vines; bue 
the matter 1sall one,ſ{eeing the Church is 
ms by the one,as well as by theos 
ther. | 
Then thus itis, the Lord promiſethto 
dreile and trim his Church, ſhee offereth 
her ſelfemoſt cheerefull and willing ther- 
vnto. He will beſtow his rich graces and 
gifts vpon her,and fheis cuen on thirlt for 
them. It becommeth all the faithfull, whe 
the Lord promiſeth his graces 6 heauen- 
bleſſingsts ſhew themſclues forward,and 
readie toreceyue them, and to pur to all 
Y3 their 
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their care and:diligence, that their hearty 
may be fanctified and purged;that ſo they 


may be fit to bring foorth Iweet fruites, 
The Lorde dooth call them to ariſe from 

the ddight of theſe Earthly things,-and to | 
ſet their afte tions on thingsthat beaboue: | 


ſo the Bryde here offereth herſclfe to goe 


forthinto the Fieldes,zand cuen to lodge | 
among the Cypru-trees, thatſhee may riſe | 


vp carly in the morning, to goe to the 


Vines, She isnow ſo rapt with the loue | 
and defireof Heauenly thinges, that her | 


mindeand her affections are carryed out 
ef the world,ſhe will now even o_ in a 
continual: meditation and delight ofthem, 
ca,ſhe will daily raiſe vp herſclfe carly to 
behold the fruit that doth ſpring fro them, 
This is a maruellous goodeſtate and right 
commendable,that ſhe is now in. Before 
this, ſhe was {ayde downe on ſleepein her 
bed,ſhee was loath to be rayſedvp. 
Behold hererhe difference of the godly 
after theirafflictions, fromthat they were 


when worldly eaſe and profperitic had ta- | 


kenhold onthem. Then the gifts of the 

ſpirite lye as it were buryed,and all grows 

eth.cuen as it were ruſtie : but wken the 

hery tryall commeth, when they be caſt , 
| 2{0) 
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Gold into thefurnace,the droſle is burned 
out,they ſhine <4, remand beraiſedvpand 
quickned. Theſe things(I ſay) wee may 
beholde in her forwardnes, ouer thar ſhee 
was in the fift chapter. This may teachvs 
to feare our ſelues in our long proſperitic 
that we haue enioied here in this our land. 
We haue had it ſo long,that we do ſcarce 
thinke of afli tions: and greatly it is to be 
delired that ſuch Peace might ſtil cotinue, 
{o ic mighe not be co our great harm. Bur 
hath not our proſþcritic cuen drawne the 
hearts of the moſt which profetſe the Goſf- 
pell; inte carnall fecuritic Do we now 
ſay)as the Bride here) Come my wel-beloued, 
let vs goe outnto the fieldglet vs loage among 
the Cyprus-trees, let viriſe vppe early to the 
Unes : let vs ſee rf the wine flouriſh, &c. 
Are we thus ready and forwards vato the 
ſearch and imbracing of ſpiritual] and hea- 
nenly graces? Are we ſodelighted with the 
aSto make them our meditation,night and 
day,& ſocucnas it were to lodge in them? 
Are our affeRions ſo fixed & ſer,that wee 
doe euen joy to behold the fruits of righs 
teouſnes: Nay rather , is not every man 

almoſt fallen on ſleepe, and doth not the 

epinde cuen lodge inthe deſires of theſe 
; Y 4 earth 
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earthly things, Is not the whole care and 
ſtudy how to heape vp gold & ſiluer,how 
to get Lands and poſſeſſions : Shall rhe 
Lord let vs alone in this eitate? Whether 
will we fall: whether will we runne? how 
great is the complainr that is daily vitered 
euery where, again(t the couetouſnelle of 
thoſe that ſhould be lights & guydes vnto 
others ? The Lord calleth and knocketh 
daily,to haue vs open vnto him, And if we 
account it a good thing ro enioy ſtill our - 
worldly peace and proſperitie ; Let vs 
cheerfully and wilingly riſe vp; let vs of- 
fer our {clues to goe into the Ficldez,and 
to ledge among the ſweetethinges, 
Donbtles there is great hope,if we raiſe 
vp our mindes to doe as the holie Spouſe 
here dooth, wee ſhall eniey (hillall goed 
things, If not,wee ſhall haue ſome great 
afflitions to wayſc vs yp : For the Lord 
will not ſuffer his Church toggoe to vtter 
ruine, It is beft for vs(if wejcould wiſc- 
ly conſider of ir) and moſt for our eaſe, to 
do that which the ſpouſe doth here, before 
affliction come : for then we ſhall preuent 
it, and turneſtaway. And now beholde, 
how ſhe doth proceed in this matter,long- 
ing for the day of the Marriage. Let vs 


iſe 
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riſe vp early to the Vines , Let vs ſce if the Vine 
Fleursſo , whether it hath budded the (mall 
grapes ? there will 1 gine thee my lone. 

Tae flouriſhing of the Vine, budding of 
the ſmall grape,and likewiſe ofthe Pome- 
granates,arc the fruits of the graces of God 
in the aſſemblyes,and the Gignes of the aps 
proaching of the Marriageday, The gi 
and graces of the holie Ghoſt ſhould bee 

powred forth in vaine, if theſe ſweet fruits 
ſhould.not therevpon bud and flouriſh, 

*And when theſe thinges are, or with 
cheſe things,the Bride faith, ſhee will giue 
her loue to Chriſt, Shee will give yp her 
ſelfe to louc him,yea cuen perteRly when 
the day of the Martiage commeth. 

The Faithfull donow love the Lord Ic« 
ſus,ſomewith greater loue,ſom with letle, 
according to the meaſure of their Faith. 
For look how much more firmely and aſ- 
ſuredly a man feeleth the loue of God toe 
wardshim,ſo much more ferucily doth he 
love God. And fo the Bride ſpeaketh here 
ol an increaſe of her loue ; As his graces a« 
bound towards herzand the fruites thereof 
more increaſe, ſo her loue ſhall more ins 
creaſe,and eſpecially at the time when ſhe 
ſhall be fully vnked vnto him, 
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In the next verſe ſhee mentienech he 
fruites,and that ſhe reſeructh them wholly 
to Chriſt her wel-beloued. The Mas 
drakes haze ginen their ſmell, (faith ſhee) or 
as ſome do take the word more generally, 
for all amiable flowers,ſfuch as be faire and 
lovely : For the Church is as a garden of | 
ſweete flowers. | 
Morcouer, ſhee mentioneth the plen. 
tic of good fruites, both newe and olde, 
which bee within her gates, and that ſhce 
hath reſerued and kept them only for bim. 
Theſe are molt commendable things that 
ſhe ſpeaketh of: firſtzthar ſhe doth ſo flou- 
riſh and abound in ſweete things, which 
are all holy vertues and fruits off Faith,and 
ſecondly, that ſhee keepeth them far her 
. Lorde. For the trne Spouſe is chaſte and 
faithfull vnto Chriſt : ſhe truſteth in him 
alone, ſhee runneth not a whoring after 
falſe Gods : but ſhe worſhippethand ho- 
noureth her Lord with all the fruits ofher 
Faith : Ay loue(faith ſhee)7 bare kepr thew 
for thee. 
The Church in this place differeth much 
from that which the Lord complaineth of 
in the fift chapter of the Prophet Efay,for 
there he ſheweth what he did for his vine- 
yar d, 
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yard,and when he looked it ſhould bring 
forth good grapes,it brought forth ſtinc- 
king grapes. The generall eſtate ef our 
Church in this Land is liker to that in the 
Prophet, then to this heere ſpoken of. 

Theftincking-Grapes hang amonglt vs 
in great cluſters, very plenteoully euery 
where : For what vices doo notabound? 
but the amiable Flowers, and the ſweete 
Fruites both new and oldehow ſcarce arc 
they? Letvs aſlare our ſelues, that if wee 
be not of the number of thoſe which bring 
forth ſweet fruites vnto Chrilſt;it ſhall not 
auaile vs,that wee haue placefor a time in 
thevifible Church,and be named and re- 
puted Chriſtians, Thouart abranche of 
the Vine: but as it is written, or as Chriſt 
ſaith, Eaery branche in mee that beareth wot 
good fraite , he taketh away. John 5. 

TheLorde of his infinite goodnesand 
mercie, looke vppon this Realme,and ſo 
drefle this Vine, that it may flourifh,and 
bring foorth good Fruite, and in more 
plentifull manner then hetherto, leaft the 
Kingdome of God be taken from vs,and 
given to a Nation, that will bring foorth 
the Fruits thereof, 

She proceedeth @n forwards in the next 
chap- 
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chapter, declaring what agreat deſire ſhee 
hath to bein his preſence, and to retaine 
him with her, which ariſcth from a vehe= 
ment loue,whoſe heat cannot be quench- 
ed,as ſheeafterwards expreilerh. 

They that be of one tamilie, as Brothers 
and ſilters,do dwell together in familiaris 
tiec,cach doth viſually know where to find 
other. According to this ſhe ſaith; 0h that 
thou wereſt as my Bratber , that ſucked the 
breaſts of my Mother, I] would finde thee with- 
ont, | would kiſſe thee, then they ſhould not d1(- 
pleaſe Mees | 

The time will come when ſhe ſhall in- 
deede dwell wich him, as brothers and (1i- 
ſtersdo dwell together, when there ſhal be 
molt neerefamiliariticwhen ſhe ſhall find 
him, and imbrace him, .and for this time, 
fhe doth wiſh, Indeed ſhe hath great cauſe 
to wiſh that ſhe might oncecoine todwell 
with him : for the fulnes of her ioy and fe- 
licitie conſiſteth therein. 

Hedoth net nowindeed kaue her com- 
fortles,while ſhe is vpon Earth, but giueth 
her the comfortable ſignes ofhis preſence, - 
and at ſome times morethen other,but ſhe 
lyeth ſubiet vnto many reproches, con- 
tume!ycs,and proud ſcornings of the ” / 
ied 
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ked & vngodly men of this world, Ther- 
fore ſhe {ayth, alſo they ſoall not deifiſe me. 
Thegloric of the whole Church ſhalbe fo 
great that her proudelt enemyee ſhall not 
deſpiſe her,but wonder at her, Thefaith- 
full are now the children of God,bur as S. 
Tohn fayeth, it dooth not appeare what they 


ſhall be, 1. John. 3. 


An calle thing itis now tocontemne 
and deſpiſe the moſt godly char liuevpon 
the carh; For the blind world cinot iudge 
but according to outward appearance, 
And fo becauſe they ſce notjin them out- 
ward glorie, they raile on them, they re— 


preach them, they accouut them cuen as 


abieA:s , and moſt contemptible. Bur, 


when they ſhall appeare with Chriſt in 


gloric, their glorie ſhall bee ſoggreat that 
none ſhall deſpiſe them, 

The diuelsandall the damned cannot 
but be tormented with envuic,at the behols 
ding of the glorious eſtate of Gods choſen, 
whom they hadinderilion, and cheende 
of whoſe life thoſereprobatemen accoun- 
ted faoliſhnes, the diuell hardening their 
harts & blinding the cics of their mindes : 
but deſpiſe them any longer they cannot. 
Hercia good comfart for fuchas dwel a- 
mong 
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religion. Letthem ſcoffeand deride for a 
time at fuch as ſtudie to pleaſe God : the 


time will come, when all baſencs and all - | 


infirmities beeing remoued, they ſhall be- 
hold them in another eRtate, in which they 
ſhall not deſpiſe them. £ 

Aﬀeer ſhee hath expretled ker wiſh, and 
what benefit ſhe ſhall receyue thereby. ſhe 
ſheweth what dutie ſhee for her parte will 
performe vatohim. - For, a very vnreaſo- 
nable thing it were,that the Church recei- 
uing ſo great benefites by Chriſt, ſhould 
not render ſome dutyes of thankfulnefle 
vnto him. And therefore ſhe ſaitho/ w/l 
leads theey& bring thee into my mothers houſe, 

Ierufalem from aboue is the Mother of 
all;cthe Church at any time vppen Earth is 
her daughter. Thehovuſe of this her Mo- 
ther,then in this place, ſeemeth to bee the 


Heauens,intco which the Church ſhall ac-. 


companie the Lord. For, ſhe ſhall never 
dwell rogether with him in that familiar 
ſorte which fheeſpake of , vntill ſhe come 
there, The next clauſe ſtandeth doubt- 
full , whether wee ſhall cranſlate it, thou 
ſhalt ceach mee, or ſhee ſhall reach mee ? 


For , in the Hebrew Tongue in the Fu- 


cure 


mong ſcoffers, ſcorners, and deriders of 
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ture,the ſame word ſtandeth for the third 


perſon Feminine that is, for the ſecond 


Maſculine, And io I fay,itſtandeth indif 
ferent here by the word, whether we fay, 
thou ſhalt teach me;or ſhee ſhall teach me. 
True it is, that the I'Brd ESP is in a dou- 
blereſpeR,the onely Teacher,and that is 
thus : chat onely his doAtrine is to bee 
taught, and hee alone lighteneth with his 
ſpirite. But the vniverſall Church, as tlic 
mother of all particular Churches, dooth 
23 an inſtrument vnder Chriſt,” teach and 
inftru& withche ſameHeaucnly define. 
And ſo we may take it herethat ſhe ſaych 
vnto Chriſt,thou ſhalt teach mee(which I 
taketo bethe rightergif wee take it here ts 
bee ſpoken: of the time when the Church 
ſhall dwell with Chrift in the Heauens - 
For then there ſhall be no more teachin 
by men) or that ſhe faith,her Mother ſhall 
teach her, or hath taught her,if onetcaſc 
may bevſcd foranother. But whatis that 
ſhe js to be taught ? Euen how ſhe oughe, 
or how ſhe may rightly performe her du- 
tie towards Chriſt, and thar is ſet forth in 
the next wordes, I will cauſe thee to drinke 
ſpiced-wine,or wine of the Pome-granates. 
According to the fumilicude in Earthly ; 
" things, 
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with a daintie Banquet , in her Mothers 
houſe, For , that is meante by the ſpiced 
winc,and wine of the Pome. granates. 
The ſpirituall things thereby Gnibed, are 
the praiſes by which ſhe will magnifie and 


ſet.ſorth hisglory. ThayLord hath no need | 
of any creatures to ſct forth his glory and | 
praiſe: for hee hath all fullnes of ioy and | 


happineſlein himſclfe : but it is his holie 
will that his creatures ſhall be partakersof 
his gloric,ard that they ſhall ſet foorth his 
praiſe,and the ſame praifing of him is molt 
acceptable & delightfom vntohim,which 
the Brydeexprelſcth here by ſpiced wine, 
and by the iuyce of the P ome-granates, 
This may encourage vs to bec moſt readic 
and forwards in glorifyingthe Eorde,ſee- 
ing itis ſodclightfomeand pleaſing in his 
ſight. If our obedience,our thankes,our 
praiſc, our glorifying God, bee as ſpiced 
wine vnto him, what wre:ches are weezif 
we cannnt thereby be moucd vntotheſe 
holy dutyes? 

Thetwo next verſes we hauc had before: 
the one, how Chriſt dooth embrace his 
Church,ſfupport,comfort, and vphold her 
with both hads. She doth reſt in his armes: 
For,as ſhe ſayethy His left hand is nder my 


head. 
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head,and with his right hand bee doth em- 
brece me. Were it not for this, the Spouſe 
could neuer endure heere in the worlde, 
This 1s our cornfort, that the Lord Teſus 
doth thus, as it were,with both hands, or 


| both his armes vphold and comfort his 
| choſe. The other verſeis a charge, that ſhe 


layeth vpon the daughters of /cruſalem, 
that they doe net (tire vp, nor wake her 
lJoue vntill hee pleaſe. There bee ſome 
words omitted of the forme of the charge 

iven before, but the matter is all one. She 
doth very ſeriouſly enioyne her compas 
nions or daughters to bcehaue themſelues 
ſo reuerently and ſoberly inthe preſence 
of this moſt glorious Bridegroome, that 
no cauſe be offered ynto him of Gdiſplea- 
ſure,by which he might take occaſion to 
depart. When our Lord Ieſus ſheweth 
himſelfe moſt preſent with his people, by 
euident tokens of his graces and heavenly 

ifts : ſuch is the vnreuerent wantonneſle 
of ſome, that they doe not conſider jn 
whoſe preſence they be, They bee in the 
Aflemblies,as it werein the Alchauſe, or 
in an Inne:ſo little they regard the pre- 
ſenceof Chriſt or holy things. God grant 


that we may regard this chargelaid vpon 
VS. VIM Z. b THE 


333 


—— nents oo 


334 Sermons «pon the 
\ The foureteenth Sermon. 


CHAP. VIII. 


5 Who is this that commeth vp ont of the 
wiiderneſſe leaning vpon her welbeloned ? ! 
rayſed thee vp vader an appletree, there thy 
mother conceyued thee, there ſheconceyued 
that bare thee, 

G Set me 4s a (cate onthine heart,and as a 

Signet vpon thine arme,for loue is as firong as 

death icaloufie ts as cruell as the prane : the | 
coales thereof are fi:ry coales,andavehement 
flame. 

7 Much water cannot quench loue,neyther 
canthe floudes drownett, If a man ſponld grue 
all the (abſtance of his houſe for lone, they 
would greatly coutemne #t. 


\ T4 VE have had in this ſong the ſiate 


ofthe Church here vpon earth, 

variable after diuers ſorts:as euc 

now calling and crying out for her wel- 
beloued: notlang after wee haue her;as 
it were {et downe, and the bridegre ome 
calling vpon her toariſe and comeaway : 
yea ſometime ſhe is net enely ſet downe, 
| but 
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but alſo ſhee is laiddowne anda fleepe,&: 
vnmindfull of her duty. The godly doth 
not continue alwayes alike : but this wee 
mult know, that howſacuer they ſwarue 
for atimeyet they returne, and theirend 
is co:mmendable. And therforethe church 
here even tothe end ut this ſong conti- 
nueth in faich,in zeale,and in performance 
ofall good duties. Here is. no more ſwar- 
uing,here is no dulnes or {lacknetle; any; 
more mentioned. This | {ay,may bee no-+ 
ted;that all ana euery one of the true: bes 
leeuers,cuen the choſen of God, itand to 
the end. | 
But let vs now comevnto the wardes. 
that I haue read vato you..: Firft in gene- 
rall;the Bride doth declare ther —_—_ ar « 
dent ioue towards Chrilt in alltheſe three 
verſes, As the words doe ſtand in our 
Engliſh tranſlation,it cannot be diſcerned 
whe vttreth this ſentence,,Y#0 15 this that 
aſcendeth vp out of the wilderneſſe, leaning 
vpon ber welbeloned? Irayſed thee vp vuder 
an apple tree&c, Forthere is nothing by 
the ſpeech to hinder, but thatthe Bride- 
groome.may ſpeakeic touching his bride, 
thathe ſtirred her vp vnder an -apple'tree.; 
Alſo it may ſeeme to be the ſpeech of ſor) 
£ 2 other 
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other,and leaſt of all it ſeemeth to be the 
ſpeech of the bride:but the Hebrew text 
Jo makeit molt cleare, and out of all 
doubtand contreuerlie;chat it is the bride 
which ſpeaketh, becauſe this clauſe, 7 
rayſed thee vp&c, and alſo thiss Thy 
mother concemedthee,areſpeken in the ma- 
ſculine gender,asto a man,and not as vns 
to a woman. In her firſt wordsthen ſhe 
ſetteth forth thevehemency of her love, 
as it were by a compariſon, ſaying, Who ' 
35 ſhe? (for ſothe words are)that cometh 
vp &c.As if ſhee ſhould fay, whereis ſhee 
to befound that bath ſhewed the like loue 
toher.welbeloued, that I have ſhewed 
vnto mine?Where is there any Bride that 
hath by ſtch effedts declared her loue to 
her Bridegroomezas] haue to mine? That 
hath caken ſuch trayell, and endured fo 
many afflitions, pafſed through fo great 
perilsto come to her ſpouſe,as I haue vn« 
to mine? Vhat then will ſome man ſay, 
is this the humility ofthe Church? Dooth - 
ſhe now glory and boaſt what ſhee doth 
for Chriſt? This her boſting is notin her 


| felfe,orin her own merites,or in any vp - 


braiding manner, what ſhe had done for 
Chreſt: icis not contrary vnto humilitie: 
For 
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For the faithfull when they haue beene 
very feruent In loue and zeale towardes 
Chriſt,and haue endured great things for 
his ſake,may to their comfort, both re- 

member,and cucn mention to the Lord, 
what they have endured and gone the- 
rough for his fake. For withall they do ac- 
knowledge,and that vofainedly,that they 
haue beene enabled and made fit therun- 
to by his grace,and ſo: their glorying 1s 
. Not in themſelues burin the Tons es 
oucr,when we can rightly call to minde , 
and mentien what hard things wee have 
willingly endured for the loue of Chriſt: 
it boldneth vs to make requeſt vnto him, 
For this matter reade the laſt Chapter of 
Nehemiah,where you ſhall ind;hkow hee 
reckoneth vp what,8 what he had done: 
and then prayeth ro the Lord to remems 
ber him therein,& in v,22.he craucth that 
he would pardo himacording to his great 
metcy,whereby ic appcareth ghat Nehemwm 
&b did not mention-his well doing, as it 
were, to ſtand in his own deſerts,for why 
then ſhould he pray the Lord to parden 
him,accordins to his great mercy : Euen 
fo the Bride here,mentioning what ſhee 
' hath done for Chriſt, doth not glory in 
her ſelfe. Z 3 Now 
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Now marke with what ſpeech ſhee vtte» | 
reth the effects of herloue, Whois he that 


"commeth out of the wilgerneſſe = leaning vp0s 


her welhelened,or es the word may be exs 
pounded,accompanynig her welbeloued 


"Whois ſfccthat tro finde her welbeloued 


and to beinthis company, hath aſcended 
out of the wildernefle ? Allche difficulty 

ofthe word, which declareth her moſt 
vehement louezis,in aſcending for his ſake 
ont of the wilderneſſe : What is then 


"this wildernefle? Tr isthe world and all 


worldly delires, 


- Is that thay ſome man fay ſuch a 
great matter, that ſhee aſcendeth out of 


the World to ſeeke Chriſt? yeazif you do 
well confider what it includethin it, you 
will confeſſe that ſhee may well demand 
who is ſhee that hath everdone the like? 
y on know what our Saujour ſayeth, that 
except a min deny bimſe!fe, except he fors 
ſake father wid mother, wife and chl- 
dreu, bonuſes, and lanar, yea and his life, 
and take vp his croſſes andfollow him,he can- 
zot be his Diſciple, 
Allchis1is hzerg included in this one 


ſpcech of the Bride,when ſhee ſaieth,char 


aſcenarth out of the Wilderneſſe, Hee that 
| als 
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aſcendeth out of the wildernefle, deny- 
cth himſelfe for the loue hee bearech ro 
Chriſt, he mortifieth and ſubduethallthe 
ſinnefull luſts of the fleſh;hee renounceth 
the delights and pleaſures of finne, which 
are ſo ſweet vnto the naturall man, And 
rathet then hee will deny che truth of 
Chriſt,he will loſe and forſake all things 
that are the dzerelt vnto him in the world 
ycacuen life it ſelfe,although it be with al 
exquilite torments, We may ſce then that 
this is no ſmall thing, that ſhe aſcendeth 
vpout of the wildernetle. They that for 
the louc of Chriſt forſake carnall pleaſurs 
mortifie the luftcs of the fleſh, forgoe 
worldly commodities, endureallrepro, 
ches and bitter perſecutions euen vnto 

death, aſcend vp outof the wilderneſle , 
for to aſſociate themſelues to Chriſt: and 
it isa wonderfull vehement loue that 
carrieth them ſo farre, Shee may well 
fay then,whois ſherthat aſcenderh vp our 
of the wildernes accompanying her wel- 
beloued 2 For what Bride is there that 
hath forher welbeloued, or to accom- 
pany her welpeloued, endured ſuch 
things? Letvs marke well the ſpecch of 
the Church in this place,becauſe there be 


fs 4 many 
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many which profesto loue Chriſt, which 


yer doenotioyne themſelues 1n focictie 


with him to aſcend vp out of the wilder- 
nelſe. They profeile che Goſpel!, bur yet 
they takeall delighrs and plcafures of the 
fleſh thar they can:they live even as 0- 
ther men here in their worldly courſe do 
live: ſurely, theſe are not like the 
bride. | 

The other part of her ſpeech is harder, 
when ſhee ſaicth, [ rayſedthee vp vnder an. 
apple tree, there thy mother conceyned thee , 
there ſhe, Cc. Firſt, we muſt obſerue, that 
the Bride ſpeaketh as a Spouſe that had 
ſoughtvp her welbcloued,and found him 
reſting vnderan appletree:ſhe raiſeth him 
vp to go with him into the heauenly pla- 
ces : for thither in heart and affeftion doe 
the godly, cuen while they liue heere, 
aſcend vp with Chriſt, when they have 
ſought and found him. That ſhee ſayth 
vnder an apple tree,wee mult vnder{tand 
that the Apple treeefolde time hath been 
dedicateto loue. So thatin this wee may 
conſider theloue in which Chriſt reſteth 
towards his church: for were it not for 
that ynchangeable loue which he beareth 
FO 
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towardes *her, how ſhoulde ſhee finde 
him, or where ſhovid ſhee finde him ? 
Shee vied another ſpeech before in this 
ſong,and ſayde that loye was his Banner 
ouer her. 

By his loue ſhe is drawne vnto him, 
even asthe Souldiers doe aflemble vn- 
dertheir Banner or Enſigne when it is 
ſpread. She here rayſeth himypvnderan 
apple tree : all is to bee referred vnto his 
great loue, by that hee is drawne vnto 
him, by that ſhe fiadeti him,and by that 
his Loue fo abounding, is her loue to- 
wardes him kindled and enflamed. Al- 
ſo vader this Apple tree, the mother of 
this bridegroome did conceiue him. But 
who is that mother of Chriſt that con- 
ceyued hin in this loue, or through this 
his loye ? Surely her mecheris Chrilts 
mother: for ſhe is not onely the Spouſe 
of Chriſt, but as he ſayeth, Cy fifter, my 

ſp22uſe. Shee her ſelfe alſo then is the mos 
| ther of Chrit, for the church,cuen all 
the faithfull doe through faith, trauel! 
with Chriſt, That one place, Reuelar. 
r 2. doth ſufficiently teachvs this peint , 
where the auncient church of the 
Tewes, doth traucll with GHRIS j 
an 
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and bring him forth, The promiſes were 
made ef o[de,that he ſhouid come, and 
be borneofa woman, the choſen did be- 
leeuc it,and expect: ity vntotheir faith hee 
is bornzyea their fairh doth cuen asit were 
trauelland bring him forth.So the church 
is the mather of Chriſt,and Chrilt in rhe 
Goſpell calleth his Diſciples his mother, 
his brethren and liſters; and euery faith- 
full ſoule doth through faich conceyue 
Chriſt,and the whole Cburch doth now 
trauell with child, to bring him forth in 
his ſecond. comming, as the auncient 
church at his firſt comming. All this 
faith apprehendethhis louc,and therefore 
is ſayde here to beevnder an apple tree : 
Theſe things are very myllicall, and it 
doth (tand vs vpon,ifwe will bee the true 
children of the Church,to looke well vns 
to them, I meane, that we come to feele 
the loue of Chriſt,and therby to conceive 
him. For if Chriſt dwell cot iuvs, wee 
haue no partinhim : and therefore here 
is mention of conceyuiog and bringing 
him forth, What is more gloxiousthen to 
be cuen as the mother of Chriſt? And the 
ſame is euery faithfull ſoule, This ought 


greatly to ſtirre vp our mindsto ſcekerthe 
hos 


holy faith. Thus farre you haue ſeen how 
fhee hath ſer forch and declared her moſt 
vehement loue, by aſcending vp with 
him outof the wilderneſle , 
Such a thingas the like is not done by a- 
ny Spouſe vnto her welbeloued. Alſo we 
ſee that this her exceeding loue hath: bin 
kindled and enflamed by his loue, And 
now in the next verſcher loue breaketh 
forth into a vehement przyer, that ſhee 
may be1oynea molt neerely vatohim,8 
that hee will alwayeshaue herin minde, 
rendring areaſon, that the vehemencic 
and ſtrength of her loue is ſuch as by no 
meanes it can beouercome : This: is ſct 
forth by compariſons in this verſe,and in 
thenext verſe following. 
Firſt,ſhe requeſterh chat hee will ſer 
her as a ſeale ypon hisheart: a ſealein a 
ring of golde was euer made much acs 
cont ofas 2 precious thing : ſhee re- 
guelteth that ſhze may be {o eſteemed of 
him, andthat he will ſet her even vpon 
his heart, That which is in the heart of 
a man, 1s neere{t ynto him, that he min - 
deth, that hee loueth, that is deere and 
prectou3 vnto him, 
She doth alfo deſire to beefet as a ſeale 
vpon 
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vpon his arm,thar is,as a jewell,alwayes in 
ſight : ſo thar now we may ſec theſumme 
of herrequelt. She doth in the vehemeu- 
cic of her loue,defire to be deeregand pres 
ciousin the eyes of him whom ſhe loueth, 
and to be molt neerly ioyned vnto him as 


a precious jewell,both in his hart,and vp- 


on his hand,ſo that hemay alwayes minde 
her, and hauc her in his light : for, wee 
know that whatſocuer a man loueth with 


the greateſt loue, that hee defireth toibe 


neerevnto, yea euenfaftened vnto it. 
What dee you ſee here in the Bride,how 
is her affection ſet ? Shee doth fo ſet her 
heart ypon CHRIST her Wel-beloned, ſhe 
dooth ſo deſire to bee alwayes with him, 
thatiſhee vtterly contemnech all things in 
comparifon of him. What is the'gloric 
and the pompe,the Riches, and Honours, 
& all the pleaſures of this world vnto her, 
more then vile drofle ? And now ſhee 
renderettherendereth the reaſon of her 
delire,from the nature and force cf Loue : 
for loue(ſaith ſhe)is Rrong as death. 


This is the firſt compariſon, whereby 


ſheedooth expreſle the force of her Loue, 

death isexceeding ([trong : For if we cone 

ſider the great might of Princes,of Kingys 
© 
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of Emperours,yea, of all the mightie Mo- 
narches in the world,death hath ſubdued) 
and calt them downe. | 

Who hath beene fo ſtrong as to reſiſt 
death ? where hath that mightie man bin 
found;that could eucreſchew his ſtroke 2 
Yea, if wee conlider from whence death 
hath his dominion, you ſhall perceyuethe 
force therof ta be ſuch,as that it cannot be 
vanquiſhed by any creature : the rewarde 
of fiane is death, This is from the juſtice 
of the moſt high Iudge : vnletle {inne be 
fatisfhed and aboliſhed,death cannot in as 
ny wiſe bevnderſtood. 

Could alithe Angells in Heauen abo- 
liſh death ? Nay, they could not fatisfie 
the juſtice & the wrath of God for ſinne: 
and therfore rhey cannot ouercome death 
to deliver men. 

Onely the Almightie Sonneof GOD, 
TESPS CHRIST, Ged and Man, hath 
encountred hand toſhand with this Enes 
mie, hath taken away his flingyand will at 
the laſt vtterly ſubdue him : Sa that hee 
ſhall bee quite ſwallowed vp in victorie, 

I. Corinth: 15, Behold then theforce 
andiſtrength of death, and ſce how ſhee 
compareth her loue with it, 


H cr 
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Her loue will not endure, (the force of 
It is ſuch) but that ſheemult bee ncerely 
toyned vnto her wel-beloued. I will not 
be fayd nay,;but chat ſhee muſt be ſer as a 
feale, euen as 2 precious iewell vppon his 
heart,and vppon hisarme, Whete there is 
no loue, there is no ioyning vnto Chrilt ; 
therisno ſuch boldnes to come vnto kim, 
but thereis feare and horror. 
| Love, asSaint lohn dooth teach , in 
the fourth chapter of his firſt Epiſtle, ca- 
ſtethout Feare : yea, (as he ſayth)) Per- 
fel? lone caft eth ont all feare, Then where 
loue is weake,the deſire to be tvined with 
Chriſt is weake, where ic is ſtrong, there is 
a {tronger deſire ; and when it falleth that 
it be moſt vehement (as ſhe (etteth it forth 
heere) then is there alfo the molt earneſt 
longing to be eucn in his heartzand in his 
. hangs, as'athing deere and precious vnto 
him. Ifthis be the effeA of loue, to de- 
fre to be fo neerly toyned:with the Lord, 
and the effect arguing the cauſe,dooth not 
our weake deſire to be ioined with Chriſt, 
argue the great weaknes of our loue ? The 
loue of manic is ſtrong to the world, and 
tharcauſeth them todelire to be even falt- 
nedvato it : Riches and honours _ 
Wt 


1 


el-betened,otherthey know none, 

The next clavſe is tothe ſameeffec, 
whe ſhe ſaith, [ealonſie is crnell ax the grane, 
The wordes are, that jealoukie isthard as 
the graue : or as we may call it zeale. 
We take jealoulic betweene marryed par- 
tyes,where the one hath the other/in ſuſpi- 
tion , that their loue is deriued vnto ſome 
other, The Bride heere by zeale of jea. 
louſie vaderſtandeth the vehement affec- 
tion of loue, in which ſhee delireth that 
his affeion may alſo bee continued tow- 
ards her. Andthis ſhe ſayth is hard as the 
graue: wee knoww what power the graue 
hath, how harde itis, how inuincible : it 
deuoureth all men, it keepeth downe all 
men: For,who hath the ſtrength to come 
out of it ? There haue beene ſome rayſed 
vp out of it by the power of God , and 
chiefly the Sonne of God himſelfe : who 
was buryed, and roſe againe, but what 
man hath had the power to raiſe vp him- 
ſelfe e To this force of rhegraue,ſhe com- 
pareth the heate and vehemencie of her 
loue : So that {till ſhee doth ſhew,that the 
greatnes of her loue will not ſuffer her, but 
that ſhemult needs couct to be joyned as 


a (1gnet moſt neerly ynto him, 
In 
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Inthe next clauſe ſhe ſaycth ,the coates 
[jt thereof are fiery coales,and a vehement flame 
Wt It is manifeſt that ſhe compareth her loue 
\\if vnto fire,both tothe coales, and to the 
44 flame: but ſomewhet weare to note 'a» 
boutthe wordes. | 

Thus wee may tranſlatethem : The 
coales thereof are coales, the fire of the flame 
of God, In the firlt part ofthis(the coales 
thereofare coales) the ſpeech is framed to 
ſhew that chey bee exceeding hote coales, 
The later partis, to declare that the flame 
is 2 wonderfull great flame : for it is as 
ſhee ſayeth, The flame of God, 

She ſerteth forth the greatnefſe of the 
effec &,by the greatneiſeof the cauſe : for 
as God is greater then al,ſo arc his works: 
ſothen this flame of God,isas much as to 
fay a moſt vehement flame. This love ef 
the church towards Chritt,is fitly compa- 
red vnto fire, yeavnto a vehement hire, 
where there be both hote burning coales 
anda great flame- for theſpiritual loue 
is very hote, For where the ſoule feeleth | 
the loue of Chriſt, it is euen ſet on fire 
with Ioue towards him, euen with 10 
hote a leuc as fhee comparcth ut heere 
vnto the coales and flame offire. 

And 
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And marke well how the fl:me is the. 


flameof God: This fire indeed is kind; 
led in the hearts of the faichfull by | the 
holy Ghoſt, If wee then will haue theſe 
coales, ifwe will haue the flame of Godin 
vs, let vscraue inltantly, and continually 


the heauenly fire ofthe lightning Spirit: 
then ſhall we boldly make@ur requeſtto: 


be ſet ag's[ignet vpotthis heart, and as a 
ſeale ypon his arme,and.it ſhall notbede- 
nyed viito vs. Forthis wee are to  aflure 
our ſelues,that here is not a. demaund;or a 


peticion made, which-ſhai be denyed vn-! 


to her, | | 


T herefore let every faichfull fonleaC. 


{ure her ſelfe, that if the heat 2nd lame of 


loue towards Chrilt bein her, thar then 
ſhee isioined neere vnto him, ſhe is £8 2 
precious Iewell fer vpon his heart, and 
alſo vpoen his hand, Ifour faith bee not 
ſich,as thatit doth kindle fucha burning 
loue of Chrilt in our hearts,let vs notde- 
ceiue our ſelues, it is not the true faiths 
wee may ſeeme to have confidence or 
boldnetle; bur in the time of terror it will 
fayle vs, Meditate therefore beloned, 
dayly, even with deepe and ſerious me- 

Aa ditati- 


- I p % 
Dann rt tri” net ens <meta. es Aw 4 


- = — - - - " n _ þ - - . _ 
% — — a = 


Sermons pon the 


350 


ditation;.how rich, how {weetc,and how 


precious the, LORD TESUS is. 
Call to minde what wonderfull Loue 
hee hath ſhewed towardes vs, what great 
bleſſings and benefites hee hath beſtowed 
vponjvs,that thereby(if it be poſlible)this 
Heauenly fire may be kindled : yea, ſo as 
that it may be cuca molt ychement flame, 
And now to the laſt verſe,in which he 
doth yet further declare the heate and force 
of herloue, Thus be her words : £ Many 
waters 0annot quench this loue + the Floudes 
cannot drowne it. Herein ſhe deeth'pure 
poſely in 2 moſt high ſorteexpreſle, that 
nothing can ouercome her loue : it is in- 
vincible. As it is written of the louec of 
Chriſt, that nothing can ſeparate his cha. 
ſen from it: ſo here the Spouſe affirmeth, 
that her Loue towards him cannot be put 
Out, 

And this you muſt obſerue , that ſhee 
trameth her ſpeech according'to her for- 
mer compariſon, wheniſhee ſayde:, The 
coales thereoſ are coales, and the fire of the 
flame of God. For,what fire is there here, 
but mante waters will quench, at leaſt if 
Floods of waters doe ouer-flow it 2 But 
this 


& a—_—_ Me: a. 
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this Heaucnly fire cannot bee quenched, 
the floodscannot pur it our, The divell 
dooth ſceke to caſt out all the waters hee 
cansfor to extinguiſh it : yea, the Dragon 
dooth caſt out a Flood out of his mouth, 
Reuel. 12. butall in vaine, for this Loue 
cannot be quenched. 

Oh happic Spoulc,that loueth her bride. 
groome With'{oſtrong a Loue. Shee can 
neucr be ouerthrowne : ſhe can neuer be 
ſeparated from him, We ſee. ſome that 
for a brunt doe ſecme to bee euen wholl 
ſet on fire with the loueof ' Chrift,;and £ 
ter a while it is euen quenchediand gone. 
Many of theſcthere be in theſedayes, Lec 
vs beware, for hee thatcontinueth to the 
ende ſhal be faued, ; 

There is yet one clauſe, that ſhe ayth y 
If a man would give all the ſubſtance of his ” 
houſe for lone they would tterly contewne it, 
This loue cannot bee wonne away with 
any goods, The nature of many much 
addictedito loue riches,and the treaſures of 
this world: ther is ſcarce any thing of ſuch 
force to win the heart from Chriſt: butthe 
Church here affirmeth, that if all creaſures 
ſhouldibe offed her to draw herloue from 
Aa 2 Chriſt, 
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_Chriſt;ſhe would viterly contemn them, 
This is no ſmal coin mendation, conſide. 
ring as I ſayde,how all men areinclined 
to-louc:carthly things. It is moſt certayne 
i that many thouſands which prefeſſe chri. 
1} ſtianicy,doe contrary to that which the 
" holy virgine here profefſeth. Gold and 
{ſiluer, houſes anc lands do ſo intice them 
that they let goc the loue of Chriſt, They 
doe {cll their louc, yea,they euen ſell theit 
Jaulesto the  Diucll, for a little money. 
Much better itis that our loue to him be 
fuch,as chat in reſpeA thereof, wee ac- 
count all things here below'to be buc 
dung anddrofle, The Lord ofhis | 
--" Infinite: mercy grant vs to bee | 
thus affefted, | 


j = Amen 


CHAP. 
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The fifteenth Sermon, 


CHAP. VIIL. 


8 Wee haze a bttle fher,and ſee bath 20 
breafts,what ſpall wee doe for our bs rfer when 
foee ſhall be ſpoken fort 

9 If ſhee bee a wall, wee builde Upon her a 
filner pallace;and if ſhe be adoreywe wil keepe 
her in with bordes of Cedar, 

20 lam awall, and mybreaſts ave a5 
towers, then was fi as one that found fatitier 
2 015 eyes, | 

1T Salomon had a wine in Baal-Hamon: 
hee gaue the Vineyard vnto Keepers enerie 
one brmgeth for the ſruites onahc th onjſand | 
peeces of filner. | 

12 But my} mejard 1 which; is myne, 1 be= 
foreme: tothee O Salomon belong the than- 
ſara peeces of ſilwer, —_ two thouſand to them 

Aa Z that 
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that keeps the fruite thereof, 

13 Oh thou that dwelleſt in the Gardent, 
thy companions hearken to thy voyce, carſe me 
to heare it, 


14 Oh my wel-beloued , flye away,and bee 


like unto the Roe, or tothe young Hart vppon 
the monntaines of ſþices. 


®] Ee are now come to 
FN the concluſion , and 


8\ VL Song. Heere bee ins 
(AV Y CY deede diuers things to 
[gs] bcc bandled, 


As firſt here is a mo- 
tion,a conſnltation,or 
a demaunde, touching the Church cf the 
Gentiles,with a pronuſe of great gloric; 
Secondly , heere is a compariſon made 
betweene Salomons Vinezarde, and the 
Church, &c. 

And laftly,Chriſt doth put herin minde 
of her dutic towardes him : and ſhe cra- 
ucth his preſence , and proteQion in all 
her neede., | 

Concerning the firlt of theſe , you 
know that in the time of OY 
(culs 


\ | ſhutting vppe of this © 
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this Song was made, yea, long beforc,and 
after,yntill Chriſt aſcended into Heauen, 
the Church was ſhut yp, and bounded a- 
mong the ewes, 

God ſuffered the Gentiles to walke in 
the vanitycs of their owne minde manie 
hundred yeares: but there were prophes 
fies,and there were promiles,that the Gen-> 
tiles ſhould (at the comming of the Bleſ-. 
ſed-Seede)bereceyued to mercic, and bee 
made one bodice, with the Faithfull of the 
lewes, Asit Is written, 1 hanemade thee 
a light of the Gentiles, and the Saluation to 
the endes of the earth, Alſo, eAike of me, 
and 1 will ginethee the Heathenfor thine in- 
heritaunce, and the uttermoſte partes of the 
Earth for thy poſſeſſion, The Faithfull , in 
the time of the Lawe vnderſtanding this, 
are carefull of them. wo 

For this is the nature of Faith,to breede 
a loue in the hearts of the godly towardeg 


thoſe which belong vato God, whome 


they neuer ſaw : yea, that haue bin long 
before them, or that ſhall bee long after 
them, This loue bringerh forth praier for 
them,6& defire to procure or further their 
{aluation.Fr6hence it is that the bride doth 
Aa 4 motion 


356 Sermons upon the 
motion the matter vnto her Spoule, We 
haze a lit:le ſiſter, layerh ſhee, and ſhe hath 
no breajis ; Wnat (+.:4l wee dee fer onr (i- 
ſeri intiie day ther fhee ſpill bee ſpokgn 
for? | 
Fir, wee are to obſcruc, that this 
ſpeech is framed according to the maner 
here in the world. A young little Dame 
ſell is not to be married vntiil ſhee growe 
vÞ in yeares : -Shee is not for marriage, 
vitill ſhe have brealts to nouriſh the chil- 
dren that ſhe ſhall bring foorth, Moreo- 
uer when ſhee doth come to the ripenes 
of yecres to be beltowed in martiageher 
fricnds doe ſet her forth, and ſpeake for 
her. Sohere ſhee ſayeta, wee hauvealitcle 
liſter, ſheeis not yetgrowne vpyher time 
15 not yet come tobe betrothed.She hach 
45 yerno breaſts, ſhec hath not to nous 
11{h vp children, £25 
Her time will come that ſhee1s to - 
be commended and ſpoken for,what ſhal 
wee inen doe for her? Let vs conlider e- 
uery point more particularly, Ar that 
timethere was no Chnrch of the Gen- 
tiles, and yetſhee ſayerth, wee haue a (1+ 
iter. How could this be ſpoken,ſhe was 
not 
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not yet in being ? Here wee muſt ob- 
ſerue, thatthe decrees and promiſes of 
God for things to come are ſocertaine, 6 
infallible that faith apprehendeth them,&c 
ſpeakethof them before they be, even. as 
itthey were. And ſo ſhee ſayth,wee haue 
a lictle ſiſters : 

| 1c hath beene noted before, that ac* 
cording to the manner ofthe Hebrewes, 
the whole is called the mother, and the 
partsare called fiſters: That point is 
cleareenough : but why then doth ſhee 
not ſay, | have a little ſiſter, but wee have 
4 little (iſter? Isthe Church of the Gen- 
tiles,not onely ſiſter to the Church of the 
Iewes,butalio theliſter of Chriſt, Yea, 
ſheeis the filter of Chriſt alſo. For that 
you ſee through this ſong, that the Lord 
calleth the church his lifter, 

Heere is the myſtery of his Incarnati- 
on: for hee hath taken vpen him our na- 
ture, hee is become the firſt begotten a. 
mong many brethren : Wee are (as the 
Apoltle fayeth) flefs of his fleſh, and bones 
of his bones, Epheſ. 5, So that hee loueth 
his Church as a Spouſe, and as a deere {1- 
fter : yeathe Church ofthe Gentiles' is 
prect- 
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precious vnto him, cuen as the Church of 
the Iewes, 

Heere may ariſe another Queſtion, 
how the Church of the Iewes could call 
the church of the Gentiles a lictle {iRery ſees 
ingthe Churches of the Gentiles in great- 
nes and in number of true children, haue 
farre exceeded thechurch of the Tewes. 

The [ewes were but one lictle Nation; 
many great nations there wereof the Gens 
tiles; ſo that euery way the church of the 
Gentiles hath in greatneſſe exceeded the 
church of the Iewes. How deth ſhe then 
call hera lictle Silter,when ſhee is greater 
then herſelfe ? 

I anſwer, that ſhee dooth not reſpet 
the number of the Faithfull , which the 
churches of the Gentiles ſhould bring 
foorth, but the time ; becauſe the time 
wasnot yet come that the Gentiles ſhould 
be called, and betrothed vato Chriſt : ſhe 
wasas yet, as little virgine,vnder age to 
be betrothed. 

Then for the next point, there was no 
ſpicituall nouriſhment for Children that 
ſhould be brought vp to God among the 


Gentiles: there were not the holy Oreacles 
of 
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pfGod,there wis not the ſixcere milke of the 
Word. There were wiſe men ofthis world, 
oreat Phyloſophers and fubtill diſputers: 
but notrue dotine, te conuertthe ſoule 
to God,erto neuriſhityp being conuer- 
ted. There was worſhip of diucls, and all 
manner of ſuperſtition. There wasgreat 
boalting of divine knowledge, and hgh 
wiſedome : butthe Bryde knocyeth that 
in reſpe& of thetrue wiſedome,ic was no- 
thing but fooliſhnes, And that isthecauſe 
why ſhe ſaich;her little lifter hath no brefts, 

Then touching the care that ſhe hathfor 
this her iiccle ſter,thus fſhee ſayth 2: har 
forall wee doe for our fifter in the day that ſhe 
ſhall be ſpoken fort Theſummeother ſpeech 
is to know what preferment,what honor, 
gloric,and dignity ſhall be laydvppon the 
church efthe Gentiles, at the time when 
they ſhould be called, and made one bo. 
die with the Iewes. | 

But why dooth ſhee not ſayto Chrift, 
What wile thou doo for our Silter? ſee 
ing all the bencfites and all the gloric 


| beltowed vppoen the Church doo flewe 


from him alone ? Is there any one Bleſs 


ling that commeth vppon the Church, 
where 
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whereof the Lord Ieſus alone is not the 
Author: How then ſayeth fhe,YVhat foal 
wee Aoz for our fiſter, &'ce <P 

; Doth ſhee rogether with Chriſt be, 
ſtow the graces and heauenly bleflinges, 
'Thisis ealily anſwered. Chriſt Teſus as 
!2nc is thefountaine,and the author of all 
hcaucnly bleſſings vpon the Charch,and 
yettheauncient church of the Iewesioi- 
neth her {cle with him. in calling, and 
deckingthe church of the Gentiles, be. 
cauſe by her miniſtery the Goſpell was to 
be preached vnto them.Chrift Teſus then 
az theauthor, beſtoweth the heaucnly 
treaſures vpen the Gentiles, & the church 
of the Iewes by her miniſtery,isan inſtru- 
ment to carry,and to ſpread the ſame a- 
mong the Gentiles. 

This wee ſee was fulfilled;for the hos 
|; Apoltles and Euangelilts which preas 
ched che Goſpell to tne Gentiles, were of 
the Tewes. Well then ſhee ſayech to her 
Spoule : What ſhall we dee for our Siſter, 
when wee ſhall beeſpokenfor. Here by the 
way wee may note, that ſeing thechurch 
o{the Iewcs had this careandloueto her 
litle lifter thechurch of the Gentiles, and 

lecing. 


| 
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ſeeing that by herminiſtery, and by the 
minilterie of her children, the holy Apos 
{Hes and others, the-Goſpell was fpreade 
among the Nations, Itis ourpartnow 'to 
bee as louing and as carefull; andas car- 
nelt in her behalfe with the Lord, as hee 
was for vs: for it deth ſeeme by 'the do. 
Arine of Saint PawhRom: 11. 'thatthere 
ſhall beagaineg church of the ewes. We 
ought chento hauethe like picty' vppon 
her;that ſhe had on'vs, when we were out. 
. New followertithe anſwereef' Chriſt 
touching this theivtittle lifter, what ſhold 
bee done for herz* If ſheebe awall(fayth 
hee)we will build ypon herafſiluer palace 
if ſhee bee a dore,' wee will keepe herin 
with bordes of Cedar. Wee ſee plainely 
that Chriſt didallow of this manner of 
ſpeech in his Spouſe,when ſhe fayd,Y7bat 
ſhal we do fer onrſifter: for he ſpeaketh after 
the-ſame manner ſaying, If ſhee be a wal 
we will build vpoit her a {iluer palace,8&c 
He doth not exclude his Spouſe from this 
worke, for by -her Miniftery it was 
wtrought,as we noted before» © 

And: now touching the ſumme of the 
matter, itis this;that ſhee ſhall be builte 
| to 
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fobeethe Ciry of God, and a precious 
pallace for the king of glory to dwell in : 
For bya wall and a doore, er gate, is 
meant a City, thoſe two parts beeing put . | 
for the whole, and as Ifayde, the filuer [! 
palace to be built vpon the ſame, is the 
pallace or temple of the meſt high God , 
Asyou know the Church is called the 
temple of God, and the City of God. 
This is the higheſt glory and dignity that 
can come to mortall men» This matter 
is handled more at large, Reuel, 21;and 
there you mayreade touching the walles 
and gates ef this City, and touching the 
glory thereof, Thusyou may ſee the 
meaning of this,' ifſhee bee a wall, and it 
ſhee bce a gate, there ſhall beethe filuer 
pallace,and theberdes of Cedar. | 

And now ſce what the Bride ſ{ayeth 
eo this, I am « Wall, and my breaffs are 
as towers, then was I as ſhee that findeth 
peace in his eyer. The Church of the Iewes 
was at thattime when this ſong was writ- 
ten a wall, orindeed a 'Citie, ecuen' the 
citic of the great King, 6 breſts ſhe had to 
nouriſh yp her children,and God dwelled 
inher asin his pallace: but ſhee greet | 

1cre 
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here rather vppon this promiſe of Chrift 
to the gentiles, when that is accompli- 
ſhed, then is ſhe indeed a goodly Citic , 
then her breaſts become as towers; for 
then doth the eoArine of Chrift abound 
in ker. It may ſeemeto make againſt this 
ſenſe, that ſhee ſpeaketh in the time paſt, 
and not in thetime to come, then was I 
and not then ſhall I be as one that findeth 
fauour in his eyes, This may be anſwered 
two wayes, the one, thatthe Hebrews do 
vic the preterperfeRt tenſe, ſometimes for 
the future, Or thus, that in the certaine- 
ty of faith, ſhe ſpeaketh of that which was 
co come, as if ithad beene come. 

Here then are three things which the 
bride glorycth in touching her kappie e- 
ſtate at the comming in ofher littleſiſter, 
the church ofthe gentiles. 

Thefirſt is, that ſheeis then a Wall , 
cnen 2 goodly glorious citie indeed, and 
the filuer pallace built vpon her. For al- 
though ſhee werethe citie of God before, 
yet now farre morelarge by the multitude 
and glory ofthe gentiles comming in, & 
being madeone body with her Chrift Te» 
ſes. But how is it that Chriſt ſaying. 1f 


Pee 
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free bee a Wall, ſpeaking of her little ſiſter, 
ſheemaketh nor anſwere,ſhee isa wall,but 
7 ama wall 7 The reaſen of this is euident, 
that although as ſeuerall parties they bee 


called ſi{ters, yet ioyned in one, they bee | 


but one Church, Her little ſiſter ioyned 
vnto her, is become her felfe, for in thac 
reſpe& ſhee ſaith,, I am a wall : I am that 
glorious cittie of Godin mee is that Gluer 
palace,the palaceof the great King 

The ſecond thing is : That her 


Breaftes are 1as;Towers, Her little fifter 


ſhe fayde had no breaſts: but now the 
doAtrine is ſo plenteous, that her brelts be 
even as towers, There is milke to nou- 
riſh great multitudes of children, for 
when the'word ofthe Lord went foorth 
from Ierufalem,and the Law out of Sjon, 
vnto the mighty Nations, according as 
the Prophets forctold it ſhauld come to 
paſle,the Lord gaue great gifts of his Spt- 
rite,and great lighe of knowledge in the 
heavenly miſteries and very great mul- 
titndes'were turned to the Lord. In the 
time of the Lai, the Prophets did vtter 
the doQrine of God, and ſpeak of Chriſt, 
but notſo clearely asthe Apoliles did. 
Now 
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Now her breaſfes became asiTowers, 
And then the third thing followeth; thac 
ſhee airh ; I was then,as1ſhee that finderh 


© - fauour(or as the word is)peace in hiseyes. 
 Notonely hergloric is now greater by {6 


large an addition of the Gentiles,but alſo 
the time now draweth neereof the marri- 
age. For, the Lord alwayes fore-told that 
it ould be in che laſt dates, that the Gen- 
tiles ſhould be ioyned ynto kispeople. - 
True it is, that at thistime, euen when 
the holic, Apoſtles were ſentfoorth with 
"this Commiſſion , Goe teach all Nations, 
' &c. Math. 28. The Church was won- 
derfull glorious in the Lords eyes,and the 
time commeth on very faſt,chac ſhce ſhall 
enioy the full happines for cuer. 
Here wee mult cen(ider that the Lord 
dealing fo gratiouſly with vs,to be borne, 
and to liucin the time of the Goſpell, in: 
the time of this great Light : in thetime: 
when the breaftes of the Church are as 
rowers, that there is much tobee requirad 
at our hands, If we ſet light by che hea- 
uvenly dotrinegif weremaine now in ig- 
norance and blindnes,ifweebe now YM 
chankfull ro the Lord;how wretched and 
how miſerable is our eſtate 2 What haue 
B b we 
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- OurEngliſh tranſlation ſayth,two thous, | 
ſand to the keepers,but I ſuppoſe the fault: 

did growe by the Printers , ſetting two 


chouſard, for two hundreth, and not by 


the Tranflatours , ſeeing thereis notany + 


ching in the wordes, which might leade 
them toifay two thouſand, : 
Now cometo the reddition 3 But my 
Uine-yarde which is mine (ayeth the Lord) 
is before mee, Here, is the diſſimilitude, 


chevineyarde of Chriſt,cuen his Church, _ | 
his deare Spouſe,which appertaineth one® 
ly to him, is before him, or alwayes in his 
preſence,he is ſodelighted therwichghe ta- 


keth ſuch comfort and ſolace therein, and 
is ſodeare and precious vatohim,that he 
is alwayecs preſent with it, "and neuer ab 
ſent fromit one minute, he watcheth and 

keepeth it himſelfe,and dwdleth init. 
Salomon letforth hisvnto keepers , but 
Chriſtdoth not let foorth his. And as his 
Eye isalwayesvppon it,to keepeit,ſo hee 
hath the whole Fruites to himſelfe : Sels- 
02 had his parte,and the keep! 
butnot fo in this Vine : for, the whole 
commeth to Chriſt. IT neede notſtand 
hereto ſhewein many wordes, how pre= 
clous, and how dcare this Vine is _ 
nah” 


Wo 


theirs, 
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the Lord, thar he keepeth it hinſclfe, and” 
how faichfull che Church is , which doth. - 
bring forth her fcuitsro nene bur him, Al- 

fo 1 will notftayvpon this, to ſhew that 
Chriſt being alwaies preſent wich. his 
Church, and not letting it forthvnro kee-. 
pers, how wicked and blaſphemous thar 
doQtrine of the Romiſh Church is, that 
affirmeth the Pope to be Chrilts Vicar : as 
if Chriſt were abſcat and hadet forth 
this vincyard vato him to keepe, Heere« 
upon he challengeth that he is pucin truſt 


 tadoe what he will. Chriſt ſaieth heere 


thathisvine is before him, his eye ts neuer 
offfrom it, he keepeth ic himſelfe, icis noe 
let foorth to keepers, as if he were abſenc 
like king Salomon from his vine. Z-hold 
(laych he) [am with you vnto the endof the 
world, Mat. 28, And he appeareth to Saine, 
Tohn 1n chermiddeſt of the ſeauen golden 
candleſtickes which are the ſeauen Chur- 
ches, Reuel, x. You may ealily then dif - 
cerne what a monſter the Pope is, which 
will needs be his Vicar, which is,onc4n bis 
ſteade to do that whichhe himſzlfe ſhould 


docifhe were preſ:nt, Heere is Antichrilt. 


chat is,one that taketh vpon him to be in 
Chriſts ſleade , and yet is an aduerfarie, 
Bb 3 For 


Forvnder | re Ye of e Ding 

an head, he draweth all-from Chriſt to re. 
celue his Iawes, and toput-their wtruſtin 
him, Let this monſter paſſe with his ſe» 


duced company, which are not the ſpouſe 


of Chriſt; buthisowne ſpouſe. - Ittmay 


heere be demanded;"doth nor Chriſt let 
forth his' vineyard to'dreflers ? Did not 
Pavl-plant: and Apollo water? doe not 
all fairhfull' paſtors 'and*caachers fhewe 
their duty in- keeping this vine? 1 'aun- 


Fncregitis moſt cerrainerhat the Prophets, 
rs ma 


aftera ſort be called keepers and dreflers 
frhis Vine : but yetno fi 


preſent with them , he workethby them, 
and therefore hech6ldethtne ſeauen (bars 
in his righthand, which arcthe Angels of 
the ſeauen Churches, Rewe/.z.The keepers 


of Salomens vinedoe keepeitand drefle' 
icin his abſence:bur thekeepersof Chriſts' 


vinecan doe nothing; vnletſe he be with 
them and worke by them. ' As I faid Le- 
fore, they be but inſtruments, hec vſerh 
ehem,he isalwa 


Ccclue 


.k | er,'but as 1n-. 
uments whom Chriſt 'vſcth':forhec is 


he isalway preſent,ahddothworke 
by them.. Alſo 1t mayfor theother;part 
be laid? hall not the faithful teachersre-" 
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Sermons won the 
preach vnto, In this place therefore we = 
may take it thus :. preach ame : for that is 
the great office of che Church, topubliſh 
Chriſt. But wee will come to it in order *Þ 
as the woras doc ſtand. Otheu that dwel» | 
leftin the gardens. The whole Church is © 
called a garden full of all \weerplants, as 
we had beforein this ſong. The particu- 
lax Churches ,- which are che parts of the 
whole, be called gardens, Now,becauſc 
the vniuerſall Church vpon earth , euen 
the ſpouſe, is ſpread everall, ſheis faidro 
dwell in the gardens, that is in all the par- 
ticular aſſemblies which know and wor- 


| ſhip God aright, through the world : Her 


care is ouerall , they beall her children, 
and her plants, and ſ@ ſhe is faid todwell 
in the gardens. . 

The next clauſe is, The companions hear- 
kening to the zarce,c6.., Who, be theſe 
companions, Which hearken to the yoice 
ofthe Church, hee willethherto preach 
him vnto chem ? They beall men,men of 
all nations and people, which withreue- 
rence doe heare the heauenly Oracles, 
which the Church doth publiſh and fer 
foorth, Chrift Icſusin the Goſpell giveth 


| - this pr ecept 3, Gine vor haty things to dog gers 


zenber 
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| VT IE caſt pearles before /ame, Thoſe 


dogges and ſwine areſuch people , asrhe 
one fort of them neglect and deſpiſcrhe 
heauenly doftrine,and doe as ir were tread 
it vnder their feete, the other doc hate and 
perſecutebothit, and thoſe chat bring it, 
From ſuch dogges and {wine , the bride» 
grome doth heere diſtinguiſh the reuerent 
hearers of the yvice ofthe Church,calling 
them fecllowes or companions, Heere 
may you obſerue by the greatneſſeof that 
dignicy which Chrift giveth vntothem, 
how acceptable a thing it is before God, 
to glue care tothe doctrine of God pub- 


liſhed by his miniſters. They be teecined_. 


intothefeilowfhipof Chriſt & his Saints, 
What higher dignitie , then tobeacom- 
panien in this focictie 2: How may this 


_ encouragevsto glue cucnall diligence to 


hearken to the doctrine of God , victered 


by the Church 2: Then that he willeth his 


ſpouſe to tnake theſe companions that 
hearken to ber yoice, to heare of him : itis 
as much as to fay,. preach me vynto them. 
The Lord ſaid to Peter, Sinn Ioanna l5+ 
weſt thou mee » more they thefe : Andfo Q. 
gainc; and the third time. af 

And 


we oe 7 —_ _ 


> > 1» . Ati I 
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ire ,* 


abundantloue of nl. 2 little 'before 
in this Chapter, Chrilt pike ſhe 
wile ienprechi 
bare oaks 4 he ſhould 
publiſh and preach me; lzy:opentth 
{ures of life and faluation chat (gte! 


vato thoſe that hearken.: | Heercin.the UW ; 
lyeth the performance of the grearduty of + 


the Church, andthe fingular: declaration © 
ef herleuero Chriſt, tharſhe preachhim, 


_ To: glarige-Chuiſt ;. by. ppening to the 
world whathe is, ak real bee tint 
hints: doagreatmarter,. -And'beaufe the - 


life-of -his ſheepe "i rin the . 
preaching/of hows ;ihed r6quiree 

ſpouſe-as a:thing molt able-vato 
him; LetallcherrueMiniftersof theGofl 
p:Hooke-upen this, chow glorious and 
how acceptable a:worke i ies; Xo prezch . 
Chriſt crucified; + How happy” ave they ; 
then whom God” hath calledts thatofs 
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olen. So the Church/profeſling "that ' 1 


m-vnto hisre= 
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prayer; ſo doth! NN td way 
For ſecing wehue no'go 
ſelues, A ill 9obd thin 


from about, theb ding phone Ry 


ourſong muſt be'with prayer. *Whar®- 


«iþ - ther way haue wee to pull dowheoraces, 
3 and heaucnly bleflings vpon vs”, . bur 


3 this, Acke avdy4e Pall hage; ferke ants yer 
"IF ſpall fixed , knocks $07; it Pati 7 tor 
} you. Matth:3. 'Onr whole fpiritn: 
ourhsppines and. our protei fon Feþens 
dech vpon” Clirift:frftandeib'ogin Pink 
then total contityally ynto him, as the 
ſpouſe dorh. heere. Touchin ng, the words 
ofhet prayer, ourtrar ſlation þ 
way my welbeloued , andbehke Pi} Ree ar 


e' 3 nonngPart, This is n6>welltranflared © 


dorfi che Church' defire the fpoule to 
. depart; ſpecdily fromher? She tequeſterh 

_ him'to;come. to her ſpeedily,” *Forthe 
word indeede'ls :'F lie my welbe, net and 
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be like to the Ree or young Hart : that is 
come ſpeedily vato mace. As if ſhee | 


ſhould ſay, O my welbeloued,thou decſt 


enioyneme topreach thee, and tolayo. 
pen the rich treaſures and glory of thy 
' grace. Jam very willing and ready to 


performe this dutic , bu: I ſhall thereby 


procure mighty enemies :for the Prince 


ofdarknelle will raiſe vp all the bloody 
tyrants that hee can againſt mee; I am 
feebleand weake of my ſclfe , and not 
mecte to encounter with them. Be not 


abſenttherefore,leaue menot to their de- * 


fires , butcome ſpeedily for my ſuccour 
and defence, in all my creubles: forthen 
ſhall I be ſure co preuaile. Whether ſhe 


call the heavens the mountaines of ſpices, 


or whether we take it for the mountaine 
of the Lord heere vpon earth, I take ic 
not much materiall. The ſumme is (as I 
faid) that ſhe craucth his ſwifc comming 


from heauen like a Rec, and his ſpeedy 


aide and ſuccour,to ſupportzto ſtrengthen 
and to comfort her in all her troublesand 
aſfliaions, The Lord giue vntovs the 
erue vnderſlanding efthis holy ſong, and 


a liuely feeling ofthe loue of Chrilt , that . 


we 


. Song of Salomon. 27 | 
 wemaydelight in-him , and louc him as Ex 
aine, that we may bring forth the ſiweete 
uits heere mentioned,and be ofhis plea- 
8 fantplants , that when this vaine life 
"1 is ended , we may raigne with 
" him for cucrmorcin 
| in the heauens, 
Amen, 
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